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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

Supplies: Birth announcement(s) from friends or family.

INSTRUCT the children to sit in front of you.
SAY, It is a special and exciting experience for a family 

to have a new baby. Parents plan for many months 
and carefully choose the perfect name. Th ey want 
everyone to know about their new baby and see 
how beautiful their baby is.

SHOW children the birth announcement(s). Tell 

them about the babies who have been born to your 
friends or family and how you felt when you re-
ceived the announcement. Talk about the informa-
tion on the announcement and pass it around for 
the children to see.

SAY, When  Jesus was born, it was an exciting time 
too. It was not Mary and Joseph’s plan to have  Jesus, 
but God’s plan. God even chose his name! Th ere 
were no announcements to be mailed, but God sent 
his messengers to announce  Jesus’ birth. He used 
angels, a prophet, and a star to announce the birth 

LESSON 18 | A Savior Is Born

Bible Basis: Matthew 2:1 – 12; Luke 1:26 – 38; 2:1 – 20, 25 – 38
Bible Verse: Matthew 1:21: “She is going to have a son. You must give him the name  Jesus. Th at is because he will save 

his  people from their sins.”
Bible Point: God sent his Son to save the world.  Jesus is my Savior.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “An Angel Visits Mary” (pages 266 – 270)
• “Baby  Jesus Is Born” (pages 271 – 276)
• “Shepherds Visit” (pages 277 – 281)
• “Simeon and Anna Meet Baby  Jesus” (pages 282 – 285)
• “Th e Bright Star and Th ree Visitors” (pages 286 – 290)

Master Supplies List
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 Birth announcement(s) from friends or family
 Gold pipe cleaners (two per child)
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: Wooden craft  sticks (six per child), gold glitter, yarn, shallow bowl, glue sticks, glue, Matthew 1:21 
strips (one per child, see Option 1: A Savior Is Born)

 Option 2: Large T-shirt with a star drawn on it or attached to it
 Option 3: Touchable (nonbreakable) angel fi gure
 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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of his Son, who would be Savior of the world. Today 
we are going to hear more about the story of  Jesus’ 
birth.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies: Th e Beginner’s Bible, Lesson Materials DVD 
(optional), DVD player (optional), gold pipe cleaners (two 
per child).

Teacher Prep: Make each child a halo using two gold pipe 
cleaners twisted together at the ends.

GIVE each child a halo.
INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-

ble stories.
SAY, Whenever you hear about a messenger of God 

or an angel, I want you to hold your halo above your 
head.

PRACTICE this before you begin reading.
READ aloud “An Angel Visits Mary,” “Baby  Jesus Is 

Born,” “Shepherds Visit,” “Simeon and Anna Meet 
Baby  Jesus,” and “Th e Bright Star and Th ree Visitors” 
from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Or, if you prefer, SHOW 
these stories from the lesson on the enclosed DVD.

ASK, Why did an angel visit Mary? (The angel visited 
Mary to tell her she would have a son. He told her to 
name the baby  Jesus. He told her the baby would be 
the Son of God.)

ASK, Why did an angel visit the shepherds? (The angel 
visited the shepherds to tell them he had good news. 
He told them a Savior was born in Bethlehem. The an-
gels then sang praise to God.)

ASK, What did the shepherds do when they returned 
to their sheep? (They told everyone what they had 
seen and heard. They shouted praises to God.)

ASK, What did Simeon know about baby  Jesus? (He 
knew that  Jesus was the Savior of all  people.)

ASK, What did the Wise Men think when they saw 
the star? (They knew it was a sign from God. They 
knew a new king had been born. They followed the star 
to Bethlehem to give gifts to  Jesus.)

ASK, Why did an angel visit the Wise Men? (The angel 
warned the Wise Men not to go back to King Herod.)

PRAY with the children. Praise God for coming to 
earth as a baby to save us from our sins.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: A Savior Is Born
Supplies: Wooden craft  sticks (six per child), gold 
glitter, yarn, shallow bowl, glue sticks, glue, Matthew 
1:21 strips (one per child).

Teacher Prep: Print Matthew 1:21 on 8½" x 11" paper 
and cut into strips. Use bottled glue to attach three 
craft  sticks into a triangle shape. Do this for all craft  
sticks so that each child will have two triangles. Let 
the glue dry.

© 2013 by Brian Oesch

SAY, We’re going to make a craft  to remind us of to-
day’s Bible verse. Let’s say the verse together.

REPEAT the Bible verse several times together.
GIVE the children a craft  stick triangle and a glue 

stick. Show them how to draw a line of glue on each 
stick.

ASSIST the children as they press the glue side of 
their triangle in a shallow bowl of gold glitter. Give 
them another triangle to repeat the process.

GIVE the children a strip of paper with Matthew 1:21 
written across it. Show them how to use the glue 
stick to attach the paper to one of the triangles.

ATTACH the two triangles with bottled glue to make 
a six-pointed star. Tie a loop of yarn through the top 
for hanging. Allow the glue to dry.
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Option 2: Follow the Star Game
Supplies: Large T-shirt with a star drawn on it or at-
tached to it.

ASK, In the Bible story we just heard, who followed 
the star? (The Wise Men.)

ASK, Did they accomplish their mission to fi nd baby 
 Jesus? (Yes.)

SAY, Today we are going to play a game called Fol-
low the Star. Th e “star” will be the person wearing 
this shirt.

HOLD up the shirt for the children to see.
CHOOSE one child to be the “star” and help them put 

on the shirt over their clothing.
LINE up the other children behind the “star.”
SAY, Th is game is like Follow the Leader, except our 

leader is going to be the “star.” You must follow all 
the movements of the “star.” If you don’t, and I see 
you, I will ask you to sit down until the next “star” 
is chosen.

HELP the “star” fi nd new challenges to lead the class 
through, like crawling under a table or skipping 
down the hallway.

CHANGE the “star” oft en so every child has a turn.

Option 3: Messenger Game
Supplies: Nonbreakable angel fi gure.

ASK, Who were the messengers in the Bible story to-
day? (Angels.)

SAY, Messengers in the Bible had important things to 
say because God sent them to speak with  people. 
It was important for them to tell the right message 
and not mess it up, right? Today we are going to play 
the Messenger Game. We’ll pretend that we’re the 
angels who are supposed to speak God’s message. 
Are you ready to play?

LINE up the children side by side, with a little bit of 
space between each one.

GIVE the fi rst child in line the angel and whisper a 
simple message (such as “ Jesus is born in Bethle-
hem”) into the child’s ear.

INSTRUCT that child to hand the angel to the next 
person in line and try to repeat the message exactly 

by whispering it into that person’s ear.
REPEAT until the message has made it to the end of 

the line. Have the last child repeat the message out 
loud. If you have time, you can play this “telephone” 
game again with other phrases. Try rearranging the 
children so the same child doesn’t get to be fi rst (or 
last) each time.

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family about the 
birth of  Jesus, our Savior.
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LESSON 18 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. How do you think Mary felt when the angel 

appeared to her? (Scared, excited, surprised, 
etc.)

2. How do you think Simeon and Anna knew 
that  Jesus was the Savior? (God told them. 
Simeon and Anna recognized that  Jesus was 
the Savior God had promised to send.)

3. What was Herod’s trick? Why did he tell 
the Wise Men he wanted to worship  Jesus? 
(Herod wanted to trick the Wise Men into 
fi nding  Jesus for him. If Herod had said that he 
wanted to hurt  Jesus, the Wise Men wouldn’t 
have gone to fi nd  Jesus.)

4. If you could have brought a gift  to baby  Jesus, 
what would it have been?

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories from 
this week and act it out for you as you read the sto-
ry aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Th ere are many 
starring roles for an angel in these stories. Cut holes 
in an old pillowcase to make an angel’s robe. Use 
pipe cleaners or a fancy headband for a halo. If you 
have costume wings, use those as well. Th e garage 
or driveway is a perfect place to set up a stable and 
to ride a donkey or camels (bikes). A simple box 
or toy cradle can serve as the manger. Of course, 
you’ll need a baby doll wrapped in blankets.

When you come to the place(s) in the story 
where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Th e birth of a child is an exciting event! Tell 
about your child’s own birth. Explain how you 
chose the name. Show pictures and the baby 
book, if you have one.

• Remind your child that Christmas is the cele-
bration of  Jesus’ birth. Plan a birthday party for 
 Jesus to be held this Christmas. Let your child 
choose food, decorations, and games. Decide 
who to invite and use a computer or craft  paper 
to make invitations.

LESSON 18 | A Savior Is Born
Bible Basis: Matthew 2:1 – 12; Luke 1:26 – 38; 2:1 – 20, 25 – 38
Bible Verse: Matthew 1:21: “She is going to have a son. You must give him the name  Jesus. Th at is because 

he will save his  people from their sins.”
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• Th e Wise Men worshiped  Jesus by giving him gift s of 
gold and spices. We can’t give  Jesus physical gift s, but 
we can worship him through giving. Write “Worship-
ing  Jesus” at the top of a piece of paper. Draw a line 
down the middle and label one side “Give to  Jesus” and 
the other “Give to Others.” Have your child help you 
think of ideas for each side of the chart. “Give to  Jesus” 
gift s might include money (tithe), praise, attention, 
time, obedience, or a song. “Give to Others” gift s can 
include physical gift s such as food and blankets. Post 
the list in your home as a reminder to worship God 
through giving.

• Have a Christmas sing-along! Th is is especially fun to 
do during an off -season. Play meaningful favorites like 
“Joy to the World” and “Away in a Manger.” If you have 
a child’s set of musical instruments, let your child play 
along!




