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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

ASK, Does anyone want to play a quick game?
ASK one child to be a lion, while everyone else will 

be a mouse. Have the lion stand in the center of an 
open area of the room. Th e mice should try to cross 
from one side of the room to the other without be-
ing tagged by the lion. If the lion tags a mouse, then 
the mouse becomes the lion. Th e game ends when 
only one mouse remains.

PLAY the game with the class for approximately fi ve 
minutes.

GATHER the children to sit down.
SAY, Today we are going to read some Bible stories 

that have lions and fi re! We are also going to learn 
how to make God number one, or the most import-
ant thing, in our lives.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies: Th e Beginner’s Bible, Lesson Materials DVD 
(optional), DVD player (optional)

INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-
ble stories. Tell them that whenever they hear the 
word “God,” they should quickly stand up and cheer.

PRACTICE this before you begin reading.
READ aloud “Fiery Furnace” and “Daniel and the 

Lions” from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Or, if you prefer, 
SHOW these stories from the lesson on the en-
closed DVD.

ASK, What were the names of the three men who 
were thrown into the fi ery furnace? (Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego.)

ASK, Why were the men thrown into the furnace? 
(They refused to bow down to the statue.)
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Bible Basis: Daniel 3; 6
Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 6:13: “Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.”
Bible Point: Daniel and his friends made God number one in their lives. I can make God number one in my life too!

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Fiery Furnace” (pages 247 – 250)
• “Daniel and the Lions” (pages 251 – 256)

Master Supplies List
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: Paper Lion Masks (one per child, see Lion Masks in Option 1: Lion Masks); white paper plates (one 
per child), crayons, scissors, wooden craft  sticks (one per child), glue sticks, tape

 Option 2: Potato, stuff ed animal or hand warmer, a CD player, a CD of worship music
 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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ASK, Were the men alone in the fi re? (No. An angel 
was with them.)

ASK, Who was thrown into the lions’ den? (Daniel.)

ASK, Why was Daniel thrown into the lions’ den? 
(Daniel prayed to God even though the law said not 
to do so.)

ASK, Did the lions gobble up Daniel? (No. The Lord 
kept Daniel safe.)

PRAY with the children. Th ank God for all he does 
and ask him to give them courage to make him 
number one, even when it’s really hard.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Lion Masks
Supplies: Paper Lion Masks (one per child, see below); 
white paper plates (one per child), crayons, scissors, 
wooden craft  sticks (one per child), glue sticks, tape.

Teacher Prep: Depending on the motor skills of the 
children in your class, you may want to cut out the 
face of each paper Lion Mask in advance.

SAY, I bet this class likes to roar like lions! Let’s roar 
together on the count of three. Ready?

COUNT to three. (Let the children roar a few times.)
SAY, Now we’re going to make lion masks so that we 

look like lions too. Our masks will help us remem-
ber how God protected Daniel from the lions!

GIVE each child a paper plate and a paper Lion Mask.
INSTRUCT children to glue the paper Lion Mask 

onto the paper plate.
HELP the children color the inside of the plate and 

the outer edge (most likely this will be orange for 
the face and brown for the mane).

CUT slits around the edge of the plate for the “hair” 
on the lion’s mane.

CUT out the lion’s eyes for each child.
TAPE the craft  stick to the bottom of the plate.
SAY, Now, does everyone look like a lion? Let’s hear 

you roar!

Option 2: Hot Potato
Supplies: Potato, stuff ed animal or hand warmer, a 
CD player, a CD of worship music.

Teacher Prep: Before class, locate an item that you 
can use to be the “hot potato.” Th is item should be 
easy for little hands to pass around a circle. You may 
use a potato, a stuff ed animal, or a hand warmer sack. 
Make sure you have some upbeat children’s worship 
music ready to play.

ASK the children to sit in a circle.
REVIEW this week’s verse together a few times. Make 

sure every child can say it well or with guidance.
ASK, In which story did we learn about something 

hot and dangerous? (“Fiery Furnace.”)

SAY, Today we are going to play a game to remind us 
of the fi ery furnace! I want you to pretend that this 
(hold up the potato, stuff ed animal, or hand warmer) 
is on fi re (start pretending the item is on fi re).

ASK, Will you be able to hold this in your hands for a 
long time? (No.)

SAY, So, in order to play the game, you will need to 
pass the “hot potato” as quickly as you can around 
the circle until the music stops. When the music 
stops, the person caught holding the “hot potato” 
will practice telling us today’s memory verse. If that 
person needs help, we can all help.

PLAY the game. Stop the music each time on a diff er-
ent child, and ask that child (or the entire circle) to 
say the memory verse.

Option 3: Who’s Making God Number One?

GATHER the children together and tell them that 
you have several friends who want to make God 
number one in their lives.

SAY, I am going to tell you about my friends. If you 
think they are making good choices by making God 
number one, clap your hands. Ready?

READ the following situations to the children. 
GUIDE them by clapping if the friend puts God 
fi rst.

 My friend loves singing songs about God. (Clap.)
 My friend doesn’t clean his room like his mom 
asked him to.
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 My friend decided God would want her to be 
nice and play games with her younger brother. 
(Clap.)

 My friend wants to pray for their soccer game 
before it starts. (Clap.)

 My friend does not want to share the last piece 
of cake.

 My friend wants to tell Bible stories to friends. 
(Clap.)

 My friend is being nice to all the boys and girls 
at school. (Clap.)

SAY, You did a great job! Now you know some ways 
you can make God number one in your life!

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family about how 
you can make God number one in your life!
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LESSON 16 | Lion Masks
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LESSON 16 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Why were the three brave men thrown into 

the fi ery furnace? (They refused to worship/
bow down to anyone or anything but God.)

2. Were the three men hurt in the fi re? (No. God 
kept them safe!)

3. Why was Daniel thrown into the lions’ den? 
(Daniel prayed to God when he wasn’t sup-
posed to.)

4. Did the lions gobble up Daniel? (No. God kept 
Daniel safe.)

LIVING FAITH
Th is week, each story your child studied involved 
men who were determined to keep God fi rst no 
matter what! Have your child select one of the Bible 
stories from this week and act it out for you as you 
read the story aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Pro-
vide your child with props, such as a box for a fur-
nace, a fi gurine for an idol, stuff ed animals for lions, 
and a fake crown for the king. Ask your child what 
God did to help the person or  people in that story.

When you come to the place(s) in the story 
where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Has your family decided to make God number 
one no matter what? Make it offi  cial! Print Joshua 
24:15 and declare that you and your family “will 
serve the Lord.” Have everyone sign the verse. 
You can even date it or add a picture to make it 
more offi  cial. Place the verse in a frame near the 
entrance of your home to remind everyone daily 
that God is to be number one no matter what.

• Print a picture of a lion and another picture of a 
fi re. Cut up the pictures and work with your child 
to put the puzzles you made back together. While 
you are putting the picture together, use the time 
to ask your child questions about the Bible story.

• Do you have old socks at home? Get out some 
markers and make sock puppets with your 
child. Use the puppets to act out ways you can 
make God number one this week.

• Th e men in both Bible stories prayed to God 
and trusted him. Your family may already pray 
before meals or at bedtime. Th at’s great! Th is 
week, try to take this a step further and pray as a 
family somewhere that you normally wouldn’t, 
outside of your home. If you go out to eat, pray 
at the restaurant. If you are in the car and see an 
ambulance drive by with its lights on, pray for 
whoever’s inside. Before you drop off  your child 
at day care or preschool, pray together. Chal-
lenge yourselves as a family to pray somewhere 
that might be outside of your comfort zone.
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Bible Basis: Daniel 3; 6
Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 6:13: “Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.”
Bible Point: Daniel and his friends made God number one in their lives. I can make God number one in 

my life too!

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Fiery Furnace” (pages 247 – 250)
• “Daniel and the Lions” (pages 251 – 256)




