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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

Supplies:	Baby	doll	wrapped	in	a	blanket.

HOLD up	the	baby	doll	as	the	children	settle	in.	Be-
gin	 softly	 singing	 “Rock-a-Bye	Baby”	 as	 you	walk	
around	 the	 room,	 gently	 rocking	 the	 doll.	 As	 the	
children	begin	 to	notice	what	 you	 are	doing,	mo-
tion	for	them	to	quietly	take	their	seats	so	they	don’t	
wake	up	your	baby.

SAY, I’ve	 brought	 a	 visitor	 today.	 This	 is	 my	 little	
baby.	It	is	a	toy,	but	today	I’m	pretending	to	be	this	
baby’s	parent.

ASK, Who	knows	what	a	parent	is?	(Take responses.)
SAY, Did	you	know	that		Jesus	had	parents	too?	Mary	

and	Joseph	were	his	parents	here	on	earth,	but	he	
also	 had	 a	 Father.	His	 Father	was	God	way	 up	 in	
heaven.	Just	like	parents	on	earth	want	to	take	care	
of	their	children	and	watch	over	them,	God	wanted	
to	take	care	of		Jesus	and	watch	over	him	too.

SAY, But	 that’s	 not	 all.	The	Bible	 tells	 us	 that	God	 is	
our	heavenly	Father.	He	wants	to	take	care	of	us	and	
watch	over	us	just	like	he	watched	over	his	Son,		Jesus.	
Our	story	today	will	show	you	how	God	watched	over	
	Jesus	when	he	was	a	little	baby	and	as	he	grew	up.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies:	 The Beginner’s Bible,	 Lesson	 Materials	 DVD		
(optional),	DVD	player	(optional).

LESSON 19 | God Is Our Father

Bible Basis:	Matthew	2:13	–	23;	3:1	–	17;	4:18	–	22;	9:9;	10:1	–	4;	Mark	1	–	3;	Luke	2:41	–	52;	3:1	–	22;	5	–	6;	John	1:1	–	34
Bible Verse:	Luke	2:49:	“	‘Why	were	you	looking	for	me?’	he	asked.	‘Didn’t	you	know	I	had	to	be	in	my	Father’s	house?’	”
Bible Point:	God	watched	over	his	Son,		Jesus.	God	watches	over	me	too!

Resource:	The Beginner’s Bible
•	 “An	Angry	King”	(pages	291	–	295)
•	 “	Jesus	Is	Lost!”	(pages	296	–	302)
•	 “John	Baptizes		Jesus”	(pages	303	–	307)
•	 “	Jesus	Chooses	His	Disciples”	(pages	308	–	313)

Master Supplies List
	F A	baby	doll	wrapped	in	a	blanket
 F The Beginner’s Bible
	F Lesson	Materials	DVD	(optional)
	F DVD	player	(optional)
	F Family	Page	(one	per	child;	see	end	of	this	lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All templates are 
located at the end of this lesson.

 F Option 1: Yellow	and	brown	yarn	cut	into	half-inch	lengths	(several	pieces	per	child),	glue,	construction	paper	
(one	piece	per	child),	craft	pom-poms	(two	per	child)

 F Option 2:	A	baby	doll	wrapped	in	a	blanket
 F Option 4: Crayons	or	markers,	coloring	page	(one	per	child)
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INSTRUCT the	children	to	listen	carefully	to	the	Bi-
ble	stories.

SAY, Each	time	you	hear	the	name	“	Jesus,”	I	want	you	
to	say,	“Praise	the	Lord!”

PRACTICE this	before	reading.
READ aloud	“An	Angry	King,”	“	Jesus	Is	Lost!,”	“John	

Baptizes	 	Jesus,”	 and	“	Jesus	Chooses	His	Disciples”	
from	The Beginner’s Bible.	Or,	if	you	prefer,	SHOW	
these	stories	from	the	lesson	on	the	enclosed	DVD.

ASK, Do	you	think	King	Herod	liked		Jesus?	(No.) Do	
you	think	Herod	would	have	hurt		Jesus	if	he	could	
have	found	him? (Yes.)

ASK, Who	watched	 over	 	Jesus	 and	made	 sure	 that	
Herod	did	not	hurt	him?	(God watched over  Jesus 
because God was his Father.)

ASK, What	scary	 thing	happened	when	 	Jesus	was	a	
boy	 in	 Jerusalem?	 (His parents, Mary and Joseph, 
couldn’t find him.) Have	you	ever	been	lost?	How	did	
you	feel? (Take responses.)

ASK, When	 Mary	 and	 Joseph	 found	 	Jesus,	 whose	
house	did	 	Jesus	 say	he	had	been	visiting?	 (His Fa-
ther’s house.)

ASK, When		Jesus	got	baptized,	what	flew	down	from	
heaven	to	show	everyone	that		Jesus	was	God’s	Son?	
(A bird or a dove.)

SAY, After		Jesus	grew	up,	God	still	watched	over	him	
and	helped	him.	God	helped		Jesus	pick	some	spe-
cial	helpers	called	disciples.	How	many	disciples	did	
God	help	his	Son	pick?	(Twelve.)

ASK, If	God	is	also	our	Father,	does	he	watch	over	us	
too?	(Yes.)

ASK, Can	you	 tell	me	about	 a	 time	when	God	was	
watching	over	you	and	kept	you	safe?	(Take respons-
es.)

PRAY with	the	children.	Thank	God	for	being	a	Fa-
ther	to		Jesus	and	to	us.	Ask	him	to	help	us	always	
remember	he	is	our	Father	in	heaven.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose	 from	 these	 activity	options	 to	help	 the	 children	
explore	the	lesson	further.

Option 1: Baby  Jesus Haystacks
Supplies:	Yellow	 and	brown	yarn	 cut	 into	half-inch	
lengths	(several	pieces	per	child),	glue,	construction	

paper	(one	piece	per	child),	craft	pom-poms	(two	per	
child).

REMIND the	 children	 how	 God	 watched	 over	 his	
Son	when	he	was	just	a	little	baby.

SAY, Today	we	are	going	to	make	a	 little	baby	 	Jesus	
that	you	can	take	home	with	you.

INSTRUCT the	children	to	glue	two	pom-poms	to-
gether	with	a	dab	of	glue	to	create	their	baby		Jesus.	
Set	the	“baby		Jesus”	aside	to	dry.

GIVE each	child	several	pieces	of	yarn	to	use	as	“hay,”	
and	also	give	them	a	piece	of	construction	paper.

INSTRUCT the	children	to	put	an	adequate	amount	
of	glue	onto	the	center	of	their	construction	paper.	
Ask	them	to	place	the	“hay”	into	the	glue,	forming	
a	mound.	They	can	then	apply	another	dab	of	glue	
and	place	the	baby		Jesus	in	the	hay.

Option 2: Hot and Cold
Supplies:	Baby	doll	wrapped	in	a	blanket.

PRETEND with	your	class	that		Jesus	(the	baby	doll)	
is	lost.

EXPLAIN that	the	child	picked	to	be	“it”	is	to	keep	
eyes	closed	while	you	hide	the	baby.	The	other	chil-
dren	can	watch	where	it	is	hidden.

GIVE the	child	chosen	to	be	“it”	hints	from	the	other	
children	who	say	“hot”	when	the	child	is	close	and	
“cold”	when	the	child	is	farther	away	from	the	hid-
den	doll.

CELEBRATE when	baby		Jesus	is	found.
GIVE each	child	a	 turn	trying	 to	find	the	 lost	 (hid-

den)	baby	doll.

Option 3: “Father, Father Up Above”
TEACH this	 simple	 praise	 song	 to	 your	 class.	This	

song	will	 help	 remind	 the	 children	 that	 God	 is	 a	
Father	who	watches	over	them	and	cares	for	them.	
Sing	this	song	to	the	tune	of	“Twinkle,	Twinkle	Lit-
tle	Star.”

Father, Father, up above
Thank you, thank you, for your love.

Thanks for  Jesus; he’s your Son
Thanks for family, food, and fun.
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Thank you, thanks for all you do
God our Father, we love you.

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies:	Crayons	or	markers,	coloring	page	(one	per	
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family	Page	(one	per	child).

GIVE each	child	a	copy	of	this	week’s	Family	Page.
SAY, Give	this	page	to	your	family	when	they	pick	you	

up.	It	will	remind	you	to	tell	your	family	about	how	
God	watched	 over	 his	 Son,	 	Jesus,	 and	 he	watches	
over	us	too.



LESSON 19 | God Is Our Father  The Beginner’s Bible Curriculum

LESSON 19 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Why didn’t the Wise Men tell Herod where 

 Jesus was? (God warned them in a dream not 
to go back to Herod. They didn’t want Herod 
to hurt  Jesus.)

2. Who took care of  Jesus when he was a baby? 
(Mary and Joseph, his parents on earth.)

3. Did  Jesus obey Mary and Joseph because 
they were his parents too? (Yes.)

4. If  Jesus obeyed his parents, should you obey 
your parents? (Yes.)

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories 
from this week and act it out for you as you read 
the story aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. You can 
help your child understand the love of a parent 
for a child by acting out a manger scene. Set up 
an area in your house to be your stable, and allow 

your child to play either Mary, Joseph, baby  Jesus, 
or another character who was present at the stable.

When you come to the place(s) in the story 
where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Th is week, your child read about  Jesus picking 
his disciples. Help your child begin memorizing 
the names of the 12 disciples by using the sim-
ple song below. Th e song is sung to the tune of 
“ Jesus Loves Me.”

 Jesus called them one by one
Peter, Andrew, James, and John.
Th en came Phillip, Th omas too,
Matthew and Bartholomew.

Yes,  Jesus called them.
Yes,  Jesus called them.
Yes,  Jesus called them.
He called them one by one.

James, the one they called the less,
Simon, also Th addeus.
Th e twelft h apostle Judas made,
 Jesus was by him betrayed.

Yes,  Jesus called them.
Yes,  Jesus called them.
Yes,  Jesus called them.
He called them one by one.

LESSON 19 | God Is Our Father
Bible Basis: Matthew 2:13 – 23; 3:1 – 17; 4:18 – 22; 9:9; 10:1 – 4; Mark 1 – 3; Luke 2:41 – 52; 3:1 – 22; 5 – 6; 

John 1:1 – 34
Bible Verse: Luke 2:49: “ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he asked. ‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?’ ”
Bible Point: God watched over his Son,  Jesus. God watches over me too!

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “An Angry King” (pages 291 – 295)
• “ Jesus Is Lost!” (pages 296 – 302)
• “John Baptizes  Jesus” (pages 303 – 307)
• “ Jesus Chooses His Disciples” (pages 308 – 313)




