
LESSON 20 | Big and Small Miracles 1 The Beginner’s Bible Curriculum

STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

Supplies: Apples (one per child, to be used as visual aids), 
paper bag (or other material —  the apples should not be 
visible through the bag).

Teacher Prep: Put the apples into the bag.

INSTRUCT the children to sit in a circle.
ASK, Does anyone know what a miracle is? (Take re-

sponses.)
SAY, A miracle is a wonderful thing that only God 

can do, and no one can really explain how he did it. 
When the big fi sh swallowed Jonah and God made 
the fi sh spit him back on the dry land, that was a 
miracle. In the Bible, we read about many miracles 

that  Jesus performed. But guess what? I have a bag 
full of miracles right here.

SHOW the children the bag full of apples, but don’t 
open it yet.

ASK, Would you like to see the miracles in my bag?
TAKE out one apple and hand it to a child.
ASK, What is that? (An apple.)

ASK, Where did it come from? (A store, a tree, a 
farm.) (Aft er the child answers, pull out another ap-
ple and roll it to another student.)

ASK the second child a more probing question. For 
instance, if the fi rst child’s answer was the store, ask 
where the store got the apple. If the fi rst child’s an-
swer was a tree, ask where the tree came from.

LESSON 20 | Big and Small Miracles

Bible Basis: Matthew 5:1 – 12; 6:9 – 13, 25 – 34; 8:5 – 13; Luke 6:17 – 23; 11:1 – 4; 12:22 – 31; John 2:1 – 11
Bible Verse: Luke 19:37: “Th ere the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God . . . for all the miracles they had seen.”
Bible Point:  Jesus made miracles happen when he walked on this earth. Today  Jesus can make miracles happen for 

me too.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “ Jesus’ First Miracle” (pages 314 – 317)
• “ Jesus Teaches on a Mountain” (pages 318 – 321)
• “Th e Lord’s Prayer” (page 323)
• “A Captain’s Faith” (pages 324 – 327)

Master Supplies List
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 Apples (one per child, to be used as visual aids)
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: Cardboard toilet paper tubes (one per child), crayons, stickers, blue tissue paper (one sheet per child), 
red tissue paper (one sheet per child), “water” pictures (one per child), “wine” pictures (one per child)

 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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GIVE an apple to each child and continue to one 
probing question. Eventually the children will run 
out of answers, or they will answer that God made 
the fruit.

ASK, How did God make fruit? (It’s a miracle.)

SAY, No one can really explain how God made all the 
wonderful things on our planet, including the food 
we eat. Th is is a miracle God does for us every day.

COLLECT the apples and put them back in your bag.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies: Th e Beginner’s Bible, Lesson Materials DVD 
(optional), DVD player (optional).

INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-
ble stories.

TELL the children that when they hear the word 
“miracle,” they should look up to heaven and say, 
“Wow, God!”

PRACTICE this before reading.
READ aloud “ Jesus’ First Miracle,” “ Jesus Teaches on 

a Mountain,” “Th e Lord’s Prayer,” and “A Captain’s 
Faith” from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Or, if you prefer, 
SHOW these stories from the lesson on the en-
closed DVD.

ASK, What is a miracle? (Something amazing that 
only God can do.)

ASK, When  Jesus went to a wedding, what miracle 
did he do there? (He changed water into wine.)

SAY, When  Jesus was teaching on a mountain, he said 
that God takes care of all the animals and plants ev-
ery day. Is that a miracle? (Yes.)

SAY, In the Lord’s Prayer,  Jesus said we should ask 
God to “give us today our daily bread.” Th is means 
that just like God feeds the birds every day, he will 
also feed us every day! Could a regular person do 
that? (No.)

ASK, When the captain in the army spoke to  Jesus, 
what did he say was wrong with his servant? (He 
was sick.) Did  Jesus make him better with medicine 
or a doctor? (No.) How did  Jesus make him better? 
(With a miracle.)

ASK, Can you tell me about some kinds of miracles 
that you can see every day? (Answers may vary, but 
if children seem to have trouble answering, you can 

suggest sunrises, fl owers blooming, the earth produc-
ing food for us, etc.)

PRAY with the children. Th ank God for his miracles 
that we read about in the Bible and for the miracles 
he performs for us every day.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Miracle Jars
Supplies: Cardboard toilet paper tubes (one per 
child), crayons, stickers, blue tissue paper (one sheet 
per child), red tissue paper (one sheet per child), “wa-
ter” pictures (one per child), “wine” pictures (one per 
child).

Teacher Prep: Make sure to have one water drop im-
age and one wine glass image per child. Th ese need to 
be roughly 1" wide so they fi t on the toilet paper tubes. 
Cut them out ahead of time for the children.

GIVE a toilet paper tube, crayons, and stickers to each 
child.

SAY, Today we are going to make “miracle jars” to re-
mind us of when  Jesus turned water into wine.

ALLOW the children to decorate their jar (toilet paper 
tube) any way they like with crayons and stickers.

GIVE each child one water picture and one wine pic-
ture.

HELP the children glue the “water” picture to one 
side of the tube, and then instruct them to stuff  their 
piece of blue tissue paper into the tube, leaving some 
of the paper visible at the top. Have the children fl ip 
the tube over and help them glue the “wine” picture 
to the other side. Instruct them to stuff  the red tis-
sue paper into this end, leaving some of the paper 
visible. Now they can hold their “Miracle Jar” one 
way for “water,” and then fl ip it over for “wine.”

Option 2: Feed the Animals Charades
SAY, Th is game will show how God miraculously 

makes sure that all the animals on the planet are fed.
TELL the children that you are the zookeeper, and it’s 

your job to feed the animals.
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ASK one child at a time to come up to you. Whisper 
in the child’s ear a type of animal that you want the 
child to pretend to be. Th e child should act out that 
animal without making any noise. If the other chil-
dren can guess what the animal is, pretend to feed 
the animal. If the children have a hard time guess-
ing, allow the child to make a noise as well.

GIVE each child a turn being a diff erent animal. At 
the end of this game, remind them that God, who 
makes sure that all the animals get fed, loves us even 
more than the animals he created.

Option 3: “He’s Got the Whole World in His 
Hands” (animal version)

ASK the children to sit in a circle.
SING this traditional song with your class with an 

emphasis on diff erent animals. (See http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=xscZeFD2m_o.)

AS you name each animal that is “in his hands,” lead 
the children in acting and sounding like that animal. 
For instance, when you sing, “He’s got the swinging 
little monkey in his hands,” you would make mo-
tions and chattering sounds like a monkey. Below 
are some other animal options for the verses, but 
you can let the children choose other animals and 
create diff erent verses for the song.

 He’s got the big, stomping elephant in his hands. 
(Stomp like an elephant.)

 He’s got the tiny little ant in his hands. (Crawl 
your fi ngers across the palm of your hand like an 
ant.)

 He’s got the big, growly bear in his hands. (Raise 
your arms and growl like a bear.)

 He’s got the sweet, soft  kitten in his hands. (Pre-
tend to swish your tail and meow.)

 He’s got the swishy, swishy fi shy in his hands. 
(Pretend to swim.)

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick 

you up. It will remind you to tell your family about 
God’s miracles that we read about in the Bible and 
for the miracles he continues to do today.
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LESSON 20 | Miracle Jars
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LESSON 20 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. What is a miracle? (An amazing thing that 

only God can do.)

2. Can just anyone make a miracle happen? 
(No.)

3. Can you name a miracle that  Jesus did in the 
stories you heard this week? (He turned water 
into wine; he healed the captain’s servant.)

4. What kinds of miracles does God do for us 
every day? (He has made us bett er when we’ve 
been sick; he feeds all the  people and animals 
on earth; he makes trees and plants grow.)

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories from 
this week and act it out for you as you read the sto-
ry aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Th e story “A 
Captain’s Faith” will be a fun story to act out. Your 
child will enjoy pretending to be the sick servant 
lying on the couch, and you can pretend to be the 

worried captain who seeks help from  Jesus.
When you come to the place(s) in the story 

where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE
• Th is week, begin helping your child memorize 

the Lord’s Prayer, which was in this lesson:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
Amen.

• During this week’s lesson, your child learned 
how God miraculously provides food for all the 
animals and  people on earth. Th is is a good op-
portunity to discuss with your child how God of-
ten uses  people to help him provide this miracle 
to other  people. You could explain how a food 
bank operates. Th en, as a family, gather items to 
donate to a local food bank. When you deliver 
the items, explain to your child how your fami-
ly, including your child, is helping God provide 
food for others.

LESSON 20 | Big and Small Miracles
Bible Basis: Matthew 5:1 – 12; 6:9 – 13, 25 – 34; 8:5 – 13; Luke 6:17 – 23; 11:1 – 4; 12:22 – 31; John 2:1 – 11
Bible Verse: Luke 19:37: “Th ere the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God . . . for all the miracles 

they had seen.”
Bible Point:  Jesus made miracles happen when he walked on this earth. Today  Jesus can make miracles 

happen for us too.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “ Jesus’ First Miracle” (pages 314 – 317)
• “ Jesus Teaches on a Mountain” (pages 318 – 321)
• “Th e Lord’s Prayer” (page 323)
• “A Captain’s Faith” (pages 324 – 327)




