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Journey to the Promised Land

Series Aims
•	 To teach that the holiness of God demands that 

sin be dealt with if God is to dwell with his people.
•	 To show that forgetting God's rescue leads to 

disobedience.
•	 To be reminded that God punishes sin, but that 

forgiveness is possible because of the mediator 
God has chosen.

•	 To understand that our certain hope of heaven 
is based on God's faithfulness and not our 
performance.

Series Context
In Genesis 15:5-7, God made two promises to 
Abraham.
1. He will have more people in his family than there 

are stars in the sky.
2. He and his family will be given the Promised Land.
At	the	beginning	of	Exodus,	400	years	later,	we	find	
that Abraham's family through his grandson Jacob, 
has grown enormously (Exodus 1:7). They are not 
yet	 innumerable,	but	 they	have	grown	significantly	
from the seventy who arrived at the time of Joseph.
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However, they are still not in the Promised Land. 
Instead they are under the oppressive rule of the 
king of Egypt who has enslaved them.
Exodus 1-19 describes how God rescued them from 
Egypt so that he could dwell with them in the land 
he gave to Abraham. After their rescue, the Lord 
assembled them at Mount Sinai and told them how 
he expected them to live as the people of God.
This series explores the journey from Sinai to the 
boarder of the Promised Land. It turns out to be a 
much longer journey than it needed to be and there 
are many adventures along the way!

Series Overview
This series follows the Israelites as they journey from 
Mount Sinai to the land God had promised his people. 
It begins with God’s instructions to Moses for building 
the tabernacle so that God could live amongst them. 
But the Israelites kept turning away – they decided 
for themselves what God was like and made him out 
to be a golden calf; they refused to trust his promises 
even when they saw how good the land was; they 
rejected God’s chosen leaders; and complained 
constantly. Even Moses disobeyed!
God punished them to show his people that he is a 
holy God, but he was also merciful each time and 
always saved them. The series ends with Moses 
reminding the people of God’s goodness throughout 
their forty years in the desert and warning them not 
to disobey now that they have reached the edge of 
the Promised Land.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's good 
promises to Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. [NIV]
Idea 1: Actions
Get the children to suggest actions for the key words 
of the verse. Start by saying the verse while the 
children do the actions. Then all say the words and 
do the actions. Finally, see if the children can say the 
words while you do the actions.
Idea 2: Build a word road
Write the verse out on A4 sheets of paper – one, two 
or three words per page. You could include some 
simple pictures for some of the key words. Place 
these sheets on a wall or board so they look like 
the road to the Promised Land. Remove a couple 
of sections of 'road' at a time as the children learn 
the verse.
Idea 3: Balloon Pop
Print two copies of the memory verse on different 
coloured paper. Cut the verses up into short phrases 
and place these phrases inside balloons before 
inflating	the	balloons.

Tip: Different colour balloons and light coloured 
paper will mean that the children won't be able to 
work out which balloons contain the colour paper 
that has been assigned to their team. Also, make is 
more interesting by breaking the verse up differently 
for each team.
Use clothes pegs (or sticky tape), to secure the 
balloons to a length of string stretched across the 
room.
Divide the class into two teams and assign a colour 
to each team. You will also need a long stick (Moses' 
staff) with a pin attached which the children will use 
to pop the balloons.
Children from each team take turns to pop one 
balloon each. Regardless of which team pops the 
balloon, the piece of coloured paper from that balloon 
is	given	to	the	team	assigned	that	colour.	The	first	
team to collect all the phrases and correctly assemble 
the verse, wins.

Using This Resource
This programme is designed to be adaptable. It can 
be	used	for	a	mixed	3-11's	group	or	more	age-specific	
groups.
Text in blue is generally applicable to younger 
children (3-7 years), green text is aimed at older 
children (7-11 years), and black text is applicable to 
all-age groups, at the leader's discretion.
Leaders are encouraged to engage with the study 
material in a devotional manner, seeking to apply 
God's word to their own lives before attempting to 
teach others.
We trust that you will be blessed as you do that. 
We also hope that once you have done that, your 
application of God's word to the children you teach 
will be more deliberate and relevant.
Note: All page numbers in this document are 
hyperlinked – simply click on the number to jump to 
that page.

Craft Symbols
We make use of the following symbols for the craft 
activities:

Apply glue here

Cut along this solid line

Cut out this shaded area

Fold outwards along this dashed line

Fold inwards along this dashed line
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A child with special educational needs (SEN) may 
provide some challenges to your group. It is therefore 
essential that you are well prepared for your lessons 
and that you have carefully thought about how to 
include all the children. You may need to make 
some changes to your existing programme to make 
it accessible for everyone.
A key principle to consider is that, as with all children 
in your church, each child is an individual and will 
have different needs, strengths and weaknesses. 
It is important that you get to know the children you 
teach as well as possible and that you make an effort 
to build a relationship with them.
In terms of the lesson itself, you may need to consider 
the following:
•	 A child with SEN may need to have an additional 

adult to support them.
•	 Consider the environment in which you teach and 

try to eliminate potential distractions. Where you 
are seated and where the children are seated, the 
temperature of the room and noise levels all affect 
the sense of calm and orderliness of the class.

•	 Think about the class size and ratio of adults to 
children.

•	 It may be appropriate, at times, for a troubled or 
disruptive child to be accompanied by an adult 
and to be moved away from the group to a quiet 
area. Here they can engage in something related 
to the lesson which is calming and quiet.

•	 Use clear and child appropriate language.
•	 When giving instructions; tell them to the whole 

group, demonstrate, then check that the child with 
SEN understands what needs to happen.

•	 Balance the amount of open ended and closed 
questions you ask.

•	 Be careful of rhetorical questions; the child with 
SEN will want to answer them.

•	 If a child wants to ask too many questions, which 
may distract from the lesson, tell them that for 
now we are going to listen and that later you will 
come back to their questions. Make sure that 
you do spend some individual time with the 
child going through their questions. You may 
find	that	by	the	time	you	go	back	to	them,	their	
questions have either been answered or forgotten 
or they are not that important anymore.

•	 Break up your lesson into different sections; 
short, sharp sections work best as this keeps 
children engaged and therefore able to manage 
their behaviour.

•	 Children with SEN like structure and routines; you 
may like to start the session with the same song 
or greeting time or keep the structure the same 
each week. For example; start with a song, a 
recap from last week, a short introduction to the 
new lesson, a song, the Bible story, a craft, the 
application and then a game for consolidation and 
further application.

•	 Use repetition (chants or songs with simple tunes 
to teach main Bible truths).

•	 Use lots of different kinds of aids to teach your 
lesson (movement, pictures, multimedia, props, 
music, textures, drama, etc.). Consider different 
learning styles.

•	 Use simple pictures (too much detail can be 
distracting).

•	 Think about how much reading and writing you 
are expecting the children to do; too much may 
cause the child with SEN to become anxious and 
distressed about failing.

•	 On worksheets, consider making them accessible 
by asking children to draw some of the answers, 
rather than write them. If there is a lot of writing 
or reading required, pair up the SEN child with an 
adult or with a more able peer. You can also write 
the answers on a board for them to copy down.

•	 Children	with	SEN	may	 find	 it	more	 difficult	 to	
think about application as this requires them to 
put themselves into a situation which is, at times, 
hard to do. 

•	 For	a	child	who	is	non-verbal,	find	out	what	their	
communication is from parents and try to use 
these as much as possible in your lessons and 
interaction (Makaton or BSL signing, eye gazes, 
communication switch boxes, symbols, photos, 
pictures, objects of reference, etc).

–Toni Edmonds-Smith 
Special Needs Teacher

Help make the right c o n n e c t i o n s
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 1

Leader's Study Notes
Read Exodus 25:1-22 and 29:44-46, 
noting that God wanted Moses to 

carefully follow his instructions so that God could 
live with his people.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
Chapters 25-31 contain God's instructions for 
the building of the tabernacle. Various items are 
introduced in order of importance.
Chapters 35-39 are a detailed description of the items 
and the order in which they were made.
This whole section explains every detail of the 
tabernacle, which was essentially a 'holy tent'. This 
lesson focuses on 25:1-22, which describes the ark. 
This ark was the centrepiece of the tabernacle and 
acted as God's throne.
The tabernacle was there to remind the people that 
God really was with them and to give them a place 
where they could meet with God.
A quarter of the Exodus text is spent detailing how 
to build this very large tent – no other single aspect 
of Israel's faith is given as much attention in the Old 
Testament. In terms of its size, if 1 cubit is taken to 
be 50cm (which is about right), the dimensions were 
as follows:
Courtyard 50m x 25m
Tabernacle 15m x 5m
Most Holy Place 5m x 5m
Ark 1.25m x 0.75m 

In all the detailed description, we can see two reasons 
for the tabernacle:
1. A Royal Palace
One ton of gold, four tons of silver and two and a half 
tons of bronze were used to make it. Every detail 
of the tabernacle was carefully crafted with jewels, 
embroidery, gold coverings, solid gold objects – all 
truly	fit	for	a	king	(see	Exodus	38:24-31).
25:17 The ark was the focus of God's presence – 

a throne. That is not clear from the phrase 
"atonement cover". Another translation is 
"mercy	seat".	1	Samuel	4:4	confirms	that	it	
is God's throne. It is built to be a throne with 
storage in the seat for the two tablets of the 
Ten Commandments to be placed. The two 
cherubim were a reminder that God was 
there sitting on top of the throne.

25:22 God is not limited to the tabernacle because 
God is everywhere, but there is a sense in 
which God was in the Most Holy Place in a 
special way.

2. A Holy Place
The tabernacle would one day be replaced by a 
fixed	 temple	 in	 Jerusalem,	 but	 for	 now	 it	 needed	
to be portable so that the Lord could travel with his 
people and yet remain separate from them because 
of their sin.
Notice how many physical barriers and open spaces 
stood between the Most Holy Place and the people. 
Only priests could enter the Holy Place. Priests were 
chosen by God to represent the people to God and 
God to the people.
Only the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place 
once a year to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat to 
atone for the people's sin.

G
at

e

Courtyard

Altar

Curtain

A
rk

Most Holy 
Place

Holy Place

The Tabernacle
Exodus 25:1-22, 29:44-46

Big Idea : God lived with his people as their ruler, but he was too holy for them to 
come near him so a special tent was needed.

Aim : To understand that while the Israelites needed the tabernacle so as to be 
close to God, we can have God's Spirit live in us because of Jesus.

Series Context
The Series Context on page 3 provides 
important information to help you understand this 
series in the context of Genesis to Deuteronomy 
as a whole.
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25:12 The rings and poles on the ark (and other 
furniture), were so that the ark could be 
carried without anyone needing to directly 
touch it (which would lead to death).

Towards the New Testament
In John 1:14 we are told that Jesus, the Word of God, 
became	flesh	and	made	his	dwelling	among	us.	The	
sentence could be translated more literally as, "The 
Word	became	flesh	and	'tabernacled'	among	us".
The wonderful truth about Jesus Christ was that 
he was God, living among them. Without barriers. 
Without	danger.	Jesus'	first	coming	was	temporary,	
like a tent, but his second coming will be a permanent 
dwelling with his people (see Revelation 21:3).
At the moment when Jesus died, the curtain in the 
temple was torn from top to bottom (Mark 15:38). God 
was showing that our sin, which stopped us going 
near him, had been taken away. We now have direct 
access to God because of Jesus' death!

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 1 

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is explained in an 
age appropriate and engaging way.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Introduce
the

series

Consider introducing the series with one or 
both of the following:
•	 The key events up to this point 

(Creation, Fall, Flood, Babel, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Exodus).

•	 The three promises made to Abraham 
(land, descendants, blessing). 
Which have come true so far?

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.
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Introductory Idea
Option 1: Conduct a little experiment to 
show the children that some things can't 

mix.	Use	two	clear	plastic	jugs	filled	with	water.	You	
will also need half a cup of cooking oil and some food 
colouring or juice concentrate.
Ask the children what will happen if you pour food 
colouring or juice concentrate into the one jug. 
Demonstrate what happens. Can you separate the 
two again?
Now ask what will happen if you pour the oil into the 
other jug. Demonstrate what happens. Can the oil 
mix with the water? What happens when you stir it? 
Could you take the oil out again? [Yes - if you were 
really careful, you could separate them by skimming 
the oil off the top]
Oil does not mix with water because it is very different 
to water.
In today's true story from the Bible, the children 
will discover why God could not be with his people 
and how that problem was solved. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to make the link from this activity 
to the lesson]
Option 2: Show the children a series of pictures that 
prohibit access for various reasons. You could use 
the ones on page 12	or	find	other	suitable	images	
that your children will understand.
For each one, ask the children why they would not 
be allowed in that area or who would be allowed 
and why.
Do they know of any areas at home or at school 
where they may not go? Why?
In today's true story from the Bible, the children will 
learn about a special place where God's people could 
not go because he was there in a special way. [Use 
the Bridge Questions below as a link to the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 Why could the people not be near God? 

[Because of their sin – God is holy. 
(Exodus 29:43)]

•	 What needed to be built so God could live with 
his people? 
[A big tent called a tabernacle (Exodus 25:8-9)]

•	 What kept the people physically separate from 
God? 
[A curtain (Exodus 26:33)]

Teaching Plan
Since	 this	 is	 the	 first	 lesson	 in	 a	 new	
series, help the children to understand 

where	 it	 fits	 in	 the	 flow	of	Biblical	 history.	 Briefly	
remind the children of the way God rescued his 
people from Egypt.
The following link contains some very helpful visuals 
of the tabernacle and its furnishings:
www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/moses-tabernacle

Vocabulary and Concepts:
Holy – you will need to explain what it means that 
God is holy. To be holy means that God is pure 
and special and different. Because of sin (the way 
we treat God that causes us to say, think, do or 
feel bad things), we are not pure like God. We 
are very different to God. Because God is pure 
and we are not, we cannot be near God without 
being forgiven.
Omnipresence – this word means that God is 
present everywhere. You will not actually need 
to teach this word, but you must be careful not 
to deny its truth when you teach that God was 
in the Most Holy Place. This does not mean he 
was limited to that space, but simply that he 
was present in a special way on the ark of the 
covenant. This is hard for us to understand so do 
not be afraid to admit that to the children while 
still asserting the truth!

Storytelling:
What	makes	this	lesson	difficult	is	that	there	is	not	
much of a story. Instead, it is the tabernacle itself 
which teaches us about God. God loves his people 
so much that he wants to literally live in the middle of 
them, but he has to give them a tabernacle to protect 
them from his holiness. 
God is Holy. God is dangerously perfect. The 
Israelites are normal, sinful people. The only way that 
they	can	have	God	live	near	them	is	for	God	to	find	
a way to protect them from his awesome holiness. 
While the Israelites were in the desert, this was the 
tabernacle.
As you teach this lesson, try to convey something 
of what this must have been like for the average 
Israelite. The only person who ever had access to 
the Most Holy Place was the high priest, once a year 
on the Day of Atonement. God was in the Most Holy 
Place. One man, once a year, after days of getting 
ready, could go into the Most Holy Place. It was 
dangerous.
It's hard to imagine doing this story without a model 
of the ark and some barrier in front of it. The children 
need to feel what it's like to be protected from 
something amazing, mysterious and hidden. Make 
an ark from a large box and plenty of aluminium foil! 
If you have the energy and space, erect a tent or 
curtain to hide the ark.

www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/moses-tabernacle
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•	 Can you help them to feel both the thrill of being 
so close to God's throne, and the protection the 
curtain gives them?

•	 Do they sense the excitement?
•	 Do they realise the fear that the Israelites felt?
•	 Can they imagine what it would be like to have a 

room so close to them that if one of them stepped 
into it, they would drop dead instantly?

If you can help the children to imagine some of this, 
they will learn what God is really like and therefore 
understand what Jesus' death achieved.
During the lesson, you could dress up one child, get 
them to wash their hands (as a priest would have 
done), and send them through the curtain to discover 
what is there – the ark of the covenant!
Set the scene: Moses is on Mount Sinai and he stays 
up there for forty days and nights (24:18), receiving 
all these detailed instructions. Then he goes down 
the mountain to tell the people that God wants to live 
right there with them.
How would they feel? Delighted and thrilled! God 
will be their neighbour. Nothing can go wrong. But 
also	absolutely	 terrified!	 If	God	 is	 their	 neighbour,	
they will all be dead in moments. It would be like 
having the burning hot sun as a neighbour. No one 
can survive that!
For older children – you could read through 25:8-22. 
You could have prepared the parts of the ark needed:
•	 basic box with a lid
•	 2 poles
•	 4	rings	that	can	be	fixed	securely	to	the	box
•	 cut outs of 2 angels
•	 2 tablets with the 10 commandments on them 

("the Testimony" in 25:16)
•	 a roll of aluminium foil

As you read a few sentences, you could ask the 
children how they think it goes together. Discuss 
the need for the poles. Finish with 25:22, discussing 
what this means.

Game Idea
This lesson's 'Big Idea' may be hard to 
understand, but if the children can feel 

and experience that big idea then it will become 
real to them so it's worth putting in some effort with 
these games.
Option 1: For younger children – have the children 
move randomly around the room to music. Two 
leaders move up and down on opposite sides of the 
room holding a length of wool between them. This 
needs to be held high enough to be a safe distance 
above the children's heads.
When the music stops, everyone freezes. The 
leaders lower the wool, which represents the 
tabernacle curtain. The side of the room between 
the wool 'curtain' and the wall to the right of the one 
leader is always the Most Holy Place. Children caught 
there have to sit down for the next round.
Remind the children that it was only safe for the high 
priest to go behind the tabernacle curtain.
Option 2: For older children – divide the class into 
two teams and have them sit in two lines. At one 
end of the room hang a curtain. This could simply 
be a cloth hung over a piece of rope. If you have the 
space, you could also set up a gazebo with a piece 
of cloth over the front of it.
Have	 a	well-shuffled	 pack	 of	 playing	 cards.	 For	
each round, place two cards face-down between the 
children and the curtain. At the signal, the children 
run, grab any one of the cards they wish and run 
through the curtain.
Once there, the leader examines their cards to see 
if they are safe behind the curtain. They can only be 
safe if their card is red, this earns them one point for 
their team. If their card is black, they lose one point. 
It is possible to have negative points.
Remind the children that the high priest was only 
allowed to go behind the curtain in the tabernacle 
with the blood of an animal. This showed that he 
knew that the people needed to be forgiven to be 
near a holy God.
A simpler version of this game is for all the children to 
stand up where they are and give them each a playing 
card. Those with a black card sit down, those with a 
red card remain standing. Repeat this until only one 
child is left standing. Remind the children that only 
one person (the high priest), was allowed to stand in 
the Most Holy Place and even then only once a year.
Option 3: Can be adapted for different ages – 
Devise an activity that involves following a very 
precise set of instructions – any failure to keep these 
rules	exactly	results	in	disqualification.
This could involve getting the children to work in pairs 
using	two	long,	flexible	sticks	(perhaps	bamboo),	to	
move a polystyrene cup with a few marbles in it from 
one point to another.



10
Copyright © 2013 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Discuss and Apply
For younger children – review what 
they have learned in this lesson about 

God and what he is like. You are trying to strike the 
important balance between them understanding 
that God is dangerously holy, but also gracious and 
loving – God wants to live with his people. He wants 
to be close to us and be friends with us, but we are 
sinners so it's not safe unless God does something 
to make it safe.
•	 Can the children think of someone they love to 

be with?
•	 What are some of the things that sometimes get in 

the way of them being with the person they love? 
Is it distance or time in the day?

•	 What, in today's story, got in the way of God being 
with his people? What did God tell Moses to do 
so that God could be with his people?

•	 Did the tent mean that everyone could be with 
God around the ark? Who was the only one who 
could do that? When could they do that?

•	 Can the children think what it must be like to only 
see a special friend once a year for a short time?

Use tape to mark off a set of parallel lines about 2 
metres apart and place the cup in between these 
lines. The children may not step over the lines and 
the sticks need to be only just long enough for the 
children to hold them while being very close to the 
lines.
The children each hold both sticks, one in each hand, 
and attempt to lift the cup by gripping it between the 
two sticks.
Tell them that the cup contains a highly explosive 
material that cannot be bumped or toppled over. 
Pair the children off and give each pair one attempt 
to achieve the task.
If any pair does manage to achieve the task in the 
first	round,	simply	add	more	marbles	to	the	cup	for	
the next round.
For older children – you can make this activity more 
challenging by:
•	 getting them to move the cup from one chair to 

another some distance away
•	 having four children per attempt – one pair of 

children controlling each of the two sticks. They 
may not touch the other children or the other stick 

•	 getting them to wear gloves
Have spare cups available because they are likely 
to break a few!
Remind the children that the instructions for the 
tabernacle had to be followed exactly for the Israelites 
to be safe because God is dangerously holy.

Talk about the difference that Jesus makes to our 
friendship with God. Help the children to understand 
that when Jesus died, the curtain was torn so that 
anyone can now be friends with God by trusting 
Jesus.
Note: It's sometimes popular to speak of 'having 
Jesus in our hearts', but because children this age 
think literally, that phrase is confusing for them. It's 
probably better to speak of Jesus being with us by 
his Spirit whom we cannot see.
He is always with us. Whenever we do anything, 
Jesus is there. He sees everything, he hears 
everything, and he knows everything – even what 
we think! He is a very close friend.
The	note	to	leave	the	children	with	is	that	Jesus	fixes	
the problem of our sin so that we can be friends with 
God and have him with us every moment of every 
day. All we need to do is trust in Jesus.
For older children – you may need to build up to 
the application in successive stages.
Stage 1: Think through what the tabernacle teaches 
about what God is like. Have a curtain and place 
something behind the curtain, perhaps a model of 
the ark.
•	 What do the children think God is like?
•	 If a friend were to ask them what God is like, how 

would the tabernacle and the curtain help them 
to answer? How would they show that God is 
loving and kind? How would they show that he is 
dangerously holy?

Stage 2: Tear the curtain to show what Jesus' death 
achieved. Explain how that makes it possible for us to 
be friends with God. If you suspect that many of the 
children have not yet trusted in Jesus, this is where 
you'll want to spend the bulk of your time. Explore 
the difference that Jesus makes:
•	 Why is Jesus better than a priest?
•	 Why is this good news?
•	 Do the children know for sure that it is Jesus who 

makes it possible for them to be friends with God?
•	 Do they see how they can get into this relationship 

with God?
Stage 3:	Briefly	look	at	Ephesians	3:17,	focusing	on	
the phrase, "Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith."
•	 How does Jesus 'dwell (live), in our hearts'?
•	 What has faith got to do with it?
•	 In what way are we like the Most Holy Place in 

the tabernacle? How does Jesus make us holy?
•	 Can they think of ways they choose to live 

differently because they are holy? Older children 
feel the awkwardness of living holy lives. They 
may wish to be just like their friends in the clothes 
they	wear;	the	films	they	watch;	the	words	they	
speak; the books they read; and the way they 
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Prayer Idea
Can the children think what the priest 
might have felt as he went into the Most 

Holy Place once a year?
Remind the children that when we pray, we are 
coming before God to talk to him. Help the children 
to understand that they do not need to go to a special 
place to pray. They can pray anywhere and about 
anything. Praying is a wonderful privilege and we 
can	do	it	with	confidence.
Thinking about today's lesson, what do the children 
want to say to God?

Activity
For younger children – choose either 
Activity A (page 13), or Activity B 

(page 14).
Activity A – print page 13 onto paper for each 
child.
The children colour the picture. You can also give 
them glitter, gold foil or other suitable items with 
which to decorate the ark. They can paste a kebab 
stick across the side of the ark (this will need to be 
cut so that it is shorter than the distance between 
the fold lines).
Fold	the	outside	flaps	inwards	as	shown	–	these	are	
the curtains for the Most Holy Place. The children 
colour the curtains. Or you could provide them with 
cloth	cut	to	the	correct	size	to	paste	on	the	flaps	for	
curtains.
Activity B – print page 14 onto paper for each 
child. You could also use card, but paper is adequate.
Before the lesson fold along all the dashed lines 
(four horizontal and two vertical). Also cut along all 
the bold lines. There is no need to trim the edges of 
the A4 page, simply cut from the edge of the page 
along the bold lines.
Cut the two squares with the cherubs on away from 
the main page and cut them out.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]

treat others. How does Christ dwelling in them 
(like the tabernacle), change how they feel about 
these things? It is not easy to understand how the 
tabernacle helps us to live different lives so if you 
are going to ask them about this, check you are 
crystal	clear	first!

Explore what holiness means for God and for us.
It is important that the children understand that Jesus 
makes us holy; doing (or not doing), certain things 
cannot make us holy. There is a difference between 
trusting Jesus for our rescue and living the way he 
wants because we are now friends with God. 

The children – colour the whole page yellow (gold).
Help the children to fold and glue the box together. 
Fold the cherubs in half from head to 'toe' so the 
insides of their wings touch. Fold the glue tab in and 
glue the cherubs facing each other as indicated on 
the top of the ark. When you let them go, their wings 
will open slightly.
You can also supply the children with two kebab 
sticks or brown pipe cleaners to attach to the sides 
of the ark.

For 7-11's – Print either Activity Sheet C (page 15), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 16), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 1 
Intro Idea
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 1 
Activity A 
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I rescued you so 
I could live with you.

Exodus 29:46

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 1 
Activity B
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 1 
Activity C

God brought the Israelites out of E __ __ __ __ and into the d __ __ __ __ __. (29:46)

God told Moses to build the tabernacle so that he could l __ __ __ with 
his p __ __ __ __ __.(25:8-9)

Where in the tabernacle did God specially come to live? (25:22)
(Tick the correct box)

The Tabernacle
The true story can be found in Exodus 25:1-22 and 29:44-46

What does the word 'holy' mean?

Who is usually called holy in 
the Bible?

What problem did the Israelites have?

Do we still have the same problem today?

Is God the same as he was then? Does he still live with his people now?

How can we meet with God?

In the courtyard Above the ark On the altar

What was the ark made from? _____________________ (25:17-18) Colour in the picture below

Who would you expect to sit on a 
throne like this today? _______________
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 1 
Activity D

Where in the tabernacle did God specially come to live? (25:22) ________________________

Can you remember some of the things needed to build the tabernacle? (25:3-9) 

G __ __ __

S __ __ __ __ __

B __ __ __ __ __

Onyx and other g __ __ __

Who would you expect to live in a place decorated like this today? ____________________

Why did the Israelites need the tabernacle to meet with God?

Do we still have the same problem today?

Is God the same as he was then? Does he still live with his people now?

How are we able to meet with God? Are you confident that you can? 
Why or why not?

Why did God rescue his people from Egypt? (29:46) __________________________________________

_____________________________________________

What did God ask Moses to make after their escape? (25:9) ______________________________

What was it for? (25:8) __________________________________________________

__________________________

The Tabernacle
The true story can be found in Exodus 25:1-22 and 29:44-46

What does the word 'holy' mean?

Who does this word usually 
describe in the Bible? Why?
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Leader's Study Notes
Read Exodus 32, paying special 
attention to how silly, yet deadly 

serious, sin is.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
32:1 Moses spends forty days and nights up 

the mountain being given the law (24:18).
 The people become impatient waiting for 

Moses, God's chosen leader. They want a 
visual representation of God – something 
'real' that they can see and touch.

32:2 Aaron very quickly agrees and makes 
a golden calf (young bull), so that the 
people can worship God by bowing down 
to what they have imagined God is like. 
God had expressly told them never to do 
this (20:4-6).

32:4 How silly! Aaron holds up a model bull 
that he has made with his own hands and 
says, "This is your God".

 Moses had been given instructions to 
build a richly decorated tabernacle to 
remind the people that a holy king was 
living with them. Here they reduce God to 
a mere beast – something that is nothing 
like God: holy, loving, all-seeing and all-
powerful. 

 In verses 1, 4, 8, 21 and 23 "gods" can be 
translated "god" (as in the NIV footnote). 
The Israelites were deciding that the God 
who saved them out of Egypt was a young 
bull. They were not inventing new gods.

32:7 "Your people, whom you brought out of 
Egypt, have become corrupt". Throughout 
Exodus, the Israelites have been "my 
people", but not here. God is angry with 
them.

32:9 "Stiff-necked" means stubborn and 
ungrateful.

32:10 The threat is to completely destroy the 
people and make Moses into a great 
nation. He originally promised to make 
Abraham into a great nation. This is very 
serious – God would be starting again.

32:11-13 Moses asks God to have mercy. He 
appeals to:
•	  God's relationship with his people 

(32:11)
•	 God's name amongst the nations 

(32:12)
•	 God's promises to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob (32:13)
Moses is acting as a mediator. A mediator 
stands between two parties to bring 
peace. Jesus is now the only mediator we 
will ever need (1 Timothy 2:5).

32:14 "The Lord relented". God is in charge of 
the future. God knows how his people will 
pray, but he wants them to pray. God uses 
prayers as his way of carrying out his will.

 God does not change his mind, he does 
what he was always going to do: keep 
his promise to Abraham. He uses Moses' 
prayer to do this.

32:19 Moses shares God's anger. The broken 
tablets show that Israel has broken their 
covenant (special relationship), with God. 

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 2

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

The Golden Calf
Exodus 32:1-35

Big Idea : While Moses was away, Israel made a statue of what they thought God was like. 
This angered God, but Moses asked him not to destroy them.

Aim : To understand that it is dangerous to decide for ourselves what God is like. 
Instead, we learn from Jesus exactly what God is like and trust him.
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32:22-24 Aaron shifts the blame entirely onto the 
people and then lies – he seems to be 
saying that the calf was made by itself!

32:25 3,000 men die out of a total of 600,000. 
After the threat in 32:10, God has been 
very merciful while still punishing sin.

32:32-33 Moses again acts as mediator, offering 
himself in the place of the people. Instead 
God sends a plague to punish the people 
for their sin. Sin is always punished by 
God.

32:34  Despite the people's sin, God assures 
Moses that their journey will continue.

In Acts 7:37-43, Stephen explains what the Israelites 
got wrong. They did not obey God's chosen leader 
or listen to his words when he was not with them. 
Instead, they made up what they wanted God to be 
like. So we must be careful to trust the leader God 
has given us, Jesus Christ. Unlike Moses, Jesus 
shows us exactly what God is like.

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
Note: Probably only the oldest groups 
need to be told the exact nature of 

God's punishment of his people. Even then you 
may want to think carefully about how to explain this 
demonstration of God's righteous anger without it 
being a distraction. 
With younger children, you may want to explain that 
God was right to be angry and that he chose to punish 
those who got it so wrong (without explaining exactly 
how). You are the best judge of these decisions as 
you know the children you teach.
For younger children – if you have two leaders, it 
would be effective for the teaching leader to leave 
the room as Moses. The remaining leader can then 
'seize' control of the group (playing the part of Aaron), 
and make the golden calf.
When the Moses character returns, he can be angry 
with Aaron. The children will be gripped by the drama 
of the two adults.
If you do not have two leaders, you could use a toy 
'man' (Mr Potato Head, Action man etc), to play the 
part of Moses.
The basic story outline is as follows:
32:1a – Moses leaves. Introduce Moses to the 
children as God's chosen leader. Moses explains that 
he's going up Mount Sinai to meet with God and that 
he will come back. Moses goes behind a screen or 
out the door to wait.
32:1b-6  – Israelites decide what they want God 
to be like. Leave a long, silent pause. The people 
asked for a model of God. If you made jewellery as 
your 'Introductory Idea', bring these items out. Explain 
that Aaron turned gold items into a golden calf. The 
children together can transform all their jewellery into 
a little model calf (young bull). Aaron held the calf up 
and said, "This is your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt."
32:7-14 – Moses asks God not to destroy his 
people. Moses is still up Mount Sinai. Either have 
him visible behind a screen or have him come back 
into the room. Your Moses character must not look 
at the calf or Aaron since he could not see any of the 
action from the top of Mount Sinai.
God tells Moses what is happening down the 
mountain. God explains why he is so angry – his 
people have made God to be a golden calf. His 
people have decided that God is an animal! How silly!
Moses gives God three reasons not to destroy his 
people. God was kind and did as Moses asked. Your 
Moses character could beg or be on his knees to 
show how desperate he was.
To simplify the story for very young children, you 
could stop at this point.
32:15-29 – God punishes his people. Moses 
returns to the people to find them worshipping, 

Introductory Idea
Option 1: Make jewellery. Give the 
children each a small lump of yellow play-

doh or plasticine. Explain that they need to imagine 
that it is gold. Get them to make earrings, necklaces, 
rings and cups. Put these to one side to use when 
telling the story.
Explain that God's people had with them gold 
jewellery they had received from the Egyptians. In 
today's true story from the Bible, the Israelites got 
Aaron to make something out of their jewellery. [Use 
the Bridge Questions below as a link to the lesson]
Option 2: Draw my friend. Give each child a sheet 
of paper and a pen or pencil. The children pair off 
and have just one minute to sketch their partner. Two 
leaders also sketch each other, but one leader has 
an enlarged photograph of the other leader hidden 
under their sheet of paper.
Once the time is up, collect all the sketches and 
show them to the class one by one. Can the children 
correctly guess which picture represents which child? 
Do the children think that what they have sketched 
would be acceptable for use in a passport?
Finally, show the enlarged photo and claim to have 
sketched it. Is it easy to see who's picture it is? Why?
In today's true story from the Bible, Aaron tried to 
make something out of gold to show what God is 
like. [Use the Bridge Questions below as a link to 
the lesson]
Bridge Questions: 
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 What did Aaron make? 

[A golden calf / young bull (Exodus 32:4)]
•	 What did the people do with what Aaron made? 

[They worshipped it (Exodus 32:5-6, 8)]
•	 How did God feel about this? 

[He was angry and wanted to destroy them 
(Exodus 32:10, 33-35)]

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
following questions:

•	 Why could the people not be near God? 
[Because of their sin – God is holy. 
(Exodus 29:43)]

•	 What needed to be built so God could live with 
his people? 
[A big tent called a tabernacle (Exodus 25:8-9)]

•	 What kept the people physically separate from 
God? 
[A curtain (Exodus 26:33)]
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singing and praying to the calf. He breaks the stone 
tablets – the symbol of God's friendship with his 
people. Aaron blames the people and says the calf 
appeared from nowhere!
Moses gives the people a chance to turn back to 
God. Few do. Some of the many remaining people 
were killed as a punishment. To hold the children's 
attention, this could be a confrontation between 
Moses and Aaron. It will also be very effective if the 
props that you use to represent the tablets actually 
break.
32:30-35 – Moses asks for forgiveness and God 
shows kindness. God allows his people to continue 
on their journey to the Promised Land and gives them 
an angel to go with them.
For older children – the pictures below should help 
you to go through the Bible story and pick out the key 
parts. You may want to prepare how you will lead the 
children	through	this	exercise.	If	they	are	finding	it	
very	difficult,	which	of	the	answers	could	you	write	
down for them to save time? Which are the most 
important	two	or	three	answers	that	they	need	to	find	
for themselves?
The Bible verses are not simple; what question could 
you ask for each one to help them understand what 
their answers mean?
As a guide, here are the sorts of things you might 
expect the children to put in the speech bubbles 
if they have understood what the Bible sentences 
mean.
Picture 1
People (v1) Make us a god!
Aaron (v2) Give me all your gold earrings.
Picture 2
Aaron (v4) Here is your god, who brought 

you out of Israel.
Picture 3
God (v8) They have disobeyed me and 

made a god out of gold. 
God (v10) I'm going to destroy them.
Moses (v11) Please don't be angry with the 

people you rescued.
Picture 4
Moses (v21)  What did they do to you to 

make you do this?
Aaron (v24) I told them to give me gold. 

I	 threw	 it	 into	a	fire,	and	 this	
appeared.

Picture 5
God (v34)  Lead the people to the 

Promised Land. I'll send an 
angel with you.

Number dead (v28) 3,000.

32:2

32:1

32:11 32:8 - they have 
_______________

32:10 - I'm going to 
_______________

32:4 

32:21 32:24

32:34

Number 
dead

=

32:28
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Game Idea
Option 1: The boss is away! Choose 
one child to be the 'boss'. The 'boss' 

arranges the remaining children into a freeze. Each 
child must be placed in a position that they can 
hold for a few minutes – they can be sitting, lying or 
standing.
The 'boss' then leaves the room and one of the 
children is chosen by the leader to move into a 
completely different position. All other children must 
remain frozen. The 'boss' then returns and must spot 
which child has moved.
Remind the children that while Moses was away, 
the people disobeyed him. They changed what they 
knew about God into a lie. Moses came back and 
knew straight away.
Option 2: For older children – What is God like? 
Write adjectives on different pieces of paper. The 
children have to identify which ones describe God 
and which do not.
You could make this into a relay by sticking the words 
on the opposite wall and sending one child at a time 
to collect and then sort them. You could have two 
sets of the words and two competing teams. Words 
you could include are:

What God is Like What God is Not Like
In control Ignores sin
Loving Stupid
Fair Uncertain
Judging Forgetful
Kind Tired
Angry at sin Always angry
Forever Never angry
Powerful Getting weak in his old age
Remembers Confused
Patient Nowhere
Never asleep Mostly good
Everywhere Embarrassing
Perfect Uncaring
Always the same Sometimes wrong

The Israelites decided that God was like a golden 
calf. We're not free to decide what God is like. The 
Bible tells us exactly what God is like. Sometimes we 
don't like it, but it is always true.
Option 3: Exactly like him! One child leaves the 
room as the 'spotter'. The other children stand in a 
circle. One of those children in the circle is chosen to 
be the 'model'. The model picks a position and must 
freeze in that position. All the others in the circle must 
make themselves look exactly the same and freeze.
The spotter returns to the room and stands in the 
middle of the circle. When the model wants to, they 
can freeze into a new position. The rest of the circle 
must copy them exactly and freeze.

Discuss and Apply
This lesson challenges us to think about 
how we all recreate God to suit ourselves. 

There may be aspects of God's character, things he 
demands or things he does or has done, that we (or 
our friends), are not comfortable with. It is tempting 
to create an image of God that does not include 
these aspects.
For Israel in Exodus 32, not having a God they 
could see was a challenge. To solve this, they made 
something they could see and claimed that it was 
what God is like – they were very wrong!
It is important that we shape our thinking about 
what God is like around what he has revealed about 
himself. Jesus is the perfect revelation of God. When 
we know what Jesus is like, we know exactly what 
God is like.
For younger children – help them to think through 
how it is possible to know what someone is like – not 
just what they look like, but what they are like as a 
person.
•	 Would you be able to know if someone was kind 

by looking at them?
•	 How would you know if they preferred strawberry 

or chocolate ice cream?
•	 How would you know what they are good at?

Help the children to see that even in human 
relationships we cannot guess what people are like, 
we need to see what they do and we need to listen 
to what they say.
For example, can the children remember why the 
Israelites needed to build a tent? What is God like?
Help the children to understand that Israel didn't like 
having a God they couldn't see. Moses could be with 
God, but they couldn't so they got Aaron to make 
something they could see and touch and to say that 
thing was God.
Have a picture of a golden calf or use the play-doh 
model from the 'Introductory Idea'. Ask the children if 
the calf can do any of the things that God had done:
•	 Can the model hear prayers?
•	 Can it speak?
•	 Can it move?
•	 Can it rescue someone who's in trouble?

Emphasise that the children must be exactly like the 
model. The spotter has to guess who the model is. 
Help the children to realise that the model should 
change when the spotter is not looking at them. The 
others should try not to look at the model all the time.
In the story the Israelites wanted to make a statue 
copy of what they thought God was like. God is not 
like a bull or cow! Jesus came to show us who God 
is.	When	we	look	to	him	and	read	the	Bible	we	find	
out exactly what God is like.
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Activity
For 3-7s – choose either Activity A 
(page 23), or Activity B (page 24).

Activity A – Make a golden calf mask. Print 
page 23 onto card for each child.
Each child will also require a length of shearing 
elastic.
Before the lesson cut out the mask and use a craft 
blade to cut out the holes for the eyes. Also pre-punch 
the holes for the elastic as indicated by the X's.
The children decorate the mask. You can provide 
them with gold glitter and yellow paint or crayons.
Activity B – Print page 24 onto card. You will need 
one copy for every three children.
You will also need two clothing pegs for each child.
Before the lesson cut out the calves.
The children decorate the calves with yellow paint or 
crayons and gold glitter. They place two clothes pegs 
on the body, as marked, to be the legs of the calf. 
Place the pegs in such a way that the calf can stand.

For 7-11's – Print either Activity Sheet C (page 25), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 26), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Prayer Idea
Ask the children to write down some of 
the things Jesus did and said during his 

life. Remind them that Jesus is God the Son and so  
he perfectly reveals God to us – we don't need a 
statue or anything else! How do the things they know 
about Jesus help us to understand more about God?
Spend some time praising God for who he is and that 
he chooses to make himself known to us in Jesus.

Is this model the same as God? Help the children to 
understand that we can know exactly what God is 
like by knowing what Jesus is like. And we can know 
what Jesus is like from the Bible.
For older children – work through a similar 
discussion as for younger children above.
Then help them to think through different ways in 
which people change what God is like. Is there 
something about God that they don't like? Leave 
time for answers. Prepare questions to help them 
answer this.
If conversation is slow, perhaps have two pictures – 
one of a teddy bear and one of a policeman.
•	 Do the children think God is like a cuddly teddy 

bear: always loving, always forgiving, not caring 
what you do?

•	 Do the children think God is like a policeman: 
waiting to punish people who do wrong?

•	 Are either of those pictures true? Does God 
punish sin? Does he forgive?

•	 How would their friends at school describe God?
•	 What would they think about a God who punishes 

sin?
•	 Who would they expect God to forgive?

How do we know what God is really like? Do they 
know what Jesus is like? What should we do when 
we come across something that God has done or 
said about himself that we don't like?

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 2 
Activity A
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 2 
Activity B

Israel learned that God is 
not a golden idol.

Exodus 32

Israel learned that God is 
not a golden idol.

Exodus 32

Israel learned that God is 
not a golden idol.

Exodus 32
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 2 
Activity C

The Golden Calf

What did Moses remind God of so that the people would be saved? (32:11-13)
(Tick the correct box)

Their good acts in the past

How difficult things were

God's promise to Abraham

How much the people loved God

The true story can be found in Exodus 32:1-35

Why was God angry with the Israelites?

What was so wrong about what they had done?

Do you think God was right to be angry?

Where can we find out about who God really is?

Jesus is the best and perfect picture of God. What can 
his life, death and resurrection teach us about God?

Who led the Israelites when Moses was with God on Mount Sinai? (32:1, 21) 
(Tick the correct box)

What did the people ask him to make while Moses was away? (32:8)
(Draw a picture of it in the space below)

Joshua the Levites Aaron
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 2 
Activity D

Who was left in charge of the Israelites when Moses 
was with God on Mount Sinai? (32:1, 21) ____________________

What did the people do while Moses was away? (32:8) ______________________________
______________________________________________________________

What did Moses do when he saw God was angry? (32:11, 32) ___________________
_____________________________________________________

What 3 things did Moses remind God of so that the people would be saved?

1. God's f __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ with his people (32:11)

2. God's own n __ __ __ (32:12)

3. God's p __ __ __ __ __ __ to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel) (32:13)

Why was God angry with the 
Israelites? What was so wrong about 
what they had done?

Do you think God was right to be angry?

Why do you think the Israelites wanted Aaron to 
make an image of God?

If you wanted to know God better, where would you 
look? Who could you talk to? What could you read? 
What questions would you ask?

Read Hebrews 1:3. Why is Jesus able to show us 
exactly what God is like? Think about his life, death 
and resurrection. What can you learn about God?

The Golden Calf
The true story can be found in Exodus 32:1-35
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Big Idea : Because of Israel's sin with the golden calf, God refuses to go with them to the 
Promised Land. Moses pleads with God to be kind and go with them and he does.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 3

Second Chances
Exodus 33:1 – 34:35

Aim : To see that God is more kind to us because Jesus makes it possible for 
us to know God's forgiveness and presence all the time.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Exodus 33:1 – 34:35. It's actually 
worth reading Exodus 32 as well 

so that you understand the reason why this 
episode in God's relationship with his people is 
necessary.
As you read, note the role that Moses now begins 
to play in Israel's relationship with God.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
Part of the covenant (special relationship), that 
God began with his people at Mount Sinai was the 
promise to dwell among them – this was the reason 
for rescuing them from Egypt (Exodus 29:46).
This would only be possible through the use of the 
tabernacle (special tent), to shield them from the 
dangerous holiness of God. They would also only 
be	able	to	approach	God	through	making	sacrifices.
By trying to represent God as a golden calf 
(Exodus 32), something they could easily look at 
and touch, Israel broke the covenant. The broken 

tablets were a picture of this broken relationship 
(Exodus 32:19).
33:1-3 "The people you brought out of Egypt" 

– God is not even prepared to call them 
his people! For the sake of his promise 
to Abraham, God will still get them to the 
Promised Land, but he will not go with them 
personally; an angel will go ahead of them. 
This is a disaster! God is leaving his people.

 'St i ff-necked' means stubborn and 
ungrateful. God 'fears' that because of their 
sinful behaviour, if he is present among 
them they will be destroyed.

33:4-6 The people know that they cannot complete 
this journey unless God goes with them. 
They take off their jewellery to show how 
sorry they are.

33:7-11 Since the tabernacle had not yet been built 
and because of Israel's sin God could not 
dwell within the camp. Moses therefore has 
to meet God outside the camp.

33:12-13 Moses is pleading with God to go with 
them. He pleads on the basis of his own 
relationship with God and the fact that 
Israel are still God's people.

33:14  The Lord promises to go with Moses alone, 
as only he has found favour with God. The 
'you' is singular – just Moses.

33:15 That's not enough for Moses. He knows that 
the Israelites don't stand a chance without 
God so he appeals to God's reputation.

33:17 God agrees to go with his people because 
of his special relationship with Moses – he  
says, "I know you by name".

33:18 God doesn't have a body because he is 
spirit so his glory is the way of 'seeing' God. 
It's like the light given out by a light bulb (in 
fact Revelation 21:23 says it's exactly like 
this). 'Glory' is God's visible brilliance.

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.
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33:20-23 God doesn't have a face (33:20), a hand 
(33:22), or a back (33:23), but he uses 
these words so that we can understand 
what's going on. His 'face' is all of his glory 
focused. Just like when we really want to 
see someone, we look at their face. 33:20 
explains that no-one can see his 'face' and 
live.

 God's hand shields Moses just as we might 
use our hand on a sunny day to shield our 
eyes. His 'back' is the least glorious part of 
him so that is all Moses can see and hope 
to survive. No-one in all the Old Testament 
was given such a special experience as 
this – Moses is unique. In heaven we will 
see God face to face (Revelation 22:4).

34:1  This is just as in 31:18 before the golden 
calf disaster. God is repeating himself; it's 
a second chance!

34:6-7	 As	ever	in	the	Bible,	the	real	magnificence	
of God is revealed by his words, rather than 
any visual image. God is who he says he 
is, not what he looks like.

34:9-11 Moses wants it to be exactly as it was 
before the golden calf and God makes a 
covenant (agreement), to do this.

Israel had no reason to expect God to take them back, 
but in his kindness, and with Moses as mediator, 
God did.
It's the same with us. Jesus is our mediator. 
Hebrews 9:15 tells us that Jesus mediates a new, 
better	 covenant.	 The	 new	 covenant	 brings	 final,	
complete forgiveness and an eternal inheritance. 
Because God is kind and Jesus stands before him 
on our behalf, we get a second chance and we get 
to be with God forever!

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
This is a long passage and you will not be 
able to cover it all in detail. Please don't 

even attempt to cover everything!
The passages to focus on are: 33:1-3, 33:12-23 and 
34:1-11.
In	the	outline	below	we	can	see	the	story	flows	like	
this:

For younger children – you could tell the story using 
a few key props and visuals:
•	 Two identical pairs of stone tablets (cardboard or 

similar) with one pair in pieces. This is a helpful 
visual way to show that the people were getting a 
completely new chance. This represents a great 
'Before and After'.

•	 Use	 Lego	men	 or	 similar	 figures	 to	 represent	
Moses and an angel. This is helpful because 
you	can	show	that	first	of	all	God	wanted	to	send	
an angel to go with the people; then he said he 
would go with Moses, but not the people (use a 
picture of a crown to represent God, leading just 
Moses); then God agreed to go with the people. 
Which would the children prefer? Why?

•	 Equally, if you use a Lego man, you could be God 
and	cover	the	Moses	figure	with	a	hand	(which	is	
relatively enormous!), as you walk past.

For older children – This passage is complicated. 
It is hard to quickly and simply lead children through 
the text. Instead, run through the overall story using 
pictures, props or drama. Put the Bible story into your 
own words. Involve the children, perhaps by giving 
them lines to say.

Review
Review the previous lesson. Remind the 
children that the Israelites did something 

they should not have done while Aaron was in charge 
and Moses was up the mountain with God.
Can they remember the answers to the following 
questions:
•	 What did Aaron make? 

[A golden calf / young bull (Exodus 32:4)]
•	 What did the people do with it? 

[They worshipped it (Exodus 32:5-6, 8)]
•	 How did God feel about this? 

[He was angry and wanted to destroy them 
(Exodus 32:10, 33-35)]

Introductory Idea
Option 1: Play 'hide and seek'. Either 
play outdoors or hide a small Lego man 

or	doll	in	the	room	and	then	try	and	find	it.
In today's true story from the Bible someone had to 
hide. The children must listen carefully to discover 
the answers to the following questions:
•	 Who had to hide? 

[Moses (Exodus 33:18, 21-22)]
•	 Why did they have to hide? 

[So Moses wouldn't die (Exodus 33:20)]

Option 2: Where is the Bright Light? Move a bright 
light around the room. Can the children suggest 
various ways they can look at the light or know where 
it is, without looking at it directly?
These might include: using sunglasses or a mirror; 
shielding their eyes with a hand; or closing their eyes, 
but still 'seeing' the light through their eyelids. They 
could also turn their back to it and look at the shadows 
to work out if it's to their left or right or directly behind 
them. Keep moving the light and have some fun!
A bright light like the sun can really hurt your eyes. 
In today's true story from the Bible, Moses saw 
something that is even brighter than the sun.
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 What is even brighter than the sun? 

[God's glory (Exodus 33:19, Revelation 21:23)]
•	 How did God make sure Moses didn't get hurt? 

[He hid Moses in a gap in the rock and covered 
him (Exodus 33:21-22)]

33:1-3 After the golden calf, God is ready to 
leave his people. But in his kindness they can 
still have the Promised Land, with an angel to 
guide them there

34:1, 10 God gives his people a second 
chance. They have their special friendship with 
him again. As proof of this, he gives them a 
new set of stone tablets

33:12 Moses prays, 
"Remember that this is 
your people"

33:14 God is kind; he 
will go with Moses only, 
but not with the people

33:18 Moses prays, 
"I want to know you 
properly. Please show 
yourself to me"

34:6-7 God is kind and 
shows Moses his glory. 
Even better, God tells 
Moses what he is like.

33:15 Moses prays, "If 
you won't go with us, 
we'd rather stay here in 
the desert"

33:17 God is kind to 
Moses; he will go with 
the people
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You could pause your telling of the story at 33:21-23. 
These seem to be the simplest verses in the passage 
and allow the children to read and understand a key 
moment in the story.
You could visually show the role of Moses as the 
mediator: consider using the children in your group 
as the Israelite people. Pick out one child to represent 
Moses. Have a crown to represent God. Put the 
Israelites and God on opposite sides of the room. 
Put your Moses character in the middle. You can 
be the voice of God while giving Moses simple lines 
to read for his parts. You could ask the group how 
they think the Israelites would have felt at various 
moments in the story.

Game Idea
Option 1: Play 'spin the torch' – have 
the children sit in a circle. Place a torch in 

the middle of the circle. The torch must be switched 
on	and	 capable	 of	 spinning	 on	 the	 floor	 –	 a	 hard	
plastic torch that is uniform in diameter is best. You 
could also strap a small laser pointer to a bottle 
with sticky tape. Be aware that laser pointers can 
damage eyes if shone directly at them.
You will also need a tea towel or other suitable cloth 
to use as a veil.
The leader starts by spinning the bottle. The children 
may not move. The torch will come to rest on a child. 
When it does, the leader counts down from three. In 
that	time	the	cloth	needs	to	find	its	way	around	the	
group to the child who is exposed to the light. If it 
does not reach the child in time, they switch places 
with the person spinning the bottle.
Remind the children that it was not safe for the people 
to see God because he is holy. Even Moses' face had 
to be veiled after he had been with God!
Option 2: Building Bridges – Place two objects on 
the	floor	with	a	fixed	distance	between	them	(about	
40cm). These could be chairs or overturned buckets.
Give the children a range of materials to make a 
bridge over the gap – Lego/Duplo blocks; spaghetti 
and elastic bands; newspaper and sticky tape. They 
could do this in teams and compete to see which 
team builds the strongest bridge. Don't allow too 
much time for this activity.
Get the children to see what is needed to break the 
bridge; perhaps use small containers with different 
amounts of water in or different amounts of something 
less messy, like beans or uncooked pasta.
Then	finish	with	a	very	solid	bridge	using	something	
that can hold the weight of a child. Be sure that you 
have tested this before with an adult and that it 
is safe! A plank of wood is ideal. Get a child to cross 
the bridge.
Explain how Moses was like a bridge between God 
and the people. But he was like the weak bridges: he 

did the job, but not perfectly. Jesus is like the plank 
of wood: permanent and more than strong enough 
for the job!
Option 3: Put all the children at one end of the room 
with a really large number of tennis balls. The crowd 
of children represents God (which is confusing, so 
take a moment to make it clear).
At the other end of the room place some dolls to 
represent the Israelite people. One child can be 
Moses, the mediator, in the middle between 'God' and 
the Israelites. The children representing God have to 
get some of the their tennis balls to the other side of 
the room, without leaving their end of the room - they 
can only roll them. Moses has to try to stop them; 
he must stay standing up, only stopping balls with 
his feet or hands. Some tennis balls should reach 
the other wall.
Then change the mediator from Moses to Jesus. 
'Jesus' can lie down to block the balls completely. 
If you have very young children who might get hurt 
by rolled tennis balls, give 'Jesus' a series of large 
objects,	like	cushions,	to	lay	on	the	floor	covering	the	
whole width of the room.
God was kind to the people. He chose Moses to stand 
before the people. Moses prayed for the people that 
they would not be punished for their sins. But Moses 
wasn't perfect (some balls got through). He could not 
promise the people that their sins would never be 
punished. We have Jesus. When we trust in him we 
are safe forever! Nothing gets through with Jesus!

Discuss and Apply
Let us be clear: God does not change. He 
was the same God then as he is today. 

This story helps us see what God is like, how he hates 
sin and how it would be fair for him to walk away from 
sinful people. However, because of Jesus God does 
not do that. In fact this passage is most useful to 
understand how God will not treat those who trust in 
Jesus. Having Jesus as our mediator means that this 
will never happen. God will never leave us or punish 
us. We are certain because we have Jesus Christ.
To focus the children's attention during this discussion, 
use some simple visuals or props to represent God, 
Moses and the people. Take the children through 
the story, asking key questions as you go. An idea of 
the kinds of pictures you could use and the different 
logical steps in the progression of the story are on 
page 32.
This lesson shows how the people needed Moses 
after the golden calf disaster. They needed Moses 
to make peace between them and God.
In the same way, Jesus makes peace between us 
and God. He did this by dying on the cross so that we 
can enjoy peace in God's presence forever.
You could explain the concept of a mediator (perhaps 
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Activity
For 3-7s – print page 33 onto paper 
for each child.

The children – colour the picture. Supply glitter and 
encourage the children to make the area surrounding 
'God' as bright as possible.
Help them to fold and glue the Moses figure as 
indicated.
You could also supply them with a small piece of 
fabric to paste over Moses' face when he is facing 
the people. Paste this in such a way that it can be 
lifted upwards.

For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 34), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 35), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Prayer Idea
Remind the children that the reason 
Moses prays so boldly here is because 

he knows what God has already promised.
God wants us to pray like this! We can be even more 
certain than Moses that God will keep his promises 
because of Jesus' death on the cross.
What are some of the promises that God has made 
to	us	and	how	can	we	pray	with	confidence	about	
those promises?

without using the word) using a visual aid similar to 
those on page 32.
You might illustrate what a mediator does by 
sketching a scenario with which the children can 
identify. Perhaps begin by discussing what happens 
when there is a disagreement between two children, 
maybe brothers or sisters.
•	 What	happens	when	they	can't	find	a	way	to	solve	

the problem between them?
•	 Who might they call on to help solve the problem?
•	 What would that person do? Explain how Moses 

did this for the Israelites and how Jesus does 
that for us.

With older children – you could discuss why Jesus 
is better than Moses and how our forgiveness is more 
complete than what the Israelites experienced then.
There are further areas you could discuss:
•	 For those who worry that God can't forgive them, 

this story reminds us that our forgiveness rests 
with Jesus, not us.

•	 For those who think they are already good enough 
for God on their own, this story reminds us of our 
need for someone to stand before God for us.

•	 God stays the same. He said to Moses that he 
is full of love while still punishing sin. Moses did 
not know what we know – on the cross we see 
love	and	punishment	finally	come	together.	It	is	
all done.

•	 Is it possible that one day Christians might do 
something so unbelievably awful that God just 
walks away from us? How does this passage 
answer this?

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 3 
Discuss and Apply Visuals

When the Israelites left Egypt, God ruled over 
them and went with them. They promised to 
obey God.

Moses

What did the people do 
that made God push 
them away?

God said that he would 
leave them.

Moses

Moses

Jesus Us

Who asked God to remember his people?

What did God say he would do for the 
people after Moses prayed?
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 3 
Activity A
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 3 
Activity C

Second Chances
The true story can be found in Exodus 33:1-34:35

How did Moses find out what God is like?

What are some of the things he learnt about 
God? What can we learn?

The Israelites were afraid that God would not go with them. 

Are you ever worried that God might leave you?

How can you be sure that God never will?

God refused to lead his people to the Promised Land because of their sin (33:3). 
What did Moses do for them? (33:11)
(Tick the correct box)

Shouted so that God would listen

Spoke with God face to face

Nothing - he was fed up with them

How did God answer Moses' prayers? (Circle 'yes' or 'no' in the boxes below)

"Let me see your 
glory!" (33:18)

"Please go with your 
people" (33:15-16)

"Please go with us" 
(33:12-13)

Yes No 
 (33:14)

Yes No 
 (33:17)

Yes No 
 (33:19) G
od
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 3 
Activity D

God refused to lead his people to the Promised Land because of their sin (33:3). 
What did Moses do on their behalf? (33:11) _____________________________________________

Fill in God's answers to each of Moses' prayers below:

What did Moses ask God to do after he had seen God's glory? (34:9)

___________________________________________________________________________

How did God prove to the Israelites that he had forgiven them? (34:27-28)

___________________________________________________________________________

Second Chances
The true story can be found in Exodus 33:1-34:35

What does the word 'glory' mean?

How did Moses find out what God is like? 
How do we know what God is like?

What two things were the Israelites afraid of in 33:4-5? 

Are there times when you are afraid God might abandon (leave) you?

Why can we be certain that God will never leave us if we are trusting in Jesus?

Is there anything that could ever stop God forgiving you? (Read Romans 8:38-39)

___________________________

________________ (33:14)

___________________________

________________ (33:17)

___________________________

________________ (33:19)

"Let me see your 
glory!" (33:18)

"Please go with your 
people" (33:15-16)

"Please go with us" 
(33:12-13)

G
od
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Leader's Study Notes
Read Numbers 13:1 – 14:45, noting 
how Israel failed to believe God's 

promises and also rejected his direct instructions.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
The book of Numbers follows on historically from 
Exodus. Leviticus is a detailed handbook of laws 
that God gave his people at Mount Sinai so that they 
could remain in relationship with him. Weeks 1 to 3 
of this series took place at Mount Sinai.
In Numbers 10:11-12 God's people left Mount Sinai 
and headed for the Promised Land. By chapter 

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 4

Spies in the Land
Numbers 13:1 – 14:45

Big Idea : Spies explored the good land God had promised to give Israel, but the people 
did not trust God to help them fight the Canaanites so he punished them.

Aim : To teach that we can bravely do what God has told us to do when we 
trust him to keep his promises.

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

13, the Israelites have arrived at the edge of the 
Promised Land.
13:2 Notice that God starts by reminding 

Moses of his promise: Canaan is the land 
"I am giving to the Israelites". There is no 
doubt.

13:27 "Flowing with milk and honey" is exactly 
the way God described the land in 
Exodus 3:8. No-one questions that the 
land is as good as God promised.

13:28,33 What they say about the tribes in 
Canaan was true. They were huge. The 
challenge is to focus on God's promise 
(Exodus 34:10-11), rather than the size 
of the people.

13:30 See Caleb's immediate reaction. Go 
Caleb! 

13:31-14:4 "We seemed like grasshoppers in our 
own eyes" – they are using their eyes 
to make their decisions, not their trust 
in their mighty God. Notice how the only 
time they mention God is to blame him! 
They have chosen to forget what God 
is like. They don't want God. They don't 
want Moses.

14:3,4 The Israelites reject God, his covenant 
(special promise), and his leader.

14: 7-9 Caleb and Joshua are not optimistic or 
reckless – they know what God is like. 
Notice how often they mention the Lord. 
What a brilliant speech! "Their protection 
is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not 
be afraid of them."

14:11 They again doubt God's ability to do 
what he has promised. Since their 
rescue from Egypt they have seen the 
total destruction of the entire Egyptian 
army (Exodus 14:30-31); the defeat of 
the Amalekites (Exodus 17:13,16); and 
God's constant provision of food and 
water in the desert. Now they doubt his 
ability	 to	 complete	 the	 final	 part	 of	 his	
plan.
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14:16-18 Where have you heard the words of 
Moses' prayer before? Moses prays 
the Lord's words back to him (Exodus 
34:6-7). It's a model prayer which shows 
Moses asking God to be the one he said 
he would be.

14:20-23 God forgives, but still judges sin. God 
would still give the Promised Land to 
his people, but not one of these people 
would see that wonderful land. Notice 
how seriously God judges his people. 
They forgot what God was like and did 
not act according to his promises.

14:24, 30 Caleb and Joshua trusted God to keep 
his promises. They wanted to take hold 
of God's promise and God was pleased 
with them.

14:26-38 God's people are delayed in taking the 
Promised Land for another forty years 
because they did not trust God.

14:28-29 God gave them what they feared (14:2-3).
14:36-38 The ten faithless spies are punished 

more seriously for leading the others 
in grumbling and rejecting God and his 
promises.

14:40-45 They realise their mistake and want to 
fix	 things,	 but	 it's	 too	 late.	They	 try	 to	
conquer the land in their own strength. 
This act may seem brave, but yet again 
it's in direct disobedience to God's 
command to return to the desert (14:25).

 They go without God's presence (ark), or 
blessing and they fail miserably.

The Israelites had forgotten what God was like and 
what he had promised. This led to their disobedience 
and punishment.
Caleb and Joshua were different. They trusted God 
to keep his promises. This made them eager to obey 
– even when everyone else thought the task was 
impossible.

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
The diagram at the end of this section 
might	be	a	helpful	summary	of	the	flow	

of the story. The map on page 43 is a very helpful 
way to see how the Israelites' escape from Egypt, 
encounter at Sinai and journey to the Promised Land 
fit	together.
For younger children – this age group only needs 
to go up to Numbers 14:24. That still leaves a long 
story! Work hard to simplify the story as much as 
you need to, making sure that you keep the aim in 
mind (see above).
The children need to keep being reminded that God 
had promised this land to his people. This promise 
is the heart of the lesson.
The ten spies forgot God's promise and so felt afraid. 
Caleb and Joshua remembered this promise and so 
felt brave. This story is about God's certain promises 
not Caleb and Joshua's bravery.
This story is commonly found in children's Bibles. 
Because it has a simple idea running through it, the 
children can be engaged using drama and questions.
Consider having a 'promise visual' that you can keep 
showing the children throughout the story. This could 
be a scroll or a wrapped present. God had promised 
the people the special land; the people just had to 
take it.
Can the children pretend to be spies? Crawling on 
their tummies. Not making any noise. Whispering. 
Wearing special clothes. Perhaps leaving the room 
to collect some special fruit, then silently returning to 
the room. Have some 'giants' set up on the journey. 
Give a sense of the fear those giants would cause. 
Show relief when everyone is back safely.

Review
Review the previous lesson. Remind the 
children that the lesson was about how 

God responded to Israel's sin with the golden calf.
Can the children remember the answers to the 
following questions:
•	 How was God going to punish the people? 

[He would not go with them (Exodus 33:3)]
•	 Who pleaded with God? 

[Moses (Exodus 33:15)]
•	 How did the people know they were getting a 

second chance? 
[New stone tablets (Exodus 34:4)]

Introductory Idea
Option 1: Make a Giant. Let the children 
work in teams. Give each team an adult 

sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms. One child in each 
team puts the clothes on and the rest of the team 
use scrunched up newspaper or scraps of cloth to 
stuff the clothing, thus making the person into a giant. 
This is probably best done with boys and girls 
in separate groups. If leaders are participating 
they need to be conscious of child protection 
guidelines.
In today's true story from the Bible, God's people met 
some giants while exploring the Promised Land. [Use 
the Bridge Questions below as a link to the lesson]
Option 2: God's Good Treasure Hunt. Hide 
honeycomb, white chocolate or milk bottle sweets 
and grapes around the room.
For younger children – simply get them to move 
around the room collecting all these good things. 
Put the items on one side to be divided amongst the 
children after the lessons or during craft time. Be 
aware of food allergies.
For older children – have some leaders or other 
children standing on chairs across the middle of the 
room 'armed' with pillows. The rest of the children 
will need to get past these 'giants' to collect the good 
things placed on the other side of the room. As they 
do so, they need to avoid being hit by the giants. This 
is only meant to be an introductory activity so don't 
let it go on too long. Ensure that the chairs are stable 
and that the children standing on them will be safe.
In today's true story from the Bible, God's people 
went to explore the Promised Land to discover all the 
wonderful things there. [Use the Bridge Questions 
below to create a link to today's lesson]
Option 3: Can't win. The leader challenges the 
children to beat him at a game. Place 13 grapes 
(either real or plastic), on a table. The contestants 
can take any number from 1 to 3 grapes per go. The 
person to take the last piece loses. The child has to 

start	first.	Whatever	the	child	takes,	the	leader	takes	
enough to make a total of 4 fruit picked up during that 
round. That way the child is bound to be left with the 
last one. Do this with several different volunteers.
Talk about being discouraged when you just cannot 
win. In today's true story from the Bible, God's people 
felt just like that. They felt they could not win the 
Promised Land. They were wrong! [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a link to the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 What was good about the Promised Land? 

[The land itself and its fruit (Numbers 13:27)]
•	 What was bad about the land? 

[The big people living in the land 
(Numbers 13:28)]

•	 Why did they not enter the land? 
[Because they didn't trust God and obey his 
word (Numbers 14:22-23)]
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The discussion when you return can directly compare 
God's promise (referring to the visual), with the giants 
(referring to the visuals you may have made during 
the introductory idea). For these children, can you 
help them see that sometimes there is a choice – 
being afraid of people or trusting God's promises?
For older children – as with younger children, it 
is useful to have a dominant visual to show God's 
promise to give his people the land. This visual can 
become a symbol of God's promises, his nature and 
our decision to trust him.
The heart of the lesson will involve the two sides 
arguing over whether or not to take the land. You 
could split your children into two groups. One group 
can pretend to be the ten spies, while the other is 
Joshua and Caleb – even if the second group has 
more than two children!
Each group can prepare a report for the class on 
what they have learnt about the Promised Land and 
what they think the people should do.
When the groups present their reports, it would be 
ideal if there was some real tension and drama in the 
room. This represents a big argument. In the story 
the people got so angry they wanted to stone Caleb 
and Joshua!
Give the children a few key verses to study and help 
them to prepare. Coach the children in what they 
would say if they were giving a report as:
The Ten spies
•	 Key verses – 13:27, 28, 31, 33 and 14:3.
•	 Some things they might say:
•	 "The land is amazing. The best I've ever seen."
•	 "The people are massive! They're like giants."
•	 "Next to them, I felt like a grasshopper."
•	 "Their cities are like huge fortresses. We could 

never attack them and live."
•	 "We're all going to die if we try to take the land."

Joshua and Caleb
•	 Key verses – 13:30, 14:7-9 (This group has 

simpler verses, which may affect which children 
you put in this group).

•	 Some things they might say:
•	 "Let's go! Let's take the land. It can be ours."
•	 "The land is unbelievable. It's perfect!"
•	 "God will give it to us. He will win."
•	 "Don't be afraid of people. God can beat them." 
•	 "We can do this because God is with us."

The discussion after this is simply asking the children 
who they would agree with and why. Then you can 
briefly	explain	how	God	responded	to	the	people	who	
refused to go into the land.
As with the younger children, emphasise the big 
issue – are they afraid of people or do they trust 
God's promises?

13:2 "I will give you this land"

Spy 
out the 

Promised 
Land

Shall we take the land?

10 Spies - "NO"

13:28 The people are powerful
 The cities are like castles
13:31 They're stronger than us
13:33 We're like grasshoppers 

compared to them
14:3 We're all going to die 

2 Spies - "YES"

13:30 Let's go take the land!
14:7-9 The land is great
 The Lord will give it to us
 Don't be afraid

14:10

"NO!"

What does God think?

14:23
"You will never 
take the land"

14:24
"Only you will 
take the land"

14:44-45
They tried to take 
the land without 
God and failed

14:37
The 10 spies 

died

13:25 All return

13:18-20 Lots of questions

What do the people think?
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Game Idea
Option 1: For younger children – 
colour by numbers. Play this game in 

teams. The teams sit at opposite ends of the room 
and each team receives a copy of the picture on 
page 44.
In the middle of the room, face-up in a box (so the 
teams can't see it), place a copy of the picture that 
you have coloured in. 
The children in each team take turns to run to the 
box, check which colour to use for each piece of 
fruit and return to their group to colour one piece of 
fruit each. If you only have very young children, then 
simply colour each piece of fruit a single colour on 
the picture in the box.
When they are done, compare each team's picture 
with the one in the box.
Did	the	children	find	it	hard	to	remember	the	picture	
in the box? Did they sometimes forget and use the 
wrong colour?
Remind the children that Israel forgot some things 
about God and so they made wrong choices.
Option 1: For older children – colour by number. 
Play this game in teams. The teams sit at opposite 
ends of the room and each team receives a copy of 
the picture on page 44.
In the middle of the room, face-up in a box (so the 
teams can't see it), place the following colour key:
1. Green 2. Red
3. Purple 4. Blue
5. Orange 6. Yellow
7. Black 8. Brown
The children take turns to run to the box and check 
the colour key. They are then required to perform a 
task in the middle of the room before returning to their 
groups to colour the picture. The task could include 
stacking blocks or cups, doing some star jumps or 
press-ups – anything that will distract them. They 
may not see the key again after performing the task.
Have a picture that you have coloured in according 
to the key available to show the groups at the end. 
The group that produces a perfectly matching picture 
wins.
Did	the	children	find	it	hard	to	remember	the	correct	
colour? Did the task distract them?
Remind the children that Israel forgot what God was 
like and so they made the wrong decision.
Variation 1: You could make this activity more 
challenging by having a leader in each group pointing 
to the area that needs to be coloured only after the 
child has come back from looking at the picture or 
colour key. This will really test their memory. If they 
cannot remember the colour, they must either guess 
or	 skip	 a	 turn.	The	 first	 team	 finished	 and	with	 a	
correctly coloured picture wins.

Variation 2: For older children – have a list of God's 
attributes in the box. These might include:
1. All powerful 2. All knowing
3. All seeing 4. Merciful
5. Forgiving 6. Loving
7. Compassionate 8. Holy
9. Punishes sin 10. Righteous
A child from each team runs to the box and studies the 
list. They then need to get through a simple 'assault 
course' on their way back from the box.
When the children from all teams are back with their 
team, the leader calls out which attribute of God they 
need to recall and write on a piece of paper. This 
might be e.g. "The third one on the list" or "The one 
starting with the letter 'P'" etc.
Remind the children that Israel forgot what God was 
like and so they made the wrong decision.
Option 2: Make a Bunch. Divide the group into two 
teams	and	give	 each	 team	about	 fifteen	 balloons	
(one team gets green balloons and the other purple 
or red). The teams will also each need a ball of string 
and a pair of scissors. The challenge is to see which 
team can make the best looking cluster of grapes 
using the items provided. You could also provide a 
broomstick for each team to hang their cluster from.
Remind the children that the spies found that the land 
was full of the best fruits they had ever seen, but also 
the largest people they had ever seen.

Discuss and Apply
This lesson shows that what we believe 
about God affects our obedience and 

what we'll attempt for the sake of Jesus and the 
gospel. If we truly believe something, then we will 
act in a certain way.
It might be helpful to illustrate this for children using 
relationships that they understand. For instance, 
imagine one of your parents is collecting you from 
a party, but they are late. How might that make you 
feel? If they have promised that they will collect you, 
how does that change the way you feel? When we 
trust God's promises we feel and behave differently.
You are trying to draw the connection between belief 
and action.
For younger children – ask them if they have ever 
been asked to jump into someone's arms. Perhaps 
they were standing on a wall and the person said, 
"Jump, I'll catch you".
•	 Did they jump? Explore why they made the 

decision to jump.
•	 If they didn't jump, why didn't they? Into whose 

arms would they jump?
•	 If their 2 year old brother asked them to jump into 

his arms, would they jump? Why not?
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Activity
For 3-7s choose either Activity A (page 
45), or Activity B (below).

Activity A – print page 45 onto card for each child. 
Cut the page into three as marked.
Create two tubes out of the top and bottom thirds of 
the page by gluing as shown. You will then have two 
tubes that look like this:

Glue	under	the	one	flap	as	indicated	and	place	the	
other	tube	flap	underneath	the	glued	one	to	produce	
this:

Finally, glue the middle section of the page over both 
tubes to make the binoculars rigid. This is the only 
piece that needs to be decorated by the children.

Prayer Idea
Can the children think of some of the 
things God commands us to do? Honour 

parents. Obey authorities. Tell other about Jesus etc. 
Write these ideas down or draw some simple pictures 
on	 large	pictures	of	 fruit.	Which	ones	do	 they	find	
most	difficult?	When	are	they	difficult?
Encourage the children to pray that God would help 
them in each of these situations to trust him and 
obey God's word.

Help the children to understand that they would only 
jump if they trust the person and believe that the 
person was strong enough to catch them and keep 
them safe.
Remind the children of what God asked Israel to do 
(enter the Promised Land).
•	 Can the children remember why ten of the spies 

were scared?
•	 Who wasn't scared? Why weren't they scared?

Help the children to understand that when we trust 
God's promises and we believe that he is in charge 
and cares for us, then we can do anything he asks 
us to do.
Which of God's promises are particularly special to 
these children? How can the children think or behave 
differently when they trust these promises? If you 
have thought through how this applies to your life it 
will make it easier!

For older children – help them to understand the link 
between belief, trust and action. Sketch a scenario 
relevant to your children where they would need to 
act based on what they knew about someone who 
had made a promise.
Perhaps it could be as simple as meeting someone 
at a certain place at a particular time. If they know 
the person is always late, it's tempting to not be at 
the meeting point at the agreed time. They will act 
(or not act), based on what they know and believe.
•	 What had God promised the Israelites?
•	 In what ways had God shown that he could be 

trusted since Israel left Egypt?
•	 What was God asking Israel to do in this story?
•	 Why did Israel not trust God's promise? What 
made	the	decision	difficult?

Can the children think of situations where being 
afraid of people means they stop trusting one of 
God's promises.
Help the children to think through some of the 
promises that God has made that apply to them. How 
do these promises affect their behaviour?
•	 Think about Jesus' promise to grow his Church 

(Matthew 16:18). If the children really believe that 
nothing will stop Jesus' Church, how would that 
change how they feel about the Church?

•	 Think about Jesus' promise to go with his people 
as they tell others about him (Matthew 28:18-20). 
How would that make telling others easier?

•	 Think about God's promise that once he has 
started making us like Jesus, he will not stop until 
we are just like Jesus (Philippians 1:6). How does 
this help the children when they are tempted to 
do the wrong thing?

Think about other promises, relevant to your children, 
that would make them brave if they truly believed 
them.
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Activity B	–	make	Caleb	and	Joshua	figures	out	of	
clothes pegs and felt like the picture below. You can 
cut simple faces out of paper to paste on the pegs.  
You can also provide drinking straws cut to size for 
walking sticks. Place these on a paper plate amidst 
some real grapes for the children to take home.

For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 46), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 47), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 4 
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 4 
Game Idea
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 4 
Activity A
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Ten of the spies saw the giants 
and were afraid.

Caleb and Joshua remembered 
God's promises and were brave.

Numbers 13
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 4 
Activity C

What did the 12 spies have to do? (13:17-20)
(Tick the 2 correct answers)

Spies in the Land
The true story can be found in Numbers 13:1-14:45

How do you think the spies felt when 
they saw God's Promised Land already 
filled with huge, strong people?

Why was God angry with the people who were afraid?

Do you think God was being fair? Why / why not?

Are you ever afraid that God will not keep his promises to you?

Why can we be sure that God will never break his promises to us?

Joshua and Caleb were not afraid because __ __ __ was with them 
and had __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ to lead them. (14:6-9)

How many spies were not afraid? (14:6)
(Circle the correct answer)

 2 10 12 0

What were their names? (14:6)

J __ __ __ __ __ and C __ __ __ __

Explore the land

Eat milk and honey

Defeat the people

Build a city

Bring back some fruit
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 4 
Activity D

What 2 things did the 12 spies have to do?

1. ___________________________________________________________ (13:17)

2. __________________________________________________________ (13:20)

What were the names of the 2 brave spies? (14:6)

__ __ __ __ __ and __ __ __ __ __ __

Why were they not afraid? (14:6-9) _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where does Moses' prayer come from? (14:17-19)
Read Exodus 34:6-7 again to find out!

Whose description of God is Moses trusting? ______________

Spies in the Land
The true story can be found in Numbers 13:1-14:45

How do you think the spies felt when they 
saw God's Promised Land already filled with 
huge, strong people?

Why was God so angry with Israel?

Do you think God was being fair? Why / why not?

What are some of the things that God promises his people 
today (Christians)?

Are you ever afraid that God will not keep these promises?

Why can we be sure that God will never break his promises?

How does this help you to obey him?
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Aim : To teach that Jesus is a better priest than Aaron because he saves 
us from death forever. We need no other priest.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 5

Big Idea : God proved Aaron was Israel's priest. Aaron saved them from death.

Aaron's Budding Staff
Numbers 16:1 – 17:13

Leader's Study Notes
Read Numbers 16:1 – 17:13, noting 
how Israel continued to reject the 

leaders God chose and how God proved his 
choice.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
In the notes below, we use the words 'prophet' and 
'priest'. God had chosen Moses to be his prophet 
(Exodus 3:10). A prophet in the Old Testament was 
someone called by God to speak God's word to his 
people.
God had chosen Aaron to be the priest (Exodus 28:1). 
The priest represented the people to God and God to 
the people. He made them right before God, usually 
through	sacrificing	animals.
16:1-4 Some of God's people rebel and think they 

are good enough on their own – they do 
not want Moses and Aaron as their spiritual 
leaders. They have no idea! It was true 
that God told all of his people that they 
could be holy by obeying him, but God 
had chosen Moses to be the prophet and 
Aaron to be the priest. Moses and Aaron 
had not exalted themselves.

16:11 They are arguing with God not Aaron and 
Moses. God has said they need a priest 
and God chose Aaron. It is not up to God's 
people to decide who makes them right 
with God.

16:12-14 Very childish behaviour – "You can't tell 
me what to do!" They refuse to submit to 
the authority God has put in place.

16:31-35 God's judgement is real and awful – 
swallowed	in	the	pit	and	fire.	No-one	can	
despise the leaders God has chosen and 
get away with it.

16:41 The sinfulness of the people is shown 
yet again. They grumble once more and 
though they see God's judgement, think it 
will not apply to them.

16:46-50 All deserve judgement, but one man, 
Aaron, can stand in the place of death 
for many. God is leading Moses and 

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

Week 4
•	 Twelve spies were sent to explore the 

Promised Land. The land and fruit were 
good, but ten of the spies feared the large 
people in the land and discouraged Israel 
from entering the land.

•	 Israel was punished for this rebellion against 
God and lack of trust in his promises by being 
made to wander in the desert for forty years.
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Aaron to understand that there must be 
someone who can stand before God to 
make atonement for sin. Aaron does what 
is needed to make God and his people 
'at one' again (hence the word 'at-one-
ment').

17:2 The staffs represent each tribe including 
Levi – the one to which Aaron belongs.

17:4, 7 The staffs are placed in the presence of 
God in the Tent of Meeting.

17:5, 8 God exceeds the demands of the test. 
Not only does Aaron's staff sprout, but it 
produces fruit! What an amazing visual 
illustration to prove beyond doubt that God 
has chosen Aaron as his priest.

17:12 The people acknowledge their sin in 
challenging Aaron's role.

Hebrews 4-10 explains how in every respect Jesus' 
high priesthood is better than Aaron's. This is 
especially seen in Hebrews 5:1-5 and 9:11-12.
Jesus	 is	 the	 final,	 better	 priest	 forever.	His	 death	
on the cross was the ultimate priestly sacrifice. 
Now everyone who trusts in him can be made 
holy and have access to the presence of God 
(Hebrews 10:19-22). Jesus is the only priest we need 
and no-one can ever take that role from him.
But there is also a lesson to be learned about 
submitting to the spiritual leadership that God has 
chosen. Korah's sin is mentioned in Jude 11-16. The 
teaching there is against those who grumble and 
find	fault	with	the	spiritual	leaders	God	has	chosen,	
especially when they are leaders who are teaching 
grace and calling people to repent of their sin.

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
This	long	passage	needs	to	be	simplified	
in order to teach it to children. Below are 

suggestions for how this can be done.
For younger children – in most cases, you would 
choose to focus on 16:1-3 and 17:1-13.
16:1-3 allows you to show how Korah's group thought 
that they didn't need Moses and Aaron. Then 17:1-13 
is an exciting and simple story to show how God 
made it plain that Aaron was his choice. Aaron would 
be the one to stand in the place of the people before 
God. He would be the one to sort out the people's 
sin problem.
To tell the story you will need some props. In 
particular,	find	or	make	a	prop	to	show	what	a	'budded	
staff' would look like. You will need this central prop to 
focus the children on the big idea – God has chosen 
one man to make the people right with him.
Make	a	story	scene	using	play	figures	to	represent	
Moses, Aaron and Korah, Dathan and Abiram and 
their families.
Use lollipop sticks for the staffs. Write the names of 
the twelve tribes of Israel on them; write 'Aaron' on 
the staff for the tribe of Levi. Make two sets of these 
staffs so that Aaron's staff can amazingly bud as you 
tell the story.
To	do	this,	take	three	cloths.	On	the	first	one	lay	one	
set	of	staffs.	Stick	paper	flowers,	leaves	and	almonds	
(be aware of possible nut allergies), onto Aaron's 
staff. Don't let the children see this one. Cover with 
another cloth of the same colour. Place the 'plain' set 
of staffs onto this cloth. As you tell the story, you will 
cover this set with a third identical cloth. At the right 
time in the story, lift off the top two cloths to reveal 
the set with the budded staff. Tip: It's always good 
to rehearse this sort of thing before the lesson 
to ensure that it works!
Or, for the budded staff, you could use the cardboard 
tube from a kitchen towel roll and put some scrunched 
up tissue paper inside that can be poked out. There 
are many ways this can be done!
You could use a piece of brown cloth placed across 
two small tables. Place Jelly Babies (sweets) or Lego 
figures	to	represent	the	rebels	along	the	line	where	
the tables meet.
During the story pull the tables apart slightly so that 
the	figures	collapse	in	the	middle.	Allow	some	extra	
material to feed into this gap and then push the tables 
together. This is a very effective way of showing how 
they were swallowed up by the ground. This needs 
to be rehearsed.
There are many things you can do to increase the 
fun and drama of this story:
•	  Moses needs to explain clearly how this 'test' will 

work (17:1-5). You can write the names on all the 
staffs in front of the children, or just on Aaron's.

Introductory Idea
Option 1: Good Enough? Have pictures 
that represent a range of professions, 

place these on a board or wall.
Draft a list of tasks. As you call out each task, select 
one volunteer to choose the correct picture on the 
board.	For	example,	"Who	is	the	best	person	to	fly	a	
plane?" [a pilot] etc.
Can the children imagine if a plumber said he could 
perform surgery because veins are just pipes and he 
knows	how	to	fix	pipes!	Would	that	work?	Why	not?
In today's true story from the Bible some of the 
Israelites thought they could do a special job that God 
had chosen Aaron to do. [Use the Bridge Questions 
below to create a link with the lesson]
Option 2: Play a game of 'Simon says' – use a 
random item, like a whisk or spatula, to be the 'symbol 
of authority' (the boss's stick). The person who has 
this symbol gets to run the game. The leader can 
give different children turns to hold the item and run 
the game.
Another leader could try to run the game without the 
symbol. Chaos follows: two leaders are trying to be 
in control.
In today's true story from the Bible, Aaron was given 
something special to show that he was the one God 
had chosen to be in charge of sorting out Israel's sin. 
[Use the Bridge Questions below to create a link into 
the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
•	 How did God show that Aaron was the one he 

had chosen? 
[Aaron's staff budded (Numbers 17:8)]

•	 What happened to those who rejected Aaron? 
[They were swallowed by a hole in the ground 
(Numbers 16:32)]

Review
Review the previous lesson. Remind the 
children that twelve spies had gone into 

the Promised Land to see what it was like.
Can the children remember the answers to the 
following questions:
•	 What was good about the Promised Land? 

[The land itself and its fruit (Numbers 13:27)]
•	 What was bad about the land? 

[The big people living in the land (Numbers 
13:28)]

•	 Why did they not enter the land? 
[Because they didn't trust God and obey his 
word (Numbers 14:22-23)]
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Discuss and Apply
For younger children – start by 
explaining what Aaron (and every priest 

after him), did. They were the ones who helped the 
people	with	their	sin	problem	by	making	sacrifices.
When the people sinned, even if it was an accident, 
something needed to be done so that they could be 
forgiven. The priest was the only person who made 
sure that the people were forgiven. It was a very 
important job and God had chosen Aaron for it. 
How did God make it really clear that Aaron was his 
choice? Point the children to the budded staff prop. 
Can the children see why it was a problem if someone 
else thought they could do Aaron's job?
Explain that Aaron and the other priests had to keep 
doing this job. Help the children to understand that 
Jesus is our priest. When he died on the cross, he 
did what was needed to make us friends with God 
forever, even when we keep getting things wrong.
Because	Jesus	 is	perfect,	he	completely	fixed	our	
problem.	He	only	had	to	die	once	to	fix	everybody's	
sin problem forever. To make the link for the children, 
you could cross two of your 'staffs' to make a cross – 
God chose Jesus to be our priest, just as he chose 
Aaron to be theirs.
For older children – talk about the ongoing problem 
of sin in our lives. Is there ever a day that we do not 
sin in what we feel, think, say or do?
Help them to see that sin is a daily problem for us, as 
it was for Israel. That's why Israel needed a priest. 
And that's why God had arranged for the tabernacle 
to	be	built	and	for	priests	to	sacrifice	animals;	so	that	
the Israelites could be forgiven.
•	 Why does it matter that God takes sin so 

seriously? What would life be like if God didn't 
take sin so seriously?

•	 Is there any difference between Israel's daily 
sin	and	our	daily	sin?	Why	do	we	not	sacrifice	
animals?

•	 Help	the	children	to	see	that	Jesus	 is	 the	final,	
better	priest.	And	he	was	also	the	sacrifice.

It is unlikely that children will realise how other 
religions behave like Korah – not wanting the priest 
that God has given them, Jesus.
Other religions make up their own way to be right with 
God. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that their 
priests are needed for people to be made right with 
God. Muslims don't believe they need any priest, but 
must do certain things to be good enough for God.
We want to emphasise the truth, that Jesus is our 
final	priest,	making	us	right	with	God.	You	may	want	
to mention that other religions do not believe this and 
explain what they do believe. Be clear that these are 
not alternative ways to be saved. This will contradict 
what they are taught in many schools. Choose 
your words wisely!

•	 There is drama in the staffs being put somewhere 
out of sight (17:6, 7). It's like a secret. What is 
going to happen?

•	 You might want everyone in the room to go to 
'sleep' as they wait for the following morning 
(17:8).

•	 Keeping the staff as a reminder (17:10), is 
something children can relate to. Every time 
Moses got the staff out, what would the people 
remember?

•	 17:12-13 is the perfect conclusion to lead on to 
how Jesus saves us. When the people realised 
how	much	they	needed	Aaron	to	fix	their	problem	
of	sin,	 they	were	 terrified.	Their	problem	 is	our	
problem. The difference is that God has chosen 
Jesus for us. We can be safe forever!

For older children – You will need to help the 
children to understand the importance of Aaron's role 
as priest. Remind the children that God had made 
Moses the people's leader and the one who brought 
God's words to his people.
But the people also needed a priest, one who could 
make them right with God (friends with God).
The sections of the story you could tell are:
16:1-3 Korah's group said that they did not need 

Moses and Aaron.
16:12-14 The people disobeyed Moses and blamed 

him for everything!
16:28-34 Those in charge of the disobedience were 

swallowed up.
17:1-13 God showed that Aaron was God's clear 

choice as priest.
However, just with the younger children, 16:1-3 and 
17:1-13 are the key passages. If in doubt, cover less 
of the detail in the story and rather make it clear.
16:1-3 shows how Korah's group thought that they 
didn't need Moses and Aaron.
What does this say about what they thought of:
•	 Moses and Aaron?
•	 themselves?
•	 God?

Do the children understand the seriousness of the 
sin of Korah and the others?
17:1-13 is an exciting and simple story that shows 
how God made it plain to the entire Israelite 
community that Aaron was his choice.
•	 Why did God insist that Aaron's name appeared 

on the staff of the tribe of Levi?
•	 Why did the staff get kept in the ark of the 

covenant?
•	 How did the people respond when they realised 

that their grumbling was wrong? What made 
them think they might die? Do you think they had 
learned their lesson?
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Prayer Idea
It should be clear from this lesson that, 
just like the Israelites, we can do nothing 

to save ourselves. All Israel needed to do was trust 
the person God had chosen to deal with their sin.
Think about some of the things that people trust in 
for rescue instead of the what God has provided in 
Jesus. Write these on pieces of paper or have simple 
pictures. Perhaps the children can also think of some.
The children each choose one and pray, thanking 
God that they don't need to do that thing to be 
rescued because Jesus has done everything.

Activity
For 3-7s choose either Activity A 
(page 53), or Activity B (page 54).

Activity A – print page 53 onto paper for each 
child. The children colour in the picture. Provide them 
with white and green tissue paper to scrunch up and 
paste onto the picture. You can also provide small 
brown almond-shaped pieces of paper to paste on 
the staff.
Activity B	–	Make	a	'flick	book'.	Print	page	54 onto 
card for each child. This doesn't really work with paper.
Before the lesson cut along all the lines to produce 
six squares. Use a paperclip to keep each set 
together.
The children colour all the pictures using the same 
colours for each.
They place the pictures in the correct order, starting 
with the summary of the story. Help them to staple 
along the left margin.
They	can	now	hold	the	book	firmly	along	the	spine	
with one hand and use their other thumb to push the 
book	back,	allowing	the	pages	to	flick	forward	one	at	
a time. This takes a little practice, but they should be 
able to see the staff budding.
For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 55), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 56), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Game Idea
Option 1: Play a priestly relay – place 
a number of ice-cream sticks inside a 

pillowcase at one end of the room. Use a felt-tip 
marker	to	draw	flowers	on	about	one	third	of	them.	
You will need more sticks than you have children in 
the group.
On the same side of the room, have a number of 
cutouts	of	people.	You	could	also	use	Lego	figures	
or other suitable items to represent people. You 
will need about as many as you have children in 
your group. These are the 'people' that need to be 
rescued by a 'priest'. Mark this side of the room with 
'not friends with God' or 'sin' or a crown crossed out.
Divide the group into teams and have them sit in rows 
at the opposite end of the room. Mark this side of the 
room with 'friends with God' or a picture of a crown. 
The children run in a relay, one child from each team 
at a time. They reach into the pillow case (without 
looking), and draw out one stick each. It might be 
helpful to have a leader holding the bag to ensure 
the children don't look inside. 
If	a	child	draws	a	stick	with	flowers	on	it,	they	get	to	
take one of the people from that end of the room to 
safety on the other side.
Either	play	for	a	fixed	period	of	time	or	until	all	the	
'people' are rescued. The team that has rescued 
the most people, wins. If needed, recycle the sticks 
by having a leader put them back in the pillowcase 
while the game is running. To speed up the game, 
only	put	sticks	with	flowers	back.	To	slow	 it	down,	
only put plain sticks back.
Remind the children that Aaron was chosen by God 
to rescue people by dealing with their sin problem. 
God showed the people that Aaron was the one he 
had chosen by making his staff bud.
Option 2: For older children – play any game that 
involves scoring goals – bench ball, football, netball 
etc.
Have two budding staffs, one for each team. These 
could be empty kitchen towel rolls with some tissue 
paper pasted on them to make them look like budding 
staffs.
Play the game according to the normal rules, but 
tell the children that for a goal to count, the person 
making the goal needs to be holding the budding 
staff when they score. This will require the staff to 
be passed between team members.
Remind the children that God showed that Aaron was 
the one chosen to represent Israel by the budding 
staff.
Option 3: Pick-up Sticks – play a version of the 
game 'pick-up sticks' using staffs. Have a pile of thirty 
or so twigs or lollipop sticks. The children must try 
to take one stick away at a time without any of the 
others moving. If they knock another stick that child 
is out of the game.

Explain to the children that choosing the wrong stick 
has big consequences and ends in disaster. In this 
game we can only guess which stick is the right one. 
In this story, God made it clear who he wanted to help 
his	people	fix	their	huge	problem	of	sin.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 5 
Activity A

God showed that Aaron was the priest he had chosen by 
making his staff grow leaves, blossoms and almonds!

Numbers 17:8
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 5 
Activity B

God showed that Aaron 
was the priest he had 
chosen by making his 

staff grow leaves, blossoms 
and almonds!

Numbers 17:8

1

2 3

4 5
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 5 
Activity C

What were the names of the leaders who rebelled against Moses? (16:1)

1. K __ __ __ __ 2. D __ __ __ __ __ 3. A __ __ __ __ __ 4. O __

Why were they angry with Moses and Aaron? (16:3)
(Tick the correct block)

They all wanted to be priest

They wanted more food

They didn't like Moses

Aaron's Budding Staff
The true story can be found in Numbers 16:1-17:13

What was a priest supposed to do?

Who had chosen Aaron to be priest?

What was so serious about the Israelites' rebellion?

Was there any other way for the Israelites to save themselves?

How is Jesus' role as our priest like Aaron's?

In what ways is Jesus a better priest than Aaron?

God was angry with the people for their sinful rebellion, but Aaron made 
a  way to bring them back together (16:46-48). In the space below, draw a 
picture of Aaron standing between God and the people.

G
od
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 5 
Activity D

What were the names of the leaders who rebelled against Moses? (16:1)

1. K_____________ 2. D_____________ 3. A_____________ 4. O_________

How many Israelites joined them? (16:2) ______________

Why were they angry with Moses and Aaron? (16:3) _______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

God was angry with the people for rejecting Aaron.

What did he do when they carried on grumbling?

(16:45, 49) ___________________________________________________

What did Aaron do for the people? (16:47-48)

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Aaron's Budding Staff
The true story can be found in Numbers 16:1-17:13

What was the role of a priest?

Who had chosen Aaron to be priest?

Who were the Israelites really rebelling against?

What was so serious about the Israelites' rebellion?

Was there any other way for the Israelites to save themselves?

Read Hebrews 9:14-15. How is Jesus' role as our great high priest 
like Aaron's? In what ways is he a better priest than Aaron?



57
Copyright © 2013 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Aim : To teach that we must completely trust God and live in obedience to 
his word. We all need God's help to do this.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 6

Big Idea : Israel rebelled yet again. Moses was so angry that he did not trust God 
enough to obey God's instructions.

Moses Strikes Out
Numbers 20:1-13

Leader's Study Notes
Read Numbers 20:1-13, noting God's 
gracious response to Israel's ongoing 

rebellion. Notice also his punishment of Moses 
and Aaron for their failure to honour the Lord in 
their anger.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
God's people are almost at the edge of the Promised 
Land. This scene takes place nearly forty years after 
Israel	refused	to	enter	the	land	the	first	time.	God's	
punishment for not trusting him to keep them safe 
and give them the land was that all the adults would 
die in the desert. From that generation, only Joshua 
and Caleb (and presumably Aaron and Moses), would 
enter the land (Numbers 14:29-30). 
20:1 Miriam was Moses and Aaron's sister. Her 

death reminds us of the punishment God 
imposed on Israel for their lack of faith. 
Even those close to Moses died.

20:2-3 Israel have still not learned to trust God to 
provide for their needs. They experienced 
the exact same problem before when they 
were still children (Exodus 17:1-7). Their 
parents and grandparents failed to trust 
God, but God graciously provided water 
from a rock. 

 History is being repeated because they 
have learned nothing! They wish that they 
had died along with Korah and the other 
rebels (Numbers 16:23-34).

20:4-5 They also respond to Moses in the same 
way their parents had done, by longing for 
Egypt. They forget how they were treated 
in Egypt.

 They complain that they have no fruit in the 
desert, but they forget that God was taking 
them	to	a	wonderful	land,	a	land	"flowing	
with milk and honey".

20:6-8 Moses and Aaron both look to God for help. 
The staff had been the symbol of God's 
presence with Moses to perform miracles 
since Exodus 4:17. This time Moses is not 
to use the staff, but only have it with him 

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, ware angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

Week 4
•	 Twelve spies were sent to explore the 

Promised Land. The land and fruit were 
good, but ten of the spies feared the large 
people in the land and discouraged Israel 
from entering the land.

•	 This rebellion against God and lack of trust 
in his promises was punished by Israel being 
made to wander in the desert for forty years.

Week 5
•	 Israel rebelled against Moses and Aaron's 

leadership.
•	 God punished those who led the rebellion 
and	 confirmed	Aaron	as	 the	 chosen	priest	
by making his staff blossom.
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when he speaks to the rock.
20:9-11 Moses is very angry with the people 

and he speaks harshly with them (see 
Psalm 106:32-33). He speaks as if they 
are his people, but he is one of them too; 
they belong to the Lord. He seems to be 
claiming to be the one who will provide for 
the people. He then hits the rock, not once, 
but	twice	in	a	fit	of	rage.

20:12 Moses' (and Aaron's), behaviour shows 
their lack of faith in the word of God. They 
disobeyed God's direct command to simply 
speak to the rock. All of Israel have spent 
forty years in the desert learning to live "by 
every word that comes from the mouth of 
the Lord" (Deuteronomy 8:3). This is what 
Moses and Aaron failed to do because they 
were blinded by their anger.

20:13 Moses and Aaron failed to honour God 
as holy so God shows himself to be holy 
by punishing Moses and Aaron – they will 
not enter the Promised Land. Aaron dies 
(Numbers 20:23-28).

As we read this story, we feel like God is too harsh 
and a little extreme. After all, Moses has been an 
amazing leader – remember Weeks 2, 3 and 5?
We should be impressed by Moses' leadership. The 
transfiguration	(Mark	9:4),	reminds	us	that	he	is	in	
heaven today with Jesus. However, the fact that 
Moses is punished shows us how important it is to 
trust God's every word. It seems really unfair to us 
because we do not understand how wonderful God's 
word is.
Even Moses, one of God's greatest leaders, did not 
always trust God's word. Jesus is better than Moses 
because he never sinned in this way.

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Review
Review the previous lesson. Remind 
the children that God had given Aaron a 

special task, but some of the Israelites thought that 
they didn't need him.
Can the children remember the answers to the 
following questions:
•	 How did God show that Aaron was the one he 

had chosen? 
[Aaron's staff budded (Numbers 17:8)]

•	 What happened to those who rejected Aaron? 
[They were swallowed by a hole in the ground 
(Numbers 16:32)]

Introductory Idea
Option 1: For younger children – play 
any game that requires listening to 

instructions and obeying them. You could play 'Simon 
says'. To play, the leader calls out instructions one at 
a time. For example, "Touch your nose", "Jump up 
and down", "Sit down", "Stand up" etc. The children 
should only obey the instruction if it starts with the 
words, "Simon says". Otherwise they should continue 
with the previous action. Children who respond 
incorrectly are out of the game. This is only an 
introductory activity so try to get all the children out 
as quickly as possible.
In today's true story from the Bible someone didn't 
listen carefully to God's instructions so they were 
out! [Use the Bridge Questions below to create a 
link with the lesson]
Option 2: The Great Made-Up Bake Off – Dress 
up in an apron and chef's hat. Explain that you are 
a	famous	chef	who	is	about	to	make	a	very	difficult	
recipe that needs to be precisely followed. You need 
the children's help to make it.
Place	a	simple	recipe	on	a	flip	chart.	On	a	table,	place	
the utensils and ingredients to make the recipe, some 
of which are not quite right, e.g. a plate instead of a 
mixing bowl, a whole onion instead of a peeled and 
chopped one. The children call out the ingredients 
and you follow their instructions, getting some of 
them wrong by not quite using the exact quantities 
etc.	Show	the	children	the	final	result.	Why	hasn't	the	
recipe worked? What went wrong? 
Or you could simply show the children two homemade 
foods – one where you followed the recipe exactly 
and one where you made a small (but important), 
mistake. For instance, you could make two loaves 
of bread, one with and one without yeast. Can the 
children guess which one you made by obeying 
the instructions exactly? [Use the Bridge Questions 
below to create a link with the lesson]

Teaching Plan
There are two moments of drama in this 
story:

Firstly, when the people get thirsty they complain 
and even wish they were dead! They have forgotten 
that God has always given them what they need. 
They have forgotten that they are very nearly at the 
Promised Land. They don't trust God's good plan 
for them.
Secondly, Moses disobeys God's word by not doing 
what he was told to do.
When we teach this story to the children, we want 
to cover both moments of drama. However, it is the 
second moment, Moses' sin, that is the focus of this 
lesson. Consider how you can bring excitement, 
tension and action to this second moment.
Remember	that	it	is	alright	to	say	when	we	find	a	Bible	
passage hard to understand. We must remember that 
the fault lies with us, not the Bible. The Bible is telling 
us about God; it's just that we don't understand God 
as	we	should	and	so	find	it	confusing.
It's alright to say that it seems harsh or unfair, the 
way God has treated Moses. You can then explain 

Option 3: For older children – Moses: the Highlights. 
The children could be reminded of Moses' role and 
the highlights of his life. Perhaps give pairs or small 
groups scenes from Moses life with which to recreate 
a mini drama or freeze frame. These scenes might 
include:
•	  Confronting Pharaoh and threatening plagues.
•	  Raising his staff to cross the Red Sea.
•	  Meeting God himself on Mount Sinai.
•	  Going into the Most Holy Place to meet God.
•	  Crying out to God to have mercy on the people.
•	 	Standing	firm	against	the	rebels	who	wanted	to	

take Aaron's place.
Tell the children that despite all these great things 
Moses had done, he was not perfect. In today's 
true story from the Bible, they will discover one 
important thing that Moses got wrong. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
•	 Who did not listen carefully to God's 

instructions? 
[Moses and Aaron (Numbers 20:12)]

•	 What did they do instead? 
[Moses didn't speak to the rock, but hit 
it with his staff. They dishonoured God 
(Numbers 20:11-12)]

•	 How were they punished? 
[They were not allowed to enter the Promised 
Land (Numbers 20:12)]
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that	we	find	it	strange	because	we	don't	understand	
how amazing God's word is. Often it's the surprises 
and	the	difficulties	in	the	Bible	that	teach	us	the	most.
For younger children – perhaps build a simple set 
that has two halves to it. Or divide the room in two. 
One side can be the desert – with sand or yellow 
cloth and rocks. The other side can represent the 
Promised Land with fruit and water and greenery. 
This helps the children to see the foolishness of not 
trusting God when the Promised Land is so close.
For this story, it would be great to have something to 
act as the rock that Moses strikes – a cardboard box 
or a suitable object covered in brown/grey material. 
Moses needs to have a staff.
Bring the rock to life by having the spout of a bottle 
of diet cola or lemonade poking out of the rock – diet 
drinks without sugar make clean up easier!
When you add a handful of Mentos or other similar 
sugary sweets to the bottle the liquid should gush 
out. This even works with regular carbonated water 
but you must try this out before the lesson because 
it should be a moment of huge drama, not a failed 
science experiment!
A less elaborate option would be to use an action 
figure	to	represent	Moses	and	a	lump	of	brown	play-
doh to be the rock. The play-doh can be placed on 
a tray around a length of pipe (or a 'bendy' straw), 
attached to a syringe of water. Squirt the water out 
after the action man hits the rock twice with a stick.
The children could be the Israelites and you can tell 
them what to say. They should be able to use their 
best nagging voices!
To prompt them with what they should be complaining 
about,	make	 a	 small	 flipchart	 using	A4	 sheets	 of	
paper on which speech bubbles have been drawn. 
Each complaint of the Israelites can be written (or 
drawn), in the speech bubbles. How many different 
complaints	can	you	find?
Place these in the correct order, hole-punch them and 
bind them together with string or place them in a ring 
binder.	As	you	tell	the	story,	flip	the	complaints	over,	
tell the children what the complaint was (maybe older 
children can guess), and get them to shout each out.
Throughout the story, you can ask the children 
questions to help them engage with the action. 
Examples might be:
•	 What should they have said to Moses?
•	 What was their mistake?
•	 What do you think Moses is about do?
•	 Can you remember what God said Moses had 

to do?
You could mark the divide between the desert and 
the Promised Land as a sin barrier. This may help 
you to explain that it is sin that keeps stopping the 
people from entering the Promised Land.
You could explain how Jesus removes that barrier 

for us so that we can enter heaven – the better 
Promised Land!
For older children – it is not a long passage, but it 
may be too long to read out from the Bible. You know 
your children best.
You could quickly run through the story using a simple 
melodrama. Assign parts to different children who act 
out the story as you read it.
Then engage in a simple Bible study, but be careful 
not to lose the thrill of the drama!
Briefly	list	all	the	people's	complaints	on	a	sheet	of	
paper.
•	 Have any of these been made before?
•	 What were they not trusting God to provide?

Perhaps you could remind the children of the 
Israelites' past mistakes; of God's past kindness; and 
of their future in the Promised Land.
•	 Which of these should have changed the way the 

Israelites' spoke to Moses and Aaron?
•	 Was Moses right to be angry (frustrated), with 

the people?
Spend the bulk of your time on this next section. Write 
God's simple instruction to Moses and Aaron ("Take 
the staff and speak to the rock"), on another sheet 
of	paper.	Place	this	next	to	the	first	one.
•	 What did Moses actually do?
•	 What were Moses and Aaron not trusting God 

to do?
•	 In what way is the sin of Moses and Aaron similar 

to that of the people?
•	 How does God's punishment show his holiness?

Game Idea
Option 1: For younger children – Water 
out of the rock. One child plays the part 

of the rock. This child stands at one end of the room 
with a small, plastic jug of water. Every other child 
needs a paper or plastic cup.
If space is limited, the children can form a circle 
around the 'rock'. When the rock is not facing them, 
one child at a time can say, "Water, please". The rock 
has to guess who asked and turn to give that child a 
little water which they can drink.
Tell the rock whether or not they gave the water to 
the right person – nothing changes either way. The 
children could try using strange or funny voices to 
try to fool the rock. If a child wants to, they can try 
to tap the rock on the head lightly, without being 
noticed. The rock has to guess who did it. If the rock 
guesses correctly, that person is out (perhaps they 
just sit down where they are).
If you have more space, the children can start at the 
other end of the room and play as with 'Grandma's 
footsteps'. The children have to creep towards 
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Discuss and Apply
This lesson clearly teaches that no-one 
is beyond failing to trust and obey God 

completely – not even a spiritual giant like Moses who 
knew God better than anyone except Jesus.
We have already seen in this series that Jesus is 
better than Moses in a number of areas and that is 
also true in terms of Jesus' obedience – even to the 
point of death (Philippians 2:8).
The issue for Moses (and Aaron), was not a lack of 
perfect obedience, but a lack of trust which led to 
disobedience.
One difficulty with this lesson is the confusion 
between legalism and dependant trust. Legalism is 
when we try to be good enough for God by always 
obeying him in every detail of our lives – this leads 
to guilt and religion.
The goal of this lesson is not to get children to 
worry about knowing and obeying every command 
of the Bible. Faithful dependance is when we trust 
God, relying on his word and with his help to live in 
obedience.
For younger children – we are trying to show that 
God's word is precious and a delight to obey.
•	 Do the children understand the mistake Moses 

made? Would he have made that mistake if he 
wasn't so angry?

•	 Do the children ever get so angry that they do and 
say things that they know to be wrong? Does that 
make things better or worse?

•	 Can the children see that obeying God's word 
and doing the right thing is always the best thing 
to do? Explain that we need God's help to obey 
him, especially when we are angry or upset about 
something.

Think of a scenario with which the children in your 
group can identify that illustrates this concept. 
Perhaps someone is teasing you and they have hurt 
your feelings. You are angry and want to hurt them 
back, but you know that is wrong. What could you 
pray? What could you ask God to help you do? Jesus 
always obeyed and loved God's word.
For older children:
•	 Can they explain Moses' mistake?
•	 Can they describe the consequences of his 

mistake?
•	 Do they think God was unfair or harsh in not 

allowing Moses to enter the Promised Land?
You could remind the children that God is always fair. 
Can they explain, then, why God took this mistake 
so seriously? What is it about God and his word that 

the rock while the rock faces away from them. 
Occasionally, the rock turns around to see if they can 
see anyone moving. The children have to freeze at 
this point. If any are caught moving, they have to go 
back to their starting point.
When the children get near to the rock they can say 
"Water, please", and are given some. They can tap 
the rock on the head if they get really close, but this 
is more risky as it is hard to do this without the rock 
catching you moving!
If they do manage to tap the rock on the head, they 
can also be given water. Once a player is given water, 
they go back to the starting point and try again. Moses 
was meant to speak to the rock, but instead he hit it 
with his staff. He had not obeyed God's instruction.
Option 2: For Older Children – Frustration leading 
to cheating. Play any game that would frustrate the 
children and cause them to cheat or disobey the 
rules of the game.
You could ask them move M&M's or Smarties from 
one container to another using only a straw. They will 
need to carefully place the straw on each sweet and 
suck to pick it up. To put pressure on the children, 
they could be required to transfer twenty smarties in 
half a minute or less.
Or you could ask them to do a relay from one small 
group to another and back again, rolling a tennis ball 
along the ground using only their head to control it. 
At no point may they touch it with anything other than 
their	head.	When	we	get	frustrated,	it	is	very	difficult	
to keep obeying the rules, especially if the ball starts 
running out of control.
Moses was very angry and so he stopped obeying 
God. There were consequences because God's word 
really matters.
Option 3: Ignoring the commands. Place a small 
cross	of	masking	tape	on	the	floor	–	this	marks	the	
starting point. Before the lesson, work out a series of 
commands that involves the children moving around. 
For example, "Take two steps forward. Turn to the 
back of the room. Step right. Jump on the spot." 
Choose your instructions carefully! They must be 
such that if the commands are followed correctly 
the children end up facing the right direction on the 
mark where they started, but complicated enough 
that few succeed.
For younger children – let them take turns following 
your instructions, starting at the cross. But give each 
child two or more instructions at a time. This is hard 
for younger children to do, which is the point of the 
exercise. Give more commands at one time if a child 
is	finding	the	exercise	too	easy.
For older children – write these instructions up on 
a	board	or	flip	chart	and	give	them	thirty	seconds	to	
memorise the list of commands. They then take it 
in turns to try following them blindfolded. The other 
children may shout out wrong instructions to confuse 
the child wearing the blindfold. It should become 
obvious who has succeeded and who has ignored 
some of the commands.

Moses wasn't given a lot of complicated instructions, 
but when he got angry he still ignored God's 
commands.
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Measure out about one teaspoon of sugar per child 
into the mixing bowl together with a very small 
amount of water and a drop or two of blue food 
colouring. Very little water is required to form a thick 
liquid (almost a paste). 
The children can each place one teaspoon of the 
blue sugar mixture on the top of the rock so that it 
runs down one side. The mixture hardens to form a 
hard, shiny crystalline layer.

For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 66), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 67), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]

Activity
For 3-7s choose either Activity A 
(pages 63 and 64), or Activity B 

(page 64).
Activity A – print page 63 (one copy for every 
two children), and page 64 (one copy for every 
six children), onto paper. Each child will also require 
one split pin paper fastener.
Before the lesson cut page 63 in half along the 
bold line to produce two craft sheets.
Rough cut page 64 along the bold lines to produce 
three pairs of circles. Fold these in half and then cut to 
produce two circles each. (Each child will only require 
one, but doing it this way halves the cutting required!)
Use a craft blade to cut away the marked area of the 
rock on page 63.
The children colour the picture. Encourage them to 
colour the part of the circle that is not water the same 
colour as the rock.
Help the children to secure the circle behind the 
picture with a split pin paper fastener as marked.
The children turn the circle to make the water gush 
from the rock.
Activity B – print page 65 onto card. You will need 
one copy for every two children. Each child will also 
require half a kebab stick with the sharp ends cut off 
and one 'egg cup' cut from the bottom of an egg box 
(preferably a shade of brown or grey).
Finally, you will need white granulated sugar; blue 
food colouring; a mixing bowl; a spoon; and a small 
amount of water.
Help the children to glue the inverted 'egg cup' in 
the middle of their page. They also attach the kebab 
stick 'staff' to the page with sticky tape.

Prayer Idea
Make a list of different scenarios that the 
children	might	find	difficult	 to	cope	with	

– they may be able to suggest a few of their own. 
These might be similar to the examples given in the 
Discuss and Apply section of older children.
Write these down or draw a simple picture for each. 
Remind the children that the Israelites faced many 
different problems, but needed to learn to trust God 
in each situation.
Go through each suggested scenario and ask the 
children what they would normally pray in that 
situation. How could these situations help them to 
trust Jesus more? Does this change what they might 
pray?
You could also use a stick to point to the different 
pieces of paper and as you do so, a child can 
volunteer to pray about that scenario in their own 
lives.

meant it was so serious that Moses didn't obey?
Can we think of something God says in his word that 
we want to skip over and ignore? For example, we 
must obey parents (even when we're sure they're 
wrong); we must love one another (even when we 
find	certain	people	really	annoying);	we	are	called	to	
be holy/different (when being different makes us feel 
weird and left out); and we forgive one another as 
Christ has forgiven us (even when we're still really 
angry about what was done to us).
Children	find	these	issues	very	hard,	particularly	as	
few others in our society have such a rigid moral 
code. Few others seem to say, "no" to ungodliness. 
Can you discuss with your children that these 
situations require us to trust God that his way is best, 
not just different?
You could also consider how Moses disobeyed when 
he was really angry and frustrated – we can all relate 
to that! We are at our weakest when we are out of 
control. What can we pray for ourselves in those 
situations?
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 6 
Activity A (1 of 2)

Instead of speaking to the rock 
as God had told him to do, 
Moses hit it twice!

Water came out of the rock, 
but Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land.

Numbers 20:1-13

Instead of speaking to the rock 
as God had told him to do, 
Moses hit it twice!

Water came out of the rock, 
but Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land.

Numbers 20:1-13
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 6 
Activity A (2 of 2)
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 6 
Activity B

Instead of speaking to the rock 
as God had told him to do, 
Moses hit it twice!

Instead of speaking to the rock 
as God had told him to do, 
Moses hit it twice!

Water came out of the rock, 
but Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land.

Numbers 20:1-13

Water came out of the rock, 
but Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land.

Numbers 20:1-13
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What 2 things did God do after Moses disobeyed?

1. He made w __ __ __ __ gush out of the r __ __ __ for the people (20:11)

2. He punished M __ __ __ __ and A __ __ __ __ because he is holy (20:12)

Moses Strikes Out
The true story can be found in Numbers 20:1-13

How many times had the Israelites 
already grumbled in the desert?

How do you think Moses felt? Why 
was he angry?

Can you remember some other times when the people rebelled? 
How did Moses act then? How did he react this time?

When do you find it hard to trust God? 
What could help you to follow him?

Do you think Jesus ever struggled to trust God? 
Who did he ask to help him?

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 6 
Activity C

Why did the people grumble against Moses? (20:2)
(Circle the correct answer below)

 No water No food No sleep

Why did God tell Moses to speak to a rock? (20:8)
(Tick the correct box)

He thought it would be funny

So the Israelites would listen

To give the people and their animals a drink
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Who did the people blame when they ran out of water? (20:2-4) _______________________

What did God tell Moses to do for the people? (20:8) _____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

What 2 things did God do when Moses disobeyed?

1. He made ______________ gush out of the ______________ for the people (20:11)

2. He punished ______________ and ______________ by not letting them ____________

_________________________________________ (20:12)

Why did God punish Moses and Aaron? (20:11, 13) ________________________________

________________________________________________

Moses Strikes Out
The true story can be found in Numbers 20:1-13

How many times had the 
Israelites already grumbled in 
the desert?

How do you think Moses would have 
felt? Why was he angry?

Can you remember some other times when the people rebelled? 
How did Moses act then? 
How did he react this time? (Read Psalm 106:32-33 to help!)

Are there times when you find it difficult to trust God's word?

Think of some of the trials Jesus faced. How did he respond when 
people hated him? How can his life encourage us to trust God? 
How can his death give us confidence when we fail?

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 6 
Activity D
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Aim : For the children to know that the only way for them to live forever 
is to trust in Jesus' death on the cross. Nothing more.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 7

Big Idea : When God's people were about to die because of their sin 
they had to look at the snake on the pole to be saved.

The Bronze Snake
Numbers 21:4-9

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

Week 4
•	 Twelve spies were sent to explore the 

Promised Land. The land and fruit were 
good, but ten of the spies feared the large 
people in the land and discouraged Israel 
from entering the land.

•	 This rebellion against God and lack of trust 
in his promises was punished by Israel being 
made to wander in the desert for forty years.

Week 5
•	 Israel rebelled against Moses and Aaron's 

leadership.
•	 God punished those who led the rebellion 
and	 confirmed	Aaron	as	 the	 chosen	priest	
by making his staff blossom.

Week 6
•	 Almost forty years had passed since they 
first	refused	to	enter	the	Promised	Land	and	
God's people were still complaining – this 
time about a lack of water.

•	 God told Moses to speak to a rock to provide 
water, but Moses disobeyed in his anger and 
struck the rock twice.

•	 God punished both Moses and Aaron by not 
allowing them to enter the Promised Land.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Numbers 21:4-9, noting how God 
provides a way of rescue for those 

who are being judged for their rebellion.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
21:4 As we saw last week (Week 6, Numbers 

20:1-13), the people of Israel are very nearly 
at the Promised Land. They have been 
wandering in the wilderness for almost forty 
years. The King of Edom would not let them 
pass through Edom (Numbers 20:14-21), so 
they had to take a long detour back towards 
the sea.

21:5 When the people said, "There is no food/
bread", they meant they wanted different 
food. God had given them manna every 
single day (Exodus 16:35), for more than 
forty years. It was a daily miracle of God's 
kindness, but now they thought it worthless. 

 What's more, the reason they had to eat 
the manna for forty years was because they 
had refused to enter the Promised Land 
(Week 4, Numbers 14:23. 32-34).

 After last week's story where the people 
complained about no water, there is 
more complaining here. They are always 
complaining! We are just the same.
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21:6 God judges them using desert snakes, 
which have venomous, burning bites – the 
original	language	reads,	"fiery	snakes".

21:7 The people admit their sin and ask Moses 
to pray for the Lord to rescue them. 
Forgiveness and rescue is only possible 
after repentance.

21:8-9 God responds very quickly to their 
repentance and tells Moses to make a 
bronze snake on a pole. Only God could 
save them; they had to look to what God 
provided in order to live. What a test of the 
people's trust in God! Would they trust that 
just by looking at the bronze 'killer' they 
would not die?

 Notice that the healing power was not in the 
snake itself, it was not a lucky charm and 
it had no power of it's own: God gave them 
healing.

Read John 3:14-16, noting how Jesus compares 
his death on the cross to the bronze snake.
3:14 The way the snake on the pole brought the 

Israelites rescue is the same way that Jesus 
on the cross brings us rescue. 

3:15 The consequence of looking to Jesus on the 
cross: all who look to (trust in), his death on 
the cross will not have to suffer the penalty 
of sin. Instead, they will have eternal life (life 
forever).

3:16 God loved this sinful, complaining, rebellious 
world so much that he made a way for us to 
avoid the death that our rebellion deserves.  
Jesus had to die so that anyone who looks 
to him can live forever.

There are at least five similarities in these two 
passages: 
•	 Death is the punishment for sin.
•	 God provides a way to avoid death. He is willing 

to give life when death is deserved.
•	 Something or someone is lifted up in public view. 
•	 Those who look in faith to the one who is lifted up 

will be saved. They do not have to do anything. No 
activity. No medicine. No ceremony. No promise. 
Just look. That is grace.

•	 The healing and the cure are instant. Nothing 
more is needed to be certain of safety.

Don't ignore the fact that this is the oddest medicine 
ever! The Israelites just had to look at a bronze snake 
on a pole – a reminder of their sin and the punishment 
they deserved – to be instantly and completely 
healed. In the same way, the cross reminds us of our 
sin as well as our rescue. We don't do anything to save 
ourselves. We just have to trust the rescuer God sends 
us. The moment we trust that Jesus hung on the cross 
to save us, we are instantly given new life forever!
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Introductory Idea
Option 1: Make-a-snake. Buy a few pairs 
of very inexpensive tights or stockings.

Before the lesson – cut the waist part off each pair 
of tights so that the legs can be used as 'snake skins'! 
Also get some old newspapers and string or wool. 
Have only one very different colour leg to represent 
the bronze snake.
Give each pair of children in your class one of the 
legs and some of the newspaper. The children have 
to	scrunch	up	the	newspaper	and	fill	the	leg	until	it's	
full. They then tie the open end with a piece of wool 
or string. You could glue on some 'googly eyes' and 
a forked tongue. You could use all of these snakes 
for the story and wrap the bronze one around a 
broom stick.
In today's true story from the Bible, the Israelites were 
surrounded by some deadly snakes. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]
Option 2: Deadly creatures. Highlight some of the 
deadliest	creatures	in	the	world.	Some	top	five's	that	
might be helpful are:
Lethal Weapons:
1. Praying Mantis
2. Grizzly Bear
3. Reticulated Python
4. Great Grey Owl
5. Venus Fly Trap
Most Toxic:
1. Poison Dart Frog
2. King Cobra
3. Giant Centipede
4. Paralysis Tick
5. Komodo Dragon
Fiercest:
1. Great White Shark
2. Saltwater Crocodile
3. Lion
4. Leopard Seal
5. Japanese Hornet

Review
Review the previous lesson. Can the 
children remember the answers to the 

following questions:
•	 Who did not listen carefully to God's 

instructions? 
[Moses and Aaron (Numbers 20:12)]

•	 What did they do instead? 
[Moses didn't speak to the rock, but hit 
it with his staff. They dishonoured God 
(Numbers 20:11-12)]

•	 How were they punished? 
[They were not allowed to enter the Promised 
Land (Numbers 20:12)]

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
For younger children – a fun way 
to tell the story is to use a 'quick fold 

storyboard'. The pictures for this are on pages 75 to 
80 and the instructions for using them are on page 
74. This method requires preparation in advance 
and needs to be well rehearsed to be effective.
The suggested explanation and questions given on 
page 74 are just to get you started. Which pictures 
need the most attention? Which questions can you 
ask that will draw every child into the story? Which 
pictures	will	the	children	find	most	intriguing?	How	
will you keep the aim central throughout?

You could get some pictures of a few of these and ask 
the children to guess which are the most dangerous, 
how they kill and whether they are dangerous to 
humans.
You	could	finish	by	giving	some	details	of	the	most	
dangerous snakes in the world. This will help set 
the atmosphere that some snakes really are as 
dangerous as this story explains. The rescue in 
this story was desperately urgent. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]
Option 3: "I'm safe because..." Leaders take it in 
turns to say how they are saved by God. If there 
are only a couple of leaders, they could change 
characters by putting on a different hat each time 
to show they are a different person. Suggested 
statements:
•	 I've got lots of money so I'm all right. God will 

save me.
•	 I pray three times a day so I'm all right. God will 

save me.
•	 I go to church twice on Sunday so I'm all right. 

God will save me.
•	 I'm a good person so I'm all right. God will save me.
•	 I read the Bible everyday so I'm all right. God will 

save me.
•	 I'm a very important person so I'm all right. God 

will save me.
After each statement, ask the children to say if they 
think it's right. In today's true story from the Bible, 
the Israelites were being bitten by deadly snakes 
and there was only one way for them to be rescued. 
[Use the Bridge Questions below to create a bridge 
into the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 Why were the deadly snakes biting the 

Israelites? 
[God was punishing them for speaking against 
him and Moses (Numbers 21:5-6)]

•	 What did they need to do to be saved? 
[Look to a bronze snake on a pole 
(Numbers 21:9)]

For older children – the story is brief enough to be 
read as part of the lesson. You may choose to let 
the children perform a dramatic reading or a brief 
melodrama. You could also use the pictures provided 
on pages 75 to 80, but not as a quick fold story.
Instead, use these pictures as milestones as you take 
the children through the drama of Numbers 21:4-9 
and then John 3:14-16.
This story needs no added novelties for it to hugely 
appeal to older children! Moaning adults, deadly 
snakes, a bizarre bronze sculpture and instant 
healing makes this story really intriguing. If you 
were to ask the children to act out this story without 
any direction from you there would be some chaotic 
scenes! You want to keep the lesson under control, 
but allow the children to enjoy the story. How awful 
if we removed the excitement and adventure from 
this Bible study!
This story can help the children to understand how 
Jesus rescued them on the cross. You could complete 
a table to compare and contrast these two rescues:

The Israelites 
Numbers 21:4-9

Us 
John 3:14-16

What have 
they done 
wrong?

They couldn't wait 
for the Promised 
Land
They spoke 
against God

Living against God
Living against 
others
Sin

What is 
the deadly 
danger?

Death from the 
snakes

What is the deadly 
danger we face 
because of our 
sin?
Death (away from 
Jesus forever)

What is lifted 
up?

A bronze snake on 
a pole

Jesus nailed to a 
cross

How can they 
be saved?

Look at the snake Believe in Jesus 
Christ.
How is this healing 
like the snake? Is 
it just as simple, or 
more complicated? 
Just as simple 
- look to/trust in 
Jesus' death

What else 
does a person 
need to do to 
be certain?

Any medicine to be 
taken afterwards? 
Any promise 
needed to be 
made to God? Any 
proof of future trust 
needed?
Nothing

Any promise 
needed to be 
made to God? Any 
proof of future trust 
needed? Certain 
rules that must be 
followed?
Nothing

How long did 
the cure take 
to work?

It sounds like it 
was instant. "…
looked at the 
bronze snake, he 
lived"

A life time? 
Until we get to 
heaven? Until we 
understand the 
whole Bible?
Instant! One look, 
one decision
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Discuss and Apply
This lesson teaches how simple it is to 
get rid of a very big problem – just by 

looking, death can be avoided. The staggering truth 
is that our far worse punishment can be avoided in 
the same way – by looking to Jesus and his death 
on the cross.
Already for children, the offer of rescue will have 
become complicated by church attendance, Bible 
reading, prayer, obedient lives and so on. This lesson 
is wonderful for returning children to this simple, but 
astonishing truth.
In this story there were others who were not saved. 
Some people died (21:6). Perhaps some people did 
not	believe	that	looking	at	the	bronze	snake	could	fix	
their problem. Perhaps they died through unbelief. 
We know that the simple offer of rescue is not taken 
up by all.
For younger children – can you help them to see 
their need to be saved?
It can be hard to get young children to agree that they 
are sinners who need to be saved. Children this age 
can often be self-righteous and reluctant to admit that 
they do, think, say and feel wrong things.
They will more readily see sin in others so start by 
reminding them of what the Israelites had done 
wrong and why they were punished. Use the picture 
on page 76.
Go on to talk about what other people do, think, say 
and feel that is also wrong. You could then ask if any 
of them have done, said, thought or felt any of those 
things. You may need to admit to being guilty of some 
of those things for them to understand that it's okay 
to acknowledge our wrongdoing. 
Then show them the picture of people being saved 
by looking at the bronze snake on page 79.
•	 How were the people saved? You could press the 

children on how simple it was.
•	 Did they have to make promises?
•	 Did God give them a different punishment 

afterwards?
•	 Was God still angry with them?

Finally, show them the picture of the cross on 
page 80 and show them how similar it is. You can 
decide what questions to ask to help them see the 
wonder of grace.

Game Idea
Option 1: For younger children – 
Bucket of snakes. Have a bucket of 

odd socks. Print multiple copies of page 81 onto 
paper so that you have a few more pictures than you 
have children in your group. You will only be using 
the 'bitten, dying' and 'near miss' pictures. Place 
one picture in each sock and place the socks in the 
bucket.
The children will each need to get a sock from the 
bucket. You could do this in a relay if you have the 
space or simply by passing the bucket around the 
circle.
When they each have a sock, they put their hand in 
to draw out the picture. Those with the 'near miss' 
picture are safe and remain seated. Those with the 
'bitten, dying' picture must lie down.
The leader then produces a doctor's bag which 
contains plasters, cream and a model snake on a 
stick. The leader goes to each 'dying' child and asks 
which medication they would like. If they choose 
anything other than to look at the snake, they are 
declared 'dead' and are out for the next round. 
Those who look to the snake are declared, 'safe' and 
participate in the next round.
Remind the children that the only thing that could 
save those who were bitten was to simply look at the 
bronze snake. Those who did not look, died.
Option 2: Snake tag. One or two children are 
snakes. They could be given a simple snake-crown or 
hat to mark them out. When they tag other children, 
those children must freeze. At intervals, a leader can 
reveal the snake on the pole. As soon as the frozen 
children look at the snake, they are free to move.
Option 3: For older children – Deadly snakes. 
Place the pictures from page 81 in a bucket. Print 
multiple copies of that page so that you have a few 
more pictures than children in your group. Fold these 
pictures up so the children won't be able to see the 
pictures until they have taken them from the bucket.
Place the bucket at one end of the room and have 
two teams at the other end. The children run in a relay 
to retrieve a picture each. Once they have a picture, 
they unfold it to discover what will happen to them:
•	 'near miss' – return to their group and the next 

child runs.
•	 'bitten, dead' – sit (or lie), to one side. They are 

out of the game. The next child from their team 
runs to the bucket.

•	 'bitten, dying' – they shout, "Ouch!" and have to 
run to a snake on a pole in another part of the 
room, preferably further away from their group. 
When the leader hears them shout, they begin 
counting down from three. If the child doesn't 
make it to the snake in time, they are out and the 
next child from their group runs. If they do make 

it in time they return to their group and the next 
child runs.

The game is over when all the pictures have been 
retrieved. The team with the most players still alive, 
wins.
Remind the children how simple it was for the 
Israelites to avoid death – they only needed to look 
to the snake. Those who did were saved; those who 
did not, died.
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Activity
For 3-7s print page 82 onto card. You 
will need one copy for every two children.

Before the lesson cut out the pieces for each child 
and use a paperclip to keep each set together.
You may choose not to cut out the coiled snake and 
tongue before the lesson. This will make it easier for 
the children to colour them in.
The children colour the various parts.
To assemble:
•	 glue the cross together as marked.
•	 glue the strip of paper with the writing on into a 

circle.
•	 glue the cross and pole to the circle as marked.
•	 cut along the coils of the snake and glue the 

tongue in place under the head.
•	 make a 1cm right-angled fold at the top of the pole 
and	glue	the	snake's	head	to	that	flap.

For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 83), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 84), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]

For older children –	after	briefly	recapping	the	key	
ideas in the story, you could discuss how simple the 
solution was that God offered. This is the crucial area 
to explore: God provided one way to be saved that 
was simple, but completely necessary.
Questions might include:
•	 Do you have any idea how serious snake bites 

are treated today? Why didn't God give them 
cures like those?

•	 Why do you think God made it so simple to be 
saved? The people had really messed up (again)! 
Didn't God want a promise of better behaviour 
to follow?

•	 There are many ways that Jesus' death is like 
the	bronze	snake.	Is	there	one	way	that	you	find	
especially amazing?

•	 God offers us rescue by looking at Jesus dying on 
a cross. How is that a strange rescue? 

•	 Is Christianity really this simple? If someone 
walked into our church would they think that it's 
more complicated? If someone asked you, would 
you say that it is more complicated?

If you wanted, you could explore how others respond 
to the offer of trusting Jesus' death on a cross.
•	 If it's so simple, why don't others look to Jesus' 

cross to be saved? Is it actually more complicated?
•	 What are some different reasons why others don't 

become Christians?
•	 How can we help? Do we need to explain it more 

simply? Or can we pray for them? Or do they have 
no idea what Christianity is?

For some who could be stretched further, you could 
discuss how the bronze snake and the cross both 
remind us of the sin and the punishment.
•	 Why did God put a snake on the pole? What would 

the snake remind them of?
•	 When we think about the cross, does it remind us 

of any of those things?

Prayer Idea
This lesson is a clear picture of the gospel 
and is therefore a great opportunity to 

invite	the	children	to	trust	in	Jesus	for	the	first	time	
(but be careful not pressure the children into making 
this decision).
Remind them all of the gospel message and how 
simple it is to be saved.
In their own hearts, the children can pray silently for 
one of two things: to thank God for sending Jesus 
to rescue them (if they are already Christians); or to 
ask God to save them and help them look to Jesus.
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story – Instructions (1 of 7)
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To tell the story:
•	 Start with only the picture of Moses showing [A] 

Remind the children that Moses was God's 
special, chosen leader.

•	 Open up to reveal the complaining woman [B] 
Tell the children why the people were grumbling 
to Moses. 
How might Moses have felt about this? 
How might God have felt about this? 
Explain that God punished the people by 
sending snakes among them.

•	 In one action, turn around and fold 'F' and 'E' 
back onto 'A' and 'B' to reveal the people being 
bitten by snakes [C & D]. The children must 
not see pictures 'E' and 'F' as you do this. This 
requires a little practice so try rehearsing in 
front of a mirror. 
Talk about the fact that the people were dying 
and how they asked Moses to pray for them.

•	 Fold the bronze snake [E] back over one side of 
people being bitten [C] 
Tell the children how the people could be kept 
from dying by looking to the bronze snake.

Quick Fold Instructions
Print the pictures on pages 75 to 80 onto card as follows:
•	 'A' and 'D' back to back.
•	 'B' and 'C' back to back.
•	 'E' and 'F' single-sided on two separate sheets of card.

Colour the pictures and use sticky tape to connect them together as follows:

•	 Finally fold the cross [F] over the other picture 
of people being bitten [D] 
Tell the children about how we can be saved 
from being punished for our sin by trusting 
Jesus' death on the cross.
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (2 of 7)

Quick Fold A



76
Copyright © 2013 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (3 of 7)

Quick Fold B
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (4 of 7)

Quick Fold C
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (5 of 7)

Quick Fold D
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (6 of 7)

Quick Fold E
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Quick Fold Story (7 of 7)

Quick Fold F
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Game Idea

Bitten
dying

Bitten
dead

Near 
miss

Bitten
dying

Bitten
dead

Near 
miss
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 7 
Activity - 3-7's 
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God shows us the only way 
for our sin to be forgiven.

John 3:14-15
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Activity C

How well did God's rescue plan work? Who was saved? (21:8)
(Circle the best answer)

 No-one Everyone who looked Everyone

The Bronze Snake
The true story can be found in Numbers 21:4-9

Do you think this was an easy solution?

Who did the Israelites have to trust 
for this to work?

In what ways are we like the Israelites?

How does God rescue us from our sin?

How is Jesus' death on the cross similar to the rescue in this 
story? How is it different? (Read John 3:14-15 to help!)

What did the Israelites need to be saved? (21:8)
(Tick the correct answer below)

God to take the snakes away

To look at a bronze snake on a pole

The right anti-venom (special medicine)

The people complained again because they were i __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (21:4)

What did God send to punish them? (21:6)
(Circle the correct animal below)
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 7 
Activity D

Why did the people start complaining again? (21:4) ____________________________________

Why did God send the poisonous snakes? (21:7) ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________

What did God tell Moses to make and did the Israelites have to do to live? (21:9) 
(Draw a picture in the space below of how this might have looked)

How effective was this solution? Who was saved? (21:8) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

The Bronze Snake
The true story can be found in Numbers 21:4-9

Do you think this was an easy solution?

Why do you think God didn't just take the snakes away?

Who did the Israelites have to trust?

In what ways are we like the Israelites?

How does God rescue us from our sin?

Read John 3:14-15. How is Jesus' death on the cross similar to 
the rescue in this story? In what ways is it different?
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Aim : For the children to know that God is fighting for them even when 
they can't see it happening. Nothing and no-one can stop 
Jesus' friends from getting to heaven.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 8

Big Idea : Unseen by God's people, their enemies try to stop them getting 
into the Promised Land, but God wins!

Balaam's Donkey
Numbers 22:1 – 23:12

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

Week 4
•	 Twelve spies were sent to explore the 

Promised Land. The land and fruit were 
good, but ten of the spies feared the large 
people in the land and discouraged Israel 
from entering the land.

•	 This rebellion against God and lack of trust 
in his promises was punished by Israel being 
made to wander in the desert for forty years.

Week 5
•	 Israel rebelled against Moses and Aaron's 

leadership.
•	 God punished those who led the rebellion 
and	 confirmed	Aaron	as	 the	 chosen	priest	
by making his staff blossom.

Week 6
•	 Almost forty years had passed since they 
first	refused	to	enter	the	Promised	Land	and	
God's people were still complaining – this 
time about a lack of water.

•	 God told Moses to speak to a rock to provide 
water, but Moses disobeyed in his anger and 
struck the rock twice.

•	 God punished both Moses and Aaron by not 
allowing them to enter the Promised Land.

Week 7
•	 The new generation of Israelites complained 

to Moses because they wanted other 
food and God punished them by sending 
venomous snakes amongst them.

•	 The people asked Moses to pray for them 
and God provided a way for them to be saved 
from death by telling them to look to a bronze 
snake whenever they were bitten.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Numbers 22:1–23:12, noting 
how God fights for his people when 

they are not even involved or aware of what is 
happening.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
The forty years in the desert are almost over and the 
new generation of Israelites are camped along the 
Jordan opposite Jericho.
They can see the Promised Land! Could anything 
possibly	stop	God's	people	from	finally	entering	the	
land he had promised to give them?
This passage deals with one of the last hurdles before 
they enter the land: the king of Moab.
22:2-3 The Israelites have just defeated the 

Amorites in battle and taken their land 
(21:34-35). They have also grown so 
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numerous that the people of Moab are 
terrified	that	their	land	and	people	will	be	
next.

22: 4-5 Balak, king of Moab decides to use 
spiritual tactics instead of military ones. 
He knows that he stands no chance if 
he	attempts	to	fight	the	Israelites	without	
first	 removing	 the	 Lord's	 blessing	 and	
protection (also 22:11).

22:7-14 The elders' first visit to Balaam is 
unsuccessful. Balaam appears to be a 
godly man who is trying to be obedient to 
the Lord. He is warned by the Lord that 
he is not to go and curse Israel because 
they are blessed. Balaam rejects the job 
offer.

22:15-17 The second group sent by Balak are 
more impressive and offer more money 
for Balaam's services.

22:18-19 Again, Balaam appears to want to obey 
the Lord. He asks the Lord for guidance.

22:20-22 The Lord says that Balaam should go, but 
then he is angry with Balaam for going! 
These verses are hard to understand if 
we believe that Balaam was a good man, 
but that's not the case. Other parts of 
the Bible are clear: Balaam was in fact 
a godless, wicked man. He was greedy 
for	financial	gain	(2	Peter	2:15-16).

 For God to be angry with Balaam, God 
must have seen that Balaam's heart and 
his desires were wicked.

22:23-35 God gave the donkey the ability to see 
an angel and speak! God's purpose 
is to show how Balaam is no prophet 
at all. This international 'god-expert' 
understands less than a donkey! In 22:30 
the donkey makes a perfectly good point. 
The donkey is wiser than Balaam!

 It is very clear that Balaam may be able 
to pass on God's messages, but he is still 
godless.

22:39-23:2	These	sacrifices	are	not	the	kind	that	God	
has ever asked for. These are godless 
men offering dead animals to a God that 
they do not know. They are treating God 
like Baal or any other false god.

23:7-10 The word that God gives Balaam to speak 
is	simply	to	reaffirm	three	important	truths	
about God's people:
•	 23:8 – they are not cursed by God 

(they are blessed cf. Genesis 28:14).
•	 23:9 – they have been set apart from 

the nations (as God's holy people cf. 
Exodus 19:5-6).

•	 23:10 – they will be a very large group 
of people (cf. Genesis 28:14)

Balaam continues to give God's messages of blessing 
– the opposite of what he was paid to do – until the 
end of chapter 24. In chapter 25 Moabite women 
arrive and encourage the Israelite men to worship a 
false	god.	In	Numbers	31:16	we	find	out	that	it	was	
Balaam who suggested that Moabite women go into 
the Israelite camp to lead the men into sin.
From these verses, as well as 2 Peter 2:15 and 
Jude 11, we know this about Balaam:
•	 He had the ability to speak to God and hear God's 

messages.
•	 He knew less about God than a donkey! The 

donkey could see more of God's purposes than 
he could.

•	 He was godless. He obeyed God's commands, 
but did not seek to please God. His chief goal was 
to serve himself, not God.

Throughout this passage, Balaam has been trying to 
use	God	for	his	own	financial	gain.	In	the	end	it	is	God	
who used Balaam to achieve his own purposes – the 
blessing of his people.
The lesson is clear: God's blessing and his promise 
to deliver his people to the Promised Land cannot be 
stopped.	God	fights	 for	his	people	and	wins,	even	
when they don't know its happening!
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Introductory Idea
Option 1: Creatures in the Bible. 
Prepare a series of pictures of creatures 

and also a corresponding series of pictures to 
represent what they did (or were associated with), 
in the Bible.
[The images on pages 92-94 can be printed 
out and enlarged if you decide to use the examples 
below]
The children need to match the animals with what 
they did (or the associated picture). Perhaps place 
the animals on one side and the other pictures in a 
random order on the other side of a board or wall.
Some of these might include:
Fish (Picture of a coin) with the words, 

'Brought it to Jesus' [Matthew 17:24-27]
Big	fish	 (Picture	of	a	life	ring)	with	the	words,	

'Saved a man's life' [Jonah 1:17]
Worm (Picture of a dead tree/plant) with 

the words, 'Killed a plant by eating it' 
[Jonah 4:7]

Worm	 (Picture	of	a	crown	and	a	coffin)	with	the	
words, 'Ate a king' [Acts 12:23]

Donkey Question mark with the words, 'Today's 
story!'

Donkey (Picture of a saddle) with the words, 
'First ridden by a king' [Mark 11:2, 7]

Quail (Picture of a plate, knife and fork) 
with the words, 'Flew to be dinner!' 
[Exodus 16:13]

Raven (Picture of a parcel) with the words, 
'Delivered bread and meat to a hungry 
man' [1 Kings 17:6]

Snake (Picture of an unwell person) with 
the words, 'Sent to bite people' 
[Numbers 21:6]

For very young children – instead of getting them 
to match pictures, you could simply play a range of 
animal sounds and ask them to identify each animal. 
End with the sound of a donkey.

Review
Review the previous lesson. Can the 
children remember the answers to the 

following questions:
•	 Why were the deadly snakes biting the 

Israelites? 
[God was punishing them for speaking against 
him and Moses (Numbers 21:5-6)]

•	 What did they need to do to be saved? 
[Look to a bronze snake on a pole 
(Numbers 21:9)]

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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some upturned bowls or cups to represent their 
tents.

•	 Three overturned mixing bowls covered with a 
brown cloth for the hills overlooking the Israelites.

•	 You	could	use	Lego	figures	or	Jelly	Babies	to	be	
Balaam and Balak.

•	 A signpost for 'Pethor' pointing away from the 
camp

At the start of the story, the Israelites are camped in 
Moab, part of Balak's kingdom. Balaam is at Pethor, 
which is about a twenty day journey away. Just over 
the river, within sight, is the Promised Land.
Balak asks Balaam to curse Israel from three different 
locations overlooking the Israelite camp – 22:41 
(Bamoth Baal), 23:13-14 (Zophim, top of Pisgah) 
and 23:27-28 (top of Peor). Although we have only 
covered	 the	first	 'hill	 top	curse'	 in	 this	 lesson,	you	
could show that a similar thing happened on the 
other two hill tops.
There are two main moments of drama that show 
how God was ruling over Balak and Balaam's efforts 
to stop God's people:
1. The speaking donkey
2. Balaam blessing instead of cursing
For younger children – these two moments could 
be dramatised as follows:
1. The speaking Donkey: You could have a child 

represent Balaam. They could sit on the back of 
an adult (who is the donkey)! Explain that Balaam 
could hear God's message, but he did not want 
God to be his king. You could give Balaam a hat 
or a crown saying, "I'm the boss" or "Big Bad 
Balaam". You could even blindfold him to show 
how he could not see the truth about God and 
his goodness.
Balaam and the donkey set off. An angel could 
jump out in front of the donkey (try to dress up 
the angel to be intimidating rather than sweet and 
gentle – like a soldier rather than a fairy)! Balaam 
can then hit the donkey.
You can decide how much of this part of the story 
to tell. When Balaam is eventually allowed to see 
and hear the angel, remove the blindfold while 
explaining that God showed him the angel.

Today's true story from the Bible includes a very 
special donkey. [Use the Bridge Questions to help 
the children focus on the lesson]
Option 2: Unstoppable! Can the children think of 
some things that are unstoppable? What are some 
things that no person or group of people can stop?
Older children could then act out what that unstoppable 
force does and the rest of the group can guess what 
it is. Examples might include: typhoons, tidal waves, 
tanks, bullets, arrows or torpedoes.
Today's true story from the Bible is about something 
that could not be stopped. [Use the Bridge Questions 
to help the children focus on the lesson]
Option 3: Who would win in a fight? Give the 
children pairs of people or animals. Who do they think 
would	win	in	a	fight	between	these	two?	Examples	
might include:
•	 T-Rex and diplodocus
•	 Crocodile and a great white shark
•	 Batman and Spiderman
•	 Mongoose and snake
•	 Rhino and elephant
•	 Any others you can think of?

Today's true story from the Bible is about someone 
who	tried	to	win	an	impossible	fight.	[Use	the	Bridge	
Questions to help the children focus on the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 Who wanted to harm God's people? 

[Balak, he was afraid of God's people 
(Numbers 22:4-6]

•	 Who did he use? 
[Balaam, he was sent to curse God's people 
(Numbers 22:4-6)]

•	 How did God stop them? 
[A talking donkey (Numbers 22:30-31)]

Teaching Plan
It is helpful for the children to understand 
the geography of this story. They need to 

see how Balak and Balaam are separate from God's 
people who were at the edge of the Promised Land. 
For all ages, it would be helpful to create the simple 
landscape	shown	below	on	 the	floor	or	on	a	 table	
using the following:
•	 A blue sheet or towel to represent the River Jordan.
•	 A green sheet with some fruit, chocolate, sweets 

and other 'good things' on it to represent the 
Promised Land.

•	 God's people can be shown using Jelly Babies 
scattered	 over	 the	 valley	 floor.	You	 could	 add	
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The angel's message must be clear (22:32) – God 
has sent the angel to stop Balaam from doing the 
wrong thing against God's people.

2. Blessing not curse: Balaam and Balak stand 
on top of the mountain overlooking the Israelites. 
You	 could	 find	 some	 'rotten	 food'	 to	 represent	
the curses that Balak wants to throw over the 
Israelites. Show the money that Balak wants to 
pay Balaam.
God refuses to be anything but kind to his people. 
To show this you could put an umbrella up over 
the Israelites. God's people just carry on their 
lives under the umbrella not realising that Balak's 
curses are bouncing off the umbrella. Nothing 
and no-one can stop God's promises from being 
carried out.
Explain the first hill top curse in more detail 
and simply refer to the other two by moving the 
characters to each. Balak tried three different 
places. He thought the that moving to a different 
place would make the curses work.
Throughout this story, the following chant might 
help to reinforce the 'Big Idea' of the passage:
Big Bad Balak, 
A big bad King 
Who didn't want 
God's people in.
Big Bad Balaam, 
God spoke to him, 
But he loved doing 
His own thing.
Our Great Big God, 
the real King. 
He cares for us 
And always wins.

For older children – since this story is mostly 
dialogue there is a danger that the 'Big Idea' will be 
lost amidst too many words. For this reason, a drama, 
similar to the one described above for younger 
children, will help to keep them engaged. The details 
will need to be changed to suit your group.
If you want to open Bibles with your children, the 
obvious verses to look at are:
•	 The angel's speech, 22:32-33
•	 Balaam's	first	message,	23:7-10
•	 Balaam's second message 23:19-22

One or two of these would allow the children to 
understand the 'Big Idea' of this story from the pages 
of the Bible.
These verses are not simple and you may want to 
investigate other Bible translations that make them 
easier to understand.

Game Idea
Option 1: Survival challenge. Give the 
children	difficult	challenges	to	complete.	

These might include:
•	 Standing crouched with their backs against a wall 

and their knees at right angles. Can they remain 
like that for a whole minute?

•	 Hold an ice block for as long as they can in a 
clenched	fist.	Or	plunge	their	hand	into	a	bucket	
of ice blocks.

•	 Holding their arms out horizontally, place heavy 
objects in their hands. Can they hold them out for 
a minute before their arms sag?

•	 Place their hand into a container of 'worms' 
(maybe use cold cooked spaghetti), or other 
unpleasant things. It is made harder if the children 
cannot see what is inside the container.

Explain to the children how there are many challenges 
and tasks that we cannot complete. In today's story 
God's people didn't even know they had a challenge! 
They could never have done it. They needed God to 
help them survive.
Option 2: Curse to blessing. Split your group 
into teams. You want one larger team to be 'God's 
people' (Team GP), and another smaller team to be 
'the enemy' (Team TE). Finally, you need a leader or 
child to play the part of 'God'.
Give Team GP a simple task to do, such as building 
a tower out of building blocks or collecting up items 
from the play area or transferring dried pasta from a 
starting pot to a collecting pot. This game is played 
in two parts.
In	the	first	part,	Team	TE	are	going	to	disrupt	Team	
GP's progress. They can do this by destroying their 
effort (e.g. knocking over the tower or removing pasta 
pieces from the collecting pot), or making the situation 
worse (e.g. adding new items to be collected).
In the second part of the game, 'God' intervenes 
to give Team TE new instructions. Team TE must 
now help Team GP, or just not interfere or destroy 
anything. For example, Team TE could provide extra 
building blocks to build a bigger tower; or they could 
help collect the items; or they could help transfer the 
pasta pieces. If you are nervous that Team TE won't 
help in this way, but prefer to interfere (as most boys 
would), you could offer a suitable reward to Team TE 
for those who positively contribute.
Explain how this game shows what happened in 
the story. God made sure that the enemy could not 
hurt his people or stop them from achieving their 
goal. Balak wanted to curse, destroy and hurt God's 
people. God made sure that his people were blessed, 
helped and encouraged.
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Discuss and Apply
One of the key aspects of this story is the 
idea that Israel had no idea that the Lord 

was	fighting	for	them	–	they	were	nowhere	near	the	
action. They were camped just the other side of the 
River Jordan, overlooking the Promised Land, while 
Balaam was trying to curse them from a distance.
It	is	amazing	to	think	that	God	is	fighting	for	his	people	
not only in the things we can see, but even when we 
don't know we're in danger!
Romans 8:37-39 reminds us that there is nothing in 
the universe that can separate us from the love of 

God. Nothing! That is an awesome thought. Jesus 
will make sure, with complete certainty, that we are 
not left on our own. We are safe always, no matter 
what or who is against us.
For younger children – it is enough for younger 
children to understand the truth of this story. Can 
they understand what Balak was trying to do to God's 
people? Can they remember why he failed? Who 
made sure that God's people were kept safe? Who 
was going to make sure they got to the Promised 
Land?
If the children understand what happened in this 
story, they can be reassured that they are equally 
safe. Nothing can stop God loving them, ruling over 
them or taking them to heaven forever.
They do not need to be told that evil exists and is 
fighting	 them.	They	 do	 not	 need	 to	 know	who	or	
what	is	fighting	against	them	today.	They	only	need	
to be told that God can be trusted to care for them 
every day.
For older children – they have probably already 
seen that there are people and situations which seem 
to get in the way of them loving Jesus completely.
Start by asking questions to remind them of the 'Big 
Idea' of the passage. Then you can discuss with them 
who	or	what	is	fighting	to	stop	them	trusting	Jesus.	
You do not want to undermine their faith. You do not 
want to exaggerate the strength of the enemy. You 
want to point them to the complete victory over evil 
that Jesus won on the cross. There is no need to be 
afraid – friends of Jesus are safe.
•	 How might a child experience opposition to their 

faith and their 'journey' to heaven?
•	 Are there people who make them wonder if Jesus 

is real and can be trusted?
•	 Are	there	difficulties	the	children	have	seen	that	

make them wonder if Jesus is good and in control 
of their lives?

In your preparation you should consider what this 
might look like for your children. Start with answers 
to these questions in your own life, then move to the 
children's lives.
Finally, you want to reassure the children of this truth: 
nothing and no-one can stop Jesus' Church from 
getting to heaven. And, just as in this story, we must 
not think that because we cannot see these battles 
they are not happening around us. We are being 
protected. We are on the winning side. How does 
that help us to live differently?

Option 3: You can't see it! Play a game where 
children are given help without them being able to 
see where the help comes from. You could blindfold a 
few children and give them a simple task to perform. 
Other un-blindfolded children could come and help 
them complete the task. If this is done in silence it 
will be even more effective. Alternatively, those doing 
the	task	could	leave	the	room	and	return	to	find	their	
task completed.
Explain how God is working to help us in ways that 
we cannot even see. Remind the children that God 
helped the Israelites without them even knowing 
about it. He is doing the same for us today.
Option 4: Defence shield.	Have	a	'snowball	fight'	
with scrunched up newspaper. Divide the room down 
the middle using two parallel lines of masking tape 
about 1 meter apart. The area between the lines is 
'no man's land' – neither team may enter. This helps 
to prevent injuries.
Divide the group into two teams – one on each side 
of 'no man's land'. Provide each team with a few 
newspapers which they must tear up and scrunch into 
balls. The object of the game is to keep the balls of 
newspaper away from your team's side of the room 
by throwing them across to the other team's side.
After a suitable period of play stop the game and 
get the children to count up the number of balls on 
their side. The winning team is the one with the least 
number of balls.
Then play the game again, but this time give the team 
that lost the previous round a couple of bed sheets 
which they can hold up to create a shield for their 
team. This is best done in pairs while the rest of the 
their team members continue throwing the balls that 
do get through back to the other side. Leaders could 
also hold the sheets.
Stop the game after a suitable time and determine the 
winning time. It ought to be the one with the sheets.
Explain how God protected his people from Balak's 
bad plans. Only God's kindness fell on his people. If 
the team with the sheet lost then use the opportunity 
to speak about the fact that God's shield of protection 
did not fail.
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Activity
For 3-7s choose either Activity A 
(page 95), or Activity B (page 96).

Activity A – print page 95 onto paper for each 
child. The children colour the picture and fold the 
angel inwards in order to hide him from Balaam. You 
can provide glitter for the angel and a cocktail stick 
with the sharp ends cut off to attach for Balaam's 
stick.
Activity B – print page 96 onto paper for each 
child.
Before the lesson cut the strip with the ears away 
from the main sheet. Fold as marked and line them 
up against the light so that you can save time by 
cutting out both ears together.
To save time in class, make the two vertical folds 
on the main page. Glue the shaded strip on the left 
side and secure it to the back of the right edge of the 
page.	This	will	produce	a	long	tube.	Keep	it	folded	flat.
The children colour the donkey and the ears.
Help	them	to	fan	fold	to	flat	tube	as	marked	and	use	
glue on the glue circles only.
Glue the ears in place in the pocket immediately 
behind the face.
The children put a thumb in the bottom pocket (jaw), 
and	four	fingers	in	the	top	pocket	to	make	the	donkey	
speak.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]

Prayer Idea
Can the children think of times when 
people or things in their lives make it hard 

to follow Jesus? Write some of these ideas on a large 
sheet of paper or on a board.
What could the children ask God for in each of these 
situations? What could they pray to thank God for?
Remind them that in all of these cases we can trust 
God	to	look	after	us	because	he	is	fighting	for	us	and	
loves to bless his people. Spend some time praying 
for these things as a group.

For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 97), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 98), onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 8 
Intro Idea (1 of 3)

Brought it to Jesus

Saved a man's life

Killed a plant by eating it
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 8 
Intro Idea (2 of 3)

?
Today's story

First ridden by a king

Ate a king
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Sent to bite people

Delivered bread and meat 
to a hungry man

Flew to be dinner!

Journey to the Promised Land - Week 8 
Intro Idea (3 of 3)
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 8 
Activity A 
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 8 
Activity B 

God blessed his 
people when 
Balaam was 
paid to curse 

them.
Numbers 22-24
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 8 
Activity C

Who wanted to stop God's people entering the Promised Land? (22:4)

B __ __ __ __ , King of M __ __ __

Why was he so afraid of the Israelites? (22:2-3)
(Circle the two correct answers)

 There were lots of them They had strong animals

 They were giant They had defeated the Amorites

Who did he ask to help him? (22:5-6) B __ __ __ __ __

Who rescued God's people from Balaam and Balak's plan? (23:5, 12)
(Join the dots to find out!)

Balaam's Donkey
The true story can be found in Numbers 22:1-23:12

How do you think the Israelites felt now 
they were nearly at the Promised Land?

How would they have felt if they'd known 
these people were trying to stop them?

Who was in control in this story? How do you know this?

How sure are you that you will one day reach heaven?

Who (or what), are you trusting to get you there?
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 8 
Activity D

Who wanted to stop God's people entering the Promised Land? (22:4)

__ __ __ __ __ , King of __ __ __ __

Why was he so afraid of the Israelites?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ (22:2)

2. ______________________________________________________________ (22:3)

Who did he ask to help him? (22:5-6) __ __ __ __ __ __

What happened when these enemies tried to curse God's people? (23:5, 11-12)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Balaam's Donkey
The true story can be found in Numbers 22:1-23:12

How do you think the Israelites felt now 
they were at the edge of the Promised Land?

How would they have felt if they'd known 
these people were trying to stop them?

Who was in control throughout this story? 
How do you know?

Are there people or things that sometimes pull 
you away from following Jesus?

How confident are you that you will one day 
reach heaven?

Who (or what), are you trusting to get you there?
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Aim : To understand that when we remember the Lord's kindness and 
rescue it helps us to obey his good commands for our lives.

Journey to the Promised Land – Week 9

Big Idea : As God's people enter the Promised Land, Moses warns them not to 
forget God's goodness to them as that will lead to disobedience.

Remember the Lord
Deuteronomy 8:1 – 9:3

The Story So Far
Week 1
•	 God gave Moses instructions to build a 

special tent which made it possible for sinful 
people to have God, in all his holiness, living 
among them.

•	 In a special place within this tent, a golden 
box (ark), was placed. It served as a throne 
and God was present there in a special way.

Week 2
•	 While Moses was meeting with God on Mount 

Sinai, Israel persuaded Aaron to make a 
golden calf to represent God.

•	 God, and Moses, were angered by this. 
Moses broke the stone tablets and God 
punished the people for their sin.

Week 3
•	 Because of their sin with the golden calf, 

God no longer wanted to go with them to the 
Promised Land.

•	 Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the 
Israelites and God agreed to go because of 
his relationship with Moses and the promises 
he had made to Abraham.

Week 4
•	 Twelve spies were sent to explore the 

Promised Land. The land and fruit were 
good, but ten of the spies feared the large 
people in the land and discouraged Israel 
from entering the land.

•	 This rebellion against God and lack of trust 
in his promises was punished by Israel being 
made to wander in the desert for forty years.

Week 5
•	 Israel rebelled against Moses and Aaron's 

leadership.
•	 God punished those who led the rebellion 
and	 confirmed	Aaron	as	 the	 chosen	priest	
by making his staff blossom.

Week 6
•	 Almost forty years had passed since they 
first	refused	to	enter	the	Promised	Land	and	
God's people were still complaining – this 
time about a lack of water.

•	 God told Moses to speak to a rock to provide 
water, but Moses disobeyed in his anger and 
struck the rock twice.

•	 God punished both Moses and Aaron by not 
allowing them to enter the Promised Land.

Week 7
•	 The new generation of Israelites complained 

to Moses because they wanted other 
food and God punished them by sending 
venomous snakes amongst them.

•	 The people asked Moses to pray for them 
and God provided a way for them to be saved 
from death by telling them to look to a bronze 
snake when they got bitten.

Week 8
•	 Balak, king of Moab, paid Balaam to curse 

Israel so that he could defeat them in battle 
and prevent them from entering the Promised 
Land.

•	 The Lord fought for his people by making 
Balaam speak only words of blessing over 
Israel.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Deuteronomy 8:1-9:3, noting 
how Moses reminds Israel of God's 

faithfulness and warns them to obey in response 
to God's grace.
Use the following notes to help you think about 
the passage in more detail.
Deuteronomy is essentially Moses' farewell speech. 
Because of his failure to honour God when he struck 
the rock instead of speaking to it he would not be 
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allowed to enter the land (Numbers 20:12). Before 
him stood a new generation of Israelites – all of whom 
were under twenty years old when Israel refused to 
enter	the	land	the	first	time	(Numbers	14:29).
The word 'Deuteronomy' literally means 'Second 
Law' and describes how Moses explained the 
Law the second time to this new generation. This 
was to prepare them to enter the Promised Land 
(Deuteronomy 1:1-3).
Moses gives a summary of the entire wilderness 
experience since Mount Sinai (Horeb), urging the 
Israelites to remember the Lord and all that he did 
to rescue them.
This reminder of God's grace also comes with a 
warning: they will only be able to stay in the land as 
long as they trust and obey the Lord – obedience will 
be the sign of ongoing trust. If they forget, they will fall 
into sin. And of course, we know from Israel's history 
that this is precisely what happened with the Exile.
8:1 Just like Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden, they could only stay in the place 
of blessing as long as they obeyed. 
Disobedience meant expulsion. Also 
8:19-20.

8:2-4 God did not want his people to just obey 
rules. God led his people through the 
wilderness for forty years to train their 
hearts. They had to learn to humbly depend 
on God's word – every word, every day.

8:5 The training and discipline they received 
was a sign of God's love for them. God only 
disciplines those he loves (Proverbs 3:12). 
Also 8:15-16.

8:6-9 Notice the "for" that links the two ideas. 
The Promised Land is good beyond their 
wildest dreams. They were tested and told 
to obey so that they could enjoy the land. 

 Obedience is therefore a response to God's 
grace, not the reason why he is giving the 
land to them.

8:10-17 The people are about to live in a land 
of plenty. There is a new danger there. 
During the hard times in the wilderness 
it	was	difficult	to	forget	the	Lord	because	
they needed him daily! Now they may be 
tempted to forget the Lord, believing that 
they are responsible for this great life. 
Forgetting the Lord's great kindness will 
lead to disobedience.

8:18 Instead of forgetting and being disobedient, 
they must remember the Lord, knowing that 
everything is a gift from him.

9:1-3 The previous generation were scared 
to enter the land because they felt like 
grasshoppers in comparison to the large 
people living there (Numbers 13:28, 33). 
The Lord warns them that the people are 

big, but he will give his people victory over 
them.

The link between remembrance and obedience in 
this passage is strong. This helps us understand 
that true Israelite worship was not mindless, religious 
rule-keeping. Instead, they were to look back to what 
God had done to rescue them and be motivated to 
live in obedience out of thoughtful gratitude to him.
The Christian life is much the same – we look to God's 
saving act in past (Jesus' death on the cross), as the 
motivation for living godly lives in the present. But for 
us, once we are in heaven (our Promised Land), we 
will never be thrown out!
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Introductory Idea
Option 1: Celebrate! Decorate the room 
so that when the children arrive they are 

excited. This story is a celebration. God's people are 
about to walk into the Promised Land and take it. God 
has done it! It's happening at last!
Perhaps put branches around the room and hang 
off them some of the fruit mentioned in 8:7-9. Put up 
fairy lights and balloons.
Can the children imagine the excitement God's 
people would have felt? What would they be most 
excited about? What, from their time in the desert, 
would they want to forget? What would they want to 
remember?
In today's true story from the Bible, Moses told Israel 
that they needed to remember something when 
they entered the Promised Land. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]
Option 2: Memory Game. Use the pictures from 
page 105 which represent aspects of the various 
stories covered in this series.
Print two copies and cut the pages into squares as 
marked. Lay all the pictures face-down in a square 
(the paper needs to be thick enough so the pictures 
don't show through). Number the rows and use letters 
to	define	the	columns.
Divide the group into teams. The teams take turns to 
choose two pictures by calling out the corresponding 
letter and number coordinates (younger children can 
simply point to two squares).
If they choose two matching pictures, those pictures 
are removed and given to the group. If the pictures 
do not match, they are turned back over and the other 
team has a turn.
A matching pair counts as one point. The group gets 
a bonus point if they can remember an aspect of the 
story the picture represents. Continue until all the 
pictures are matched.
In today's true story from the Bible, Moses told Israel 
that they needed to remember something when 
they entered the Promised Land. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]

Review
Review the previous lesson. Can the 
children remember the answers to the 

following questions:
•	 Who wanted to harm God's people? 

[Balak, he was afraid of God's people 
(Numbers 22:4-6]

•	 Who did he use? 
[Balaam, he was sent to curse God's people 
(Numbers 22:4-6)]

•	 How did God stop them? 
[A talking donkey (Numbers 22:30-31)]

Teaching Plan
The core of the session.
The action of the Bible text is told as a story 
for younger children and explained. Or the 
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study 
for older children.

Introductory Idea
Introduces this week's lesson.
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory 
Idea. This gives children something to look out 
for in the lesson and helps their concentration. 
These get answered later in the session.

Session Outline

Game Idea
Not essential.
Reinforces the lesson aim in a 
fun way and provides a way of 
displacing energy!

Review the questions posed 
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply
Not to be missed!
This is where the children can be quizzed on 
the content and meaning of the Bible story. 
Questions and discussion are needed to apply 
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives. 
They should do most of the talking.

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each 
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

Memory Verse
A fun way of remembering the key verse for 
the series.

Activity
An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For 
younger children, Activity A or B will be 
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D 
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the 
Discuss and Apply section – some children 
prefer a lively discussion to completing written 
answers.

Review
Review the previous lesson using the 
questions provided as well as any of the visual 
aids that were used for the previous lesson. 
This is helpful for children who may have 
missed that session.
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Teaching Plan
Start by showing how this speech is part 
of a story. Explain that Moses stood in 

front of the people just before they crossed into the 
Promised Land. You could draw a simple picture to 
show this or you could become the Moses character 
standing in front of the class.
The speech can be split into three sections. Have a 
simple visual for each section that can be displayed 
on a wall. Then at the end the children can see the 
whole message of the speech in these three visuals. 
Enlarged versions of the pictures below can be found 
on page 106.

1. Remember what God has done 
for us (8:3-5, 14-16)
Next to this visual you could put 
up the pictures from page 105 to 
show some of the stories we have 
seen in this series.

These stories are exactly the ones that Moses is 
talking about in these verses. You may decide to only 
use those stories that show best how God helped, 
tested and trained his people.
For younger children – Can they remember what 
happened in some of these stories? Can they 
remember what God did to help his people in each 
of these stories?

Option 3: For older children – Sorted. Divide the 
group	into	teams	of	three	to	five	children	per	team.	
Print a set of pictures from pages 105 for each team. 
Before the session, cut these pages into squares and 
place	them	in	an	envelope	for	each	team.	The	first	
team to place the pictures in the correct order wins.
The order should be: tabernacle, golden calf, Moses' 
prayer, spies, Aaron's staff, Moses striking the rock, 
the bronze snake and Balaam's donkey.
In today's true story from the Bible, Moses reminded 
the Israelites of everything God had done for 
them and what they needed to remember when 
they entered the Promised Land. [Use the Bridge 
Questions below to create a bridge into the lesson]
Bridge Questions:
The children must listen carefully to discover the 
answers to the following questions:
•	 What did Moses tell Israel to remember? 

[The Lord and all the good things he had done 
for them (Deuteronomy 8:2, 10)]

•	 What would remembering this help them to do? 
[Obey the Lord's commands 
(Deuteronomy 8:11)]

•	 Why was this important? 
[So they could stay in the land 
(Deuteronomy 8:1, 20)]

For older children – you could choose one of 
these sections to look at with the children. It would 
be encouraging for them to see that many of the 
stories Moses mentions, they now remember and 
understand.
You could use the pictures as you go through the 
stories to build up a visual list. You can mention that 
God tested and trained his people in other ways that 
Moses doesn't mention here. It's already a very long 
speech – he must have cut some bits out!

2. Remember what God will give us 
(8:7-9, 12-13, 9:1-3)
Here Moses shows what God is 
about to give the people as they 
go into the land.

This section is best discussed using real objects (or 
pictures of real things), because the Promised Land 
was a real place which was really wonderful.
In just the same way heaven will be a real place with 
real things – that is really exciting! The Promised 
Land and heaven must never be thought of as a 
mythical	 place	with	 fluffy	 clouds	 and	 fairy-looking	
angels with harps!
Moses makes it clear that there is a danger that the 
people will think they are responsible for getting 
themselves this amazing land (8:14). Mention this 
to the children.
For younger children	–	can	you	find	some	objects	
and pictures to show why the Promised Land was so 
amazing? It is worth remembering that the list Moses 
gave the people was designed to get adults excited 
(olive	oil,	iron,	copper,	big	flocks	and	fine	houses)!
So it would be good to imagine what the Promised 
Land would have offered children (wide open spaces, 
huge trees to climb, lakes and rivers to swim in, 
friendship and cake)! After forty years of wandering 
around the desert, the Israelite children must have 
been so excited. We want our children to share that 
excitement. Let your (and their), imagination run wild. 
Ask them what they would look forward to.
For older children – again, pick one of the lists and 
have a chat about the Promised Land. Just as with 
the younger children above, you can explain that 
most children don't get excited about mining copper, 
but the Israelites would have been.
Help them to identify why these lists would have been 
so exciting for the Israelites. If they were Israelite 
children, what would they be excited about?

3. Remember to obey God 
(8:1-2, 6, 10-11, 19-20)
This	 is	 the	final	command.	This	
is the purpose of the speech. Will 
the Israelites go into the land and 

forget God or will they remember him and obey him? 
Will they love God or worship other gods? Will they 
remember that if they want to enjoy the land best, 
they should obey God (8:1)? 
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Discuss and Apply
This lesson helpfully teaches that 
obedience to God is not simply religious 

duty or the means by which we inherit the wonderful 
gift of heaven. Instead, obedience is the obvious 
and natural response of gratitude for all that God 
has graciously done for us in the death of Jesus on 
the cross. Jesus' death and resurrection assure us 
of forgiveness and a relationship with God now and 
of the sure and certain hope of heaven in the future.
For younger children – help them to understand 
that when people are kind to us, it is right that we 
would want to please them. Ask them to think of the 
best present they have every received. Who gave it 
to them? How did the present make them feel? How 
do they feel about the person who gave the gift?

Game Idea
Option 1: Play any game where the 
children need to act based on a sequence 

of events that they have to remember. You could 
place a list of instructions at one end of the room and 
a simple model they need to build at the other end. 
Teams need to send one person at a time to read the 
instructions before returning to the group to instruct 
the team in the building of the model.
For younger children – you could simply supply 
each team with a number of strips of different 
coloured paper. Have these same colours arranged in 
a particular order behind a screen on the other side of 
the room. One child at a time from each team needs 
to go behind the screen to discover the next colour to 
place in order. You could make this more challenging 
by having some different shapes of each colour.
You could play a number of rounds of this, changing 

It is a clear choice – choose life, choose growth, 
choose	enjoyment,	choose	to	flourish	and	obey	God;	
or choose idolatry, choose self-reliance, choose to 
forget, choose to disobey and be destroyed.
For younger children – this will not take long. 
You just want to make the link that if the Israelites 
remembered how good God had been to them, they 
would choose to obey him. It's obvious.
You could illustrate this very simply by discussing how 
we obey those who love us and give us good things. 
We cannot assume that all children have good, loving 
parents so you may want to tell a story from your life 
(or someone else's), about a time when you obeyed 
your parents because they were always kind to you.
For older children – in this passage Moses tackles 
the command to obey in many different ways. 
Perhaps pick one or two to look at with the children. 
Pick the one that has struck you most.
As children get older, the call to obey God gets 
harder. As adults, we know that it does not stop 
getting harder!
God tested and trained his people in ways other than 
those we have looked at, but Moses doesn't mention 
them all here.
It may be that you think that this is the key section 
for your children. If this is the case, then you need to 
plan	to	go	much	quicker	through	the	first	two	sections.
•	 Can the children see that it is impossible to 

remember God's goodness and then disobey?
•	 If the Israelites chose to disobey, what would that 

say to God?
•	 Why does forgetting God's goodness lead to 

disobedience?
•	 Why does remembering God's goodness lead to 

obedience?

the rules and the model (or sequence of shapes and 
colours), each time. For example:
Round 1: Each team may only send one person to 
look at the instructions and they may only look at 
them once, but must instruct the rest of the team 
from memory.
Round 2: One team is allowed to send the same 
person more than once while the other team may 
only send their person once.
Round 3: One team is allowed to send as many 
people at the same time, as many times as they like 
while the other team may only send one person, 
once.
Talk about how hard it is to do the right thing when 
you forget important information. Why is it easier 
when you can go more than once? Why is it even 
easier when everyone from the team can go and look 
often? Link this to the discussion.
Option 2: Land on your land. Have some green 
sheets of paper and a music player ready.
For younger children – place the sheets of green 
paper	spread	around	on	the	floor.	The	children	have	
to dance or walk around the room (the 'wilderness'), 
to the sound of music. When the music stops, they 
have to run and stand on a sheet of paper. You could 
say to the children, "Where is your land? Land on 
your land!"
For older children – tell them that they must be 
standing on a piece of land when the music stops in 
order to be safe. Start with all the sheets of paper on 
the	floor	and	remove	one	or	two	after	each	round.	
As you remove the sheets, the children will have 
to start sharing their land. How few sheets of 'land' 
can you get down to before the children fall into the 
wilderness?
Option 3: Perfect Land. For a quieter option, you 
could use Activity B described on page 104 for any 
age group. Encourage discussion during this activity.
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Activity
For 3-7s choose either Activity A or 
Activity B.

Activity A – print page 107 onto paper for each 
child. The children colour the picture. You could 
provide them with items to embellish the picture. 
Perhaps a cocktail stick with sharp ends cut off to be 
Moses' staff at the Red Sea crossing; blue cellophane 
for the water from the rock; and some popped rice 
breakfast cereal to be manna.

Memory Verse
Joshua 21:45 – Not one of all the Lord's 
good promises to Israel failed; every one 

was fulfilled. [NIV]

If that person asked them for a favour immediately 
after giving the gift, would they do as they were 
asked? What about some time after the gift was 
given? Can the children see that when we remember 
someone's kindness to us, we want to please them?
Moses reminded the Israelites of all the kind things 
that God had done for them; he wanted them to live 
to please God by obeying his good commands.
Point them to Jesus and his death on the cross as 
the very best gift anyone could ever be given:
•	 How does this gift make them feel about God?
•	 How does it make them feel about doing what 

God asks of them?
For older children – you may wish to follow a 
similar discussion to that outlined above for younger 
children. Or you may wish to simply continue the 
discussion started in the third section of the 'Teaching 
Plan'. The following questions may help to stimulate 
discussion:
•	 Are the children clear that obedience is not what 

gets us into heaven?
•	 Do they understand the link between thankfulness 

and the desire to obey?
•	 Which	of	God's	commands	do	they	find	hard	to	

obey? When are these hardest to obey? Does 
thinking about what God has done for them help 
them to want to obey?

•	 When are they most likely to forget what God 
has done? How can they help each other to 
remember? How should this affect their thinking 
and obedience?

Prayer Idea
Cut out some simple paper crosses, one 
for each child in your group. Remind 

the children that because of Jesus' death, we have 
the promise of heaven to look forward to if we are 
trusting him now.

Ask them what they are looking forward to about 
heaven or what they think it will be like. Each child 
writes down or draws one of those things on their 
paper cross and prays to thank God for this promise.

Explain to the children what Moses said and what 
the people must have thought about while Moses 
was speaking.
Activity B – Perfect Land. The children create what 
they believe would be the perfect land. Perhaps give 
them a green paper island stuck on a blue sheet 
of paper as the outline for a desert island. What 
would be on their ideal desert island? You could 
provide them with some travel brochures, shopping 
catalogues and food magazines to cut out pictures 
to paste on the land. You could then also write (or 
pre-print), the words, 'Heaven will be even better than 
the best land we can think of'.
For 7-11's – print either Activity Sheet C (page 108), 
or Activity Sheet D (page 109). onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 9 
Intro Idea
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 9 
Visual Aids
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Journey to the Promised Land – Week 9 

Activity A 
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 9 
Activity C

How many years did God lead his people in the desert? (8:2) 
(Circle the right number below)

 4 14 40 400

What will the Promised Land be like when they arrive? (8:7-9)
Draw some of these good things in the space below.

What is Moses worried the Israelites will forget? (8:11)

1. The Lord your __ __ __

2. To keep his good __ __ __ __

Remember the Lord
The true story can be found in Deuteronomy 8:1-9:3

Why had it taken Israel so long to 
reach the Promised Land?

How had God looked after them while 
they were in the desert?

How has God looked after you?

Are you excited about getting to heaven (our Promised Land)? Why?

How do we get there? Is there anything that might stop you 
getting to heaven?

How should this change the way we live now?
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Journey to the Promised Land - Week 9 
Activity D

How long had the Israelites been wandering in the desert? (8:2) ________________________

Who led them all that time? (8:2) ___________________

Remember the Lord
The true story can be found in Deuteronomy 8:1-9:3

Can you remember why it took Israel so 
long to reach the Promised Land?

What are some of the ways God looked 
after them while they were in the desert?

How has God looked after you?

Are you excited about getting to heaven (our Promised Land)? Why?

How do we get there?

If you are a Christian, is there anything that might stop you getting 
to heaven? Why/why not?

How should this change the way we live now?

What will the Promised Land be like when they arrive? (8:7-9)
Draw some of these good things in the space below.

What does Moses warn the Israelites not to do when they get there? (8:11)

1. _________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________

Why is this so important? (8:19-20) ____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________


