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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

INSTRUCT the children to sit in a circle.
ASK, Do any of you know how to play the game Si-

mon Says? (Take responses.)
SAY, We’re going to play a quick game of Simon Says 

now.
INSTRUCT the children to stand with enough room 

around them so they won’t touch each other.
PLAY the game as usual. Say “Simon says” before an 

action and demonstrate that action with the chil-
dren. Try to see how long the entire group can 
follow the correct verbal commands. (Try this for 
about fi ve minutes.)

SAY, It was hard listening to my directions, wasn’t it? 
Today we are going to learn that when we listen to 
God, he can give us great directions to make the 
right choices!

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies: Th e Beginner’s Bible, Lesson Materials DVD 
(optional), DVD player (optional).

INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-
ble stories.

SAY, Today we are talking about listening to God for 
directions, so I have some motions for you to do 
that do not make any noise. When you hear Sam-
uel’s name, I want you to cup your ear like you are 

LESSON 10 | Listen for God’s Directions

Bible Basis: 1 Sam uel 1:1 – 20; 3:1 – 21; 8:1 –  10:27
Bible Verse: Psalm 32:8: “I will guide you and teach you the way you should go. I will give you good advice and watch 

over you.”
Bible Point: God gave Samuel directions in his time of trouble. When I listen, God gives me directions too.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Hannah’s Prayer” (pages 156 – 159)
• “A Voice in the Night” (pages 160 – 163)
• “Israel’s First King” (pages 164 – 167)

Master Supplies List
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: Rainbow coloring page and crayons, or white construction paper if you choose to draw your own 
rainbows

 Option 2: A bright red construction paper circle that says STOP, a bright green construction paper circle that 
says GO, and a bright yellow construction paper circle that says SLOW

 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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listening for God. But when you hear God’s name, 
I want you to cup your mouth like you are telling 
someone a secret.

PRACTICE this before reading the stories.
READ aloud “Hannah’s Prayer,” “A Voice in the 

Night,” and “Israel’s First King” from Th e Beginner’s 
Bible. Or, if you prefer, SHOW these stories from 
the lesson on the enclosed DVD.

ASK, Why was Hannah crying to God? (She wanted 
a child.)

ASK, Did God answer Hannah? (Yes! God gave her a 
son. She named him Samuel.)

ASK, Who did Samuel think was calling his name at 
fi rst? (Eli the priest.)

ASK, What did Eli tell Samuel to say to God? (“Yes, 
Lord, I am listening.”)

ASK, Did God think the idea of having a king was a 
good idea? (No.)

ASK, Who was the man God told Samuel to make 
king? (Saul.)

PRAY with the children. Ask God to help them listen 
to his directions so that they can make good choices.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Color by Listening
Supplies: Rainbow coloring page and crayons, or 
white construction paper if you choose to draw your 
own rainbows.

Teacher Prep: Before beginning this activity, decide 
which colors you will instruct the children to use on 
their coloring page or paper. Label your sheet or paper 
as a guide. Only provide the colors needed (you will 
need more than one of each color for this activity).

TELL the children to gather at their desks/tables. Do 
not pass out the coloring sheets/paper or crayons 
yet.

SAY, I have a rainbow I want you to help me color. But 
I will tell you which colors to use. If you listen care-
fully and follow my directions, all of our pictures 
should look exactly the same.

GIVE coloring sheets/paper to the children, along 
with crayons.

ASK the children to color one line at a time, announc-
ing the correct color they are to use. Aft er they have 
completed the picture, allow time for the children 
to compare their pictures and see if they all colored 
them correctly and are identical.

ASK, How did you do? Did you listen well? What was 
hard about this activity? (Take responses.)

SAY, In order to make good choices, we need to stop 
and really listen to God fi rst, don’t we?

Option 2: Red Light, Green Light
Supplies: Bright red construction paper circle that 
says STOP, bright green construction paper circle that 
says GO, bright yellow construction paper circle that 
says SLOW.

HOLD up the signs one by one and ask the children 
what the signs mean. (Green means “go,” yellow 
means “slow,” and red means “stop.”)

SAY, When you get older and learn to drive a car, you 
will need to pay attention to the signs that tell you to 
go, slow down, or stop. In the same way, God likes 
to guide us and give us directions as we go.

SAY, Sometimes when we ask God for help, he will 
tell us to GO and do something —  just like God told 
Samuel to go to Saul and pour oil on his head to 
anoint him as king. Sometimes God will tell us to 
STOP and listen, like he did aft er calling Samuel’s 
name so many times. Sometimes he will even tell us 
to SLOW DOWN and let him work, just like he told 
Hannah to wait for him to give her a son. Today you 
need to listen as we play Red Light, Green Light so 
you can make it safely across the fi nish line!

LINE up the children on one side of the room. Make 
a fi nish line on the other side of the room, and clear 
the area of any obstacles. Explain to the children 
that when you say GO and hold up the green sign, 
they are free to walk (not run) toward the fi nish 
line. When you say STOP and hold up the red sign, 
they must freeze immediately. When you say SLOW 
and hold up the yellow sign, they must move in slow 
motion. If they fail to do the correct motion, they 
will be sent back to the starting line.

PLAY the game as many times as time allows.
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ASK, How can God answer us? (He might say stop, go, 
or slow down.)

Option 3: Memory Verse Telephone
ASK the children to sit in a circle.
SAY, God says, “I will guide you and teach you in the 

way you should go.” Th at is our memory verse for 
today.

PRACTICE with the class to help them memorize the 
passage together.

SAY, I have a secret that I want to share! Are you ready 
to listen? I’ll whisper it to [child’s name sitting to 
your right], who will whisper it to [child sitting on 
his or her right]. We’ll keep going until everyone 
has heard the secret, and then the last person will 
tell it aloud to the class.

WHISPER the memory verse into the child’s ear and 
allow time for it to go around the circle. Listen to 
the end result.

SAY, Isn’t it funny how my secret changed? God wants 
us to make good choices by listening to him. Let’s 
say the verse together again!

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family about how 
you can listen carefully to God and how he will help 
you make wise choices.
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LESSON 10 | Color by Listening
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Have you ever asked God to help you out? 

When?
2. How do you think God has helped our fam-

ily?
3. What is something you want to talk to God 

about today?
4. Who was the main character you learned 

about this week? (Samuel.)

LIVING FAITH
Th e interaction God had with the young boy Sam-
uel is not only humorous but also teaches a good 
lesson about listening. We all need to learn to give 
God our ears and our attention. So, this week when 
you put your child to bed, ask, “Do you remem-
ber what Eli told Samuel to say to God?” (He told 
Samuel to say, “Yes, Lord, I am listening.”) Say your 
child’s name a few times and have your child say, “I 
am listening!”

Before you tuck your child into bed, pray togeth-
er. Remind your child that God is always here, just 
like you are here if your child needs you. Th is is an 
easy way to start a great new nightly bedtime rou-
tine for a family prayer time together. If you do not 
normally pray before bedtime, this is your week to 
get started!

EXTRA MILE

• Th is week’s verse starts “I will guide you and 
teach you the way you should go.” Spark your 
musical side by putting this verse to music. Start 
by humming a familiar melody and see if it fi ts. 
Th e tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” works 
quite well:

I will guide and teach you, teach you, teach 
you

I will guide and teach you, the way that 
you should go.

• Periodically during the week, ask your child to 
recite (or sing) the verse of the week. Th is could 
be during breakfast, in the car, or even over the 
phone. Encourage other family members to 
sing along!
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Bible Basis: 1 Sam uel 1:1 – 20; 3:1 – 21; 8:1 –  10:27
Bible Verse: Psalm 32:8: “I will guide you and teach you the way you should go. I will give you good advice 

and watch over you.”
Bible Point: God gave Samuel directions when he asked God for help. When I listen, God gives me direc-

tions too.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Hannah’s Prayer” (pages 156 – 159)
• “A Voice in the Night” (pages 160 – 163)
• “Israel’s First King” (pages 164 – 167)




