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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

Supplies: Large plastic cup or container; 4 fi gures/dolls to 
represent  Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha; a fl at stone or 
coaster large enough to completely cover the mouth of the 
plastic cup; small strips of rags or tissue paper.

GATHER the children in a circle or at a table.
LAY the cup on its side on either the fl oor or the table.
WRAP a few strips of rags or tissue around the 

Lazarus fi gure and hide him inside the cup.

COVER the mouth of the cup with the fl at stone, or 
use a coaster or bunched-up paper to serve as a rock.

PLACE the Mary, Martha, and  Jesus fi gures in front 
of the cup.

SAY, Mary and Martha were crying. But then  Jesus 
arrived. He saw them crying and said, “Lazarus! 
Come out!”

REMOVE the Lazarus fi gure from the cup.
HAVE the  Jesus fi gure help remove Lazarus’s grave 

clothes (strips of cloth).
SAY, When Mary, Martha, and the others saw that 

LESSON 25 |  Jesus Gives Life

Bible Basis: Luke 10:38 – 42; John 11:1 – 44; 12:3 – 8
Bible Verse: John 11:25: “ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even 

if he dies.’ ”
Bible Point:  Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. If I believe in  Jesus, he will give me eternal life in heaven!

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Mary and Martha” (pages 385 – 390)
• “Lazarus Lives Again” (pages 418 – 422)
• “A Gift  for  Jesus” (pages 423 – 426)

Master Supplies List
 Large plastic cup or container
 4 fi gures/dolls to represent  Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha
 Flat stone or coaster large enough to completely cover the mouth of the plastic cup
 Small strips of rags or tissue paper
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: Chairs, towels, buckets or tubs, small cups of water (all supplies, one per pair of children)
 Option 3: Mixing bowls, plastic or wooden spoons, aprons, duster, broom, dust cloth, sponge, etc. (one prop 

per child)
 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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 Jesus brought Lazarus back from the dead, everyone 
praised God.

JUMP the Lazarus fi gure up and down excitedly, 
showing his gratitude to  Jesus.

SAY, Th en Lazarus said, “Th ank you,  Jesus! I was 
dead! But I am alive again! Praise God!”

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-
ble stories.

TELL them that when they hear about Mary, they 
should put a hand to one ear to listen. When they 
hear about Martha, they should begin to stir some-
thing in a bowl. When they hear about Lazarus being 
raised from the dead, they should shout, “I’m alive!”

READ aloud “Mary and Martha,” “Lazarus Lives 
Again,” and “A Gift  for  Jesus” from Th e Beginner’s 
Bible. Or, if you prefer, SHOW these stories from 
the lesson on the enclosed DVD.

ASK, Why didn’t Mary help her sister? (She was lis-
tening to  Jesus.)

ASK, What did  Jesus tell Martha? (“Martha, Martha, 
you should not be upset. Mary has chosen what is 
bett er. She is listening to me.”)

ASK, Why did Mary and Martha’s brother, Lazarus, 
die? (He got sick and didn’t get bett er.)

ASK, How did  Jesus bring Lazarus back to life? (He 
prayed to God. Then he told Lazarus to come out of 
the tomb.)

ASK, What did Mary put on  Jesus’ feet? (Expensive 
perfume.)

PRAY with the children. Th ank God for eternal life 
in heaven.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Perfumed Feet
Supplies: Chairs, towels, buckets or tubs, small cups 
of water (all supplies one per pair of children).

SAY, Today we learned how a woman named Mary 
showed her love for  Jesus in a really diff erent way. 

Does anyone remember what Mary did to  Jesus’ 
feet? (Poured perfume on them.)

SAY, You and a partner are going to take turns pre-
tending that one of you is  Jesus and the other is 
Mary.

INSTRUCT the children to take off  their shoes and 
socks. (If any children feel uncomfortable with tak-
ing off  their socks, or are wearing tights, give them 
the option of acting out only the Mary role.)

DIVIDE the children into pairs. Give each pair a chair, 
towels, a bucket or tub, and a small cup of water.

SAY, Th is small cup of water is the “perfume” that you 
get to pour on  Jesus’ feet.

GIVE the children time to take turns pouring “per-
fume” on each other’s feet.

GATHER the children in a circle on the fl oor when 
they’ve each had a turn.

ASK, How did that feel? (Funny, ticklish, weird.)

SAY, In  Jesus’ day,  people’s feet were really dirty be-
cause the roads were dusty and the  people wore san-
dals. For Mary to pour perfume instead of water on 
 Jesus’ feet was her way of telling him how much she 
loved him.

ASK, Can you think of a special way you can show 
love to someone in your family? Or to God? (Take 
responses.)

Option 2: Lazarus, Come Out! Game
Supplies: Open area where children can run safely.

SAY, We are going to play a game called “Lazarus, 
Come Out!” One person will be “it,” and that per-
son will try to catch everyone else. Th e person who 
is “it” must catch a person and then say, “Grave!” 
When you are caught by “it” and sent to the grave, 
you must remain “dead.” You must stop running and 
moving. You have to stay still until another child in 
the class touches you and says, “Come Out!”

SAY, Th is game reminds us of when  Jesus said, 
“Lazarus, come out!”  Jesus set Lazarus free from the 
grave and brought him back to life.

PLAY the game for about fi ve to ten minutes.

TAKE turns changing who is “it.”
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Option 3: Mary and Martha Action Rhyme
Supplies: Mixing bowls, plastic or wooden spoons, 
aprons, duster, broom, dust cloth, sponge, etc. (one 
prop per child).

SAY, We are going to pretend to be the sisters Mary 
and Martha. Do you remember which sister took 
the time to listen to  Jesus? Which one worked hard 
trying to serve him? (Mary listened to  Jesus. Mar-
tha was busy preparing food for him.)

SAY, I am now going to read you a rhyme.
READ the rhyme the whole way through without the 

actions:

Mary sat at  Jesus’ feet
And listened to his Word
But Martha ran around and worked
And not a word she heard
Who will YOU be?
Martha or Mary?
Listen, listen, listen to his Word!

SAY, Now I am going to teach you some actions and 
give you a prop so you can act like Martha. I’m go-
ing to read the rhyme again, so follow me.

READ the rhyme again, adding and teaching the ac-
tions:

Mary sat at  Jesus’ feet (have children sit down, 
cross-legged on the fl oor)

And listened to his Word (put hand to one ear and 
lean forward to listen)

But Martha ran around and worked (pretend to 
sweep the fl oor and stir something in a bowl)

And not a word she heard (shake head)
Who will YOU be? (hands out, palms up to show 

“who”)
Martha (hands to one side) or Mary? (hands to 

the other side)
Listen (hand to one ear), listen, listen to his Word! 

(pretend to open a Bible with palms facing up)

REPEAT the rhyme again.

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child)

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family about how 
 Jesus promises to give us eternal life in heaven if we 
trust our lives to him.
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LESSON 25 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Do you think you are a good listener, like 

Mary?
2. Why didn’t  Jesus tell Mary to go and help her 

sister? (It was more important for her to listen 
to him at that moment.)

3. How was Lazarus like  Jesus? (He rose from 
the dead, like  Jesus.) How was Lazarus dif-
ferent from  Jesus? (Lazarus needed  Jesus’ 
help to rise from the dead, but  Jesus rose 
from the dead on his own, because he is the 
Son of God.)

4. Why did Mary pour perfume on  Jesus’ feet? 
(She wanted to show her love.)

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories from 
this week and act it out for you as you read the 
story aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Your child 
will enjoy wearing rags wrapped around arms and 
legs while playing the part of Lazarus. Also give 

your child props to pretend to pour perfume on 
your feet.

When you come to the place(s) in the story 
where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Add a tiny drop of perfume to a small bottle 
fi lled with water. Th is will act as Mary’s perfume. 
Have your child play the part of Mary while you 
play the role of  Jesus. Have your child kneel at 
 Jesus’ feet to anoint him with the perfume wa-
ter. Discuss again why Mary anointed  Jesus’ feet. 
(She was off ering a special gift to him.) Reread 
the story of Mary pouring perfume on  Jesus’ 
feet in “A Gift  for  Jesus” from Th e Beginner’s Bi-
ble or from your Bible.

• Teach your child this rhyme:

Why did you waste this perfume?
Th ere are  people starving on the street.
You spent so much money to buy this 

perfume,
Just to pour it on  Jesus’ feet!
Why?
“Because I love  Jesus!” Mary said. “And he 

loves me.”
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Bible Basis: Luke 10:38 – 42; John 11:1 – 44; 12:3 – 8
Bible Verse: John 11:25: “ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me 

will live, even if he dies.’ ”
Bible Point:  Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. If I believe in  Jesus, he will give me eternal life in heaven!

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “Mary and Martha” (pages 385 – 390)
• “Lazarus Lives Again” (pages 418 – 422)
• “A Gift  for  Jesus” (pages 423 – 426)




