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The Reigning King

Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.". [NIV84]

Series Aims
•	 To see how the Spirit empowered witness of Jesus' 

followers brought about the birth and growth of the 
early	church	despite	many	difficulties.

•	 To understand the need for repentance and faith 
in Jesus as the only way to be rescued.

•	 To be challenged to continue the work of making 
the risen, ascended Jesus known to people from 
all nations.

Series Overview
These seven lessons explore what Jesus did through 
the apostle Peter to establish the early church.
The series shows how the church was born as people 
responded in repentance and faith to the good news 
about the risen, ascended Jesus.
It also shows how the church grew despite opposition, 
corruption, death and imprisonment. Absolutely 
nothing could stop this wonderful news from 
spreading to include people from every tribe, tongue 
and nation.
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A child with special educational needs (SEN) 
may provide some challenges to your group. It is 
therefore essential that you are well prepared for 
your lessons and that you have carefully thought 
about how to include all the children. You may need 
to make some changes to your existing programme 
to make it accessible for everyone.
A key principle to consider is that, as with all children 
in your church, each child is an individual and will 
have different needs, strengths and weaknesses. It 
is important that you get to know the children you 
teach as well as possible and that you make an 
effort to build a relationship with them.
In terms of the lesson itself, you may need to 
consider the following:
•	 A child with SEN may need to have an additional 

adult to support them.
•	 Consider the environment in which you teach and 

try to eliminate potential distractions. Where you 
are seated and where the children are seated, 
the temperature of the room and noise levels all 
affect the sense of calm and orderliness of the 
class.

•	 Think about the class size and ratio of adults to 
children.

•	 It may be appropriate, at times, for a troubled or 
disruptive child to be accompanied by an adult 
and to be moved away from the group to a quiet 
area. Here they can engage in something related 
to the lesson which is calming and quiet.

•	 Use clear and child appropriate language.
•	 When giving instructions; tell them to the whole 

group, demonstrate, then check that the child 
with SEN understands what needs to happen.

•	 Balance the amount of open ended and closed 
questions you ask.

•	 Be careful of rhetorical questions; the child with 
SEN will want to answer them.

•	 If a child wants to ask too many questions, which 
may distract from the lesson, tell them that for 
now we are going to listen and that later you 
will come back to their questions. Make sure 
that you do spend some individual time with 
the child going through their questions. You 
may	find	that	by	the	time	you	go	back	to	them,	

their questions have either been answered or 
forgotten or they are not that important anymore.

•	 Break up your lesson into different sections; 
short, sharp sections work best as this keeps 
children engaged and therefore able to manage 
their behaviour.

•	 Children with SEN like structure and routines; 
you may like to start the session with the same 
song or greeting time or keep the structure the 
same each week. For example; start with a song, 
a recap from last week, a short introduction to the 
new lesson, a song, the Bible story, a craft, the 
application and then a game for consolidation 
and further application.

•	 Use repetition (chants or songs with simple 
tunes to teach main Bible truths).

•	 Use lots of different kinds of aids to teach your 
lesson (movement, pictures, multimedia, props, 
music, textures, drama, etc.). Consider different 
learning styles.

•	 Use simple pictures (too much detail can be 
distracting).

•	 Think about how much reading and writing you 
are expecting the children to do; too much may 
cause the child with SEN to become anxious and 
distressed about failing.

•	 On worksheets, consider making them 
accessible by asking children to draw some of 
the answers, rather than write them. If there is a 
lot of writing or reading required, pair up the SEN 
child with an adult or with a more able peer. You 
can also write the answers on a board for them 
to copy down.

•	 Children	with	 SEN	may	 find	 it	more	 difficult	 to	
think about application as this requires them to 
put themselves into a situation which is, at times, 
hard to do. 

•	 For	a	child	who	is	non-verbal,	find	out	what	their	
communication is from parents and try to use 
these as much as possible in your lessons and 
interaction (Makaton or BSL signing, eye gazes, 
communication switch boxes, symbols, photos, 
pictures, objects of reference, etc).

–Toni Edmonds-Smith 
Special Needs Teacher

S e n
Help make the right c o n n e c t i o n s
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The Reigning King - Week 1

Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 2:1-41 using the following 
notes to help you.

Before Jesus ascended into heaven he promised his 
disciples that they would receive power to witness 
when the Holy Spirit came (Acts 1:8).
The arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is marked 
by the disciples' ability to speak in many different 
languages. The once fearful Peter (Matthew 26:69-75) 
is also strengthened to speak boldly about Jesus as 
the	crucified	King.
This lesson focuses on Peter's speech and the 
response of those who heard it.
2:16-21	 The	prophet	Joel	foretold	that	in	the	final	

days all of God's people would be able to 
prophesy. A prophet in the Old Testament 
was simply a messenger from God. He 
knew God and made him known. 

 The Holy Spirit now enables all Christians 
to be in the privileged position of knowing 
God through Jesus and making him 
known.

	 The	'final	days'	refers	to	the	time	between	
Pentecost and Jesus' second coming.

2:22-36 Notice the logic and how God is the subject 
of so many of the statements. Peter wants 
us to see how this is God's work and not 
simply the choices that people have made.

 God sent Jesus - shown by his miracles 
(v.22).

 God planned for him to be rejected and 
killed (v.23).

 God raised him from the dead (v.24, v.32).
 God has placed Jesus at his right hand to 

rule (v.33).
 God gave Jesus the Holy Spirit to send to 

his people (v.33).
 God made Jesus Lord (ruling King) and 

Christ (promised King). Verse 36 is the 
key summary of the whole speech.

2:37 When the truth about Jesus is explained, 
the Spirit prompts a response.

2:38 The only appropriate response to the truth 
that Jesus is the ruling King is to repent. 
This means to stop rebelling against God 
and to turn around to follow him instead.

 Baptism is a public sign to show that the 
repentance is real and that the person is 
trusting Jesus.

 With repentance comes forgiveness of 
sins and every Christian receives the Holy 
Spirit. This is a promise for everyone who 
will ever hear this good news.

2:40 Peter warned and pleaded. He understood 
that their lives were in danger and he was 
desperate for them to turn around.

2:41 The church came into existence because 
the Word of God (the message about 
Jesus) is preached and people respond. 
And the church continues to grow in the 
same way throughout the book of Acts (see 
6:7, 12:24, 13:49, 19:10).

The Heavenly King
Acts 2:1-41

Big Idea : Peter, empowered by the Holy Spirit, convinces his audience that 
Jesus is alive and ruling. They must respond to be saved.

Aim : To teach that the only right response to the ascended Jesus is 
repentance.
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Introductory Idea
Draw up a list of professions. These need 
to be professions that require the use of 

specialised or unique equipment.

This might include; doctor (stethoscope), plumber 
(pipe wrench), conductor (ticket punch), chef (rolling 
pin). Simple hand drawn pictures or images printed 
off the Internet will be good enough.

Place the pictures of the people on one side of 
the board and give the pictures of the specialised 
equipment, one at a time, to volunteers for them to 
place opposite the correct profession.

This could also be run as a competition between two 
groups. To do this, give each team a complete set of 
images.	The	first	team	to	match	all	the	pairs,	wins.

Explain that for certain jobs you need something 
special	to	get	the	job	done.	Ask	them	to	find	out	from	
today's true story from the Bible:

•	 What did the disciples (Jesus' friends) need so 
they could do a special job for Jesus?
[The Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)]

•	 What was Peter able to do because he received 
this gift?
[Tell people the good news about Jesus (Acts 2:14)]

•	 What did the people in the crowd need to do? 
[Repent and be baptised (Acts 2:38)]

Plan
Since	this	is	the	first	lesson	of	the	series,	
spend some time introducing it using the 

introductory idea.
At some point in your lesson you will need to explain 
what 'repentance' means. The children need to 
understand that it is not simply to stop doing the 
wrong thing (rebelling against or ignoring God), but 
to actively seek to do the right thing (follow Jesus 
and trust him).
You can demonstrate this by physically walking in one 
direction (away from God, wanting nothing to do with 
God). Then show that to repent means to stop, turn 
around and follow God. We need God's help and the 
work of the Holy Spirit to do this.
The story has three distinct parts; the coming of the 
Spirit (2:1-13), Peter's speech (2:14-36) and the 
response of the crowd (2:37-41). For all age groups 
it will be helpful to use a 'sketch and tell' technique 
to teach this lesson.
Divide a large sheet of paper or white board into 
three sections and complete the simple drawings as 
shown below as you tell the story with under 7's or 
do the Bible study with over 7's. If you are running 
an all age session get the older children to read a 
key verse at appropriate points.

Section 1 – disciples gathered together receive the 
Holy	Spirit	as	tongues	of	fire	(2:1-4)
Section 2 – Peter's speech to the crowd. It contains:
•	 2:22 – reference to miracles (you could remind the 

children of some of these – perhaps the calming 
of the storm, water into wine or others known to 
your children).

•	 2:23 – Jesus' death.
•	 2:24 – Jesus' resurrection.
•	 2:33 – Jesus enthroned in heaven.
•	 2:33 – Sending of the Holy Spirit.
•	 2:36 – Jesus is both Lord (ruling king) and Christ  

(promised king).
Section 3 – the crowd asks what they must do (2:37). 
Peter tells them to repent (u-turn), be baptised and 
that they will receive the Holy Spirit (2:38).

Tip: Ensure that you practice the pictures before the 
lesson. If you are using paper, then lightly draw the 
pictures with a pencil. This will not be visible a short 
distance away. You can then simply trace the pencil 
lines with a felt tip pen during the lesson.

 9 For 3-7's tell the story using the technique 
described above. You can also make use of the 
additional visual aids provided on page 9. Enlarge 
and colour as required.

 9 For 7-11's teach the lesson using the technique 
described above. At each point you can ask 
different children to read the relevant verses.
Summarise the content of 2:1-21.
Focus on verses 22-24, 32-33 and 36-38

 9 Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9 Discuss and apply.
 9 Revise the memory verse.

Promised
Ruling

K

g
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Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions in your preparation, discuss 

and apply the lesson to the children's lives.

It would be entirely appropriate to tell the children 
that they also need to respond to this important news 
about Jesus.

But be careful as you do so. It is not wise to get 
children to commit themselves to something that they 
do not understand. Young children will want to please 
you and older children want to be like you – neither 
of those are good reasons for making a profession 
of faith.

You will need to start your discussion by reminding 
the children that all people are sinners. Some openly 
reject God (don't want to be friends with him), others 
just live as though he doesn't exist (pretend he is 
not real).

But because Jesus is God's promised and ruling king, 
we need to follow him. This will mean that we turn 
away from our sin (the way we treat God that leads 
to the naughty things we do, think and say) and that 
we live the way Jesus wants us to live. It is important 
to remind the children that we cannot do this on our 
own. We need the Holy Spirit to help us repent.

If there are children in your class who have already 
repented and are trusting Jesus you could discuss 
some of the following:

•	 Why is repentance the only right response to the 
good news about Jesus? Why not just obedience 
to Jesus?

•	 Why is the Holy Spirit necessary for repentance? 
(You could use one of the examples from the 
introductory idea).

•	 Peter wasn't always this bold. How do you think 
he was able to be so bold here?

Be prepared to help the children understand 
baptism in a way that is consistent with what your 
church teaches on this subject. It could perhaps 
be described as publicly saying that you love Jesus 
and are trusting him. Children therefore do not need 
water baptism in order to receive the Holy Spirit, only 
repentance.

Pray through the application with the children.

Game Idea
The aim of this game is for the children 
to avoid danger by responding to the 

warning they have heard.

You could tell the children that they are on an 
imaginary assault (obstacle) course. Call out the 
following dangers / obstacles in random order and 
the children must respond in the appropriate way.

'rolling logs' – jump.

'low branch' – duck.

'fire	in	the	hole'	–	crouch	down	and	block	ears	with	
fingers.

'enemy approaching' – lie flat on the ground, 
motionless.

You can make the game more competitive by dividing 
the children into two teams. Award a point each round 
to	the	first	team	to	have	all	their	members	complete	
the required action.

For very young children an alternative would be to 
play a game of 'What's the time Mr Wolf?'

One leader starts by being Mr Wolf. He or she stands 
on one side of the room with his/her back to the 
children.

The row of children chant, "What's the time Mr Wolf?"

Mr Wolf turns around and answers a time (for 
example, 4 o'clock).

The children move a number of steps towards Mr Wolf 
(the number of steps being equal to the number of 
the time called).The children repeat the chant, waiting 
for a response and so on. They will soon be standing 
very close to Mr Wolf.

Mr Wolf can, at any moment, respond with a loud 
growl and the words, "dinner time!" This is the cue for 
the children to run to the opposite end of the room. Mr 
Wolf	has	to	chase	the	children	and	the	first	one	he/
she tags becomes Mr Wolf and the game is repeated.

Go over the introductory idea questions.

Remind the children that just like the game where 
they had to respond to something they heard so the 
people who heard Peter talking about Jesus needed 
to respond.

See if they can explain to you what the word 
'repentance' means.
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Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Activity
For 3-5's – print page 10 onto paper 
for each child.

Before the lesson
•	 Cut the two strips out on the left hand side.
•	 Glue as shown so that you have one long strip 

with, "What must we do?" on the left and Peter's 
instruction on the right.

•	 Cut the four slits in the main page as shown.

The children
•	 Colour the picture.
•	 Help them weave the strip through the four slits.
•	 Fold the tabs on either end up to prevent the strip 

being pulled too far.
•	 Slide the strip so the question and answer appear 

in the two speech bubbles, one at a time.

For 5-7s – print page 11 onto paper for each child. 

The children
•	 Colour the picture
•	 Complete the speech bubbles by adding the 

missing word and tracing over the other words.

For 7-9's – print page 12 onto paper for each child. Use 
the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

For 9-11's – print page 13 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Prayer Idea
Write the words, 'sorry', 'thank you' 
and	 'please'	 on	 flashcards	 (pictures of 

children making these gestures will be helpful for 
very young children).

Explain to the children that just like any relationship 
where we realise we have not treated someone 
properly it is important to say 'sorry' and to ask them 
to please forgive us.

If, like the people Peter was speaking to, we realise 
that we have not treated God in the right way then 
a good prayer might be something like this (at each 
point place the corresponding flashcard on the 
board):

Sorry - we tell God that we are sorry for not treating 
him as God. This may be because we have just 
pretended that he isn't real or we have pushed him 
away.

Thank you - we thank God that he sent Jesus to take 
the punishment that our sin deserves.

Please - we ask God to help us with his Holy Spirit 
so that we will live with Jesus as our king.

This prayer will not be appropriate for all the children 
in your class. If it is not, encourage them to pray 
something that is appropriate for them.

For younger children simply model how to pray this 
kind of prayer.

For	older	children,	give	them	time	to	reflect	on	the	
lesson and these three aspects of prayer. After a 
short time close in prayer thanking God that Jesus 
is the promised and ruling king. Sorry

Thank You

Please
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The Reigning King – Week 1 
Visual Aids
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The Reigning King - Week 1 
Activity - 3-5's
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Say sorry to God 
and trust in Jesus
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The Reigning King - Week 1 
Activity - 5-7's
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The Reigning King - Week 1 
Activity Sheet - 7-9's

The Heavenly King

2:22
Jesus did

m __ __ __ __ __ __ __

2:23
Jesus was put to

d __ __ __ __

2:24
Jesus was

r __ __ __ __ __

2:34
Jesus is now in
h __ __ __ __ __

2:36
Jesus is both
L __ __ __ and
C __ __ __ __ __

This true story can be found in Acts 2:1-41

Lord = _____________________ Christ = _____________________

What does it mean to repent?

How will you know if someone has repented?

How do you feel when you hear what Peter says 
about Jesus here?

What do you need to do to receive forgiveness and the 
Holy Spirit? (v.38)

The disciples waited in Jericho / Jerusalem 
for Jesus to send the invitation / Holy Spirit. When this 
happened they saw asteroids / tongues of fire and they 
were able to speak about their holiday / God in different 
clothing / languages. 

Complete all the bubbles to see what Peter said about Jesus.

(Draw a line through all the wrong words)
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2:22

2:23

2:24

2:34

2:36

The Reigning King - Week 1 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

The Heavenly King
This true story can be found in Acts 2:1-41

What does it mean to repent?

Why is this the only right response to all that Peter has said 
is true of Jesus?

How will you know if someone has repented?

How do you feel when you hear what Peter says 
about Jesus here?

What do you need to do to receive forgiveness and the 
Holy Spirit? (v.38)

The disciples waited in Jerusalem for something 
they needed in order to do an important job for 
Jesus. What was it? (v.4) ___________________________

How did they know they had received this gift?

(v.3)_____________________________________ (v.4)_____________________________________

Write in the bubbles all the things that Peter 
said about Jesus.
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Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 3:1-26 using the following 
notes to help you.

The healing of the lame man creates the opportunity 
for Peter to speak about Jesus. The focus of this 
lesson is not the healing (3:1-11), but the reason 
why Peter says the crowd should not be surprised 
by the healing.
They should not be surprised because it is not Peter 
at work, but Jesus. They rejected Jesus but God 
chose him to forgive and restore all who trust in him.
3:6 'The name of Jesus' – his name represents 

everything that he is. To speak of the name 
is to speak of the person. What Peter does 
'in the name of Jesus' is what Jesus is 
doing.

3:8-11 The healing is immediate, complete and 
widely acknowledged to be astonishing.

3:12 Peter diverts the attention away from 
himself to Jesus who alone has the power 
to perform miracles. He then goes on to 
tell them exactly who Jesus is.

3:13-15 Jesus is not a novel new king. He is the 
one chosen by the same God who made 
promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

 He is the Holy and Righteous One whom 
God approves of, has raised from the dead 
and exalted.

 Peter contrasts God's treatment of 
Jesus with the way they treated Jesus a 
little more than six weeks earlier – they 
disowned him, chose a murderer instead 
of him and killed him.

3:16 The faith here is Peter's. Faith itself is a 
gift that comes 'through Jesus'. It is trust 
in Jesus' power that restores this man.

3:17-18 Those who rejected Jesus may well have 
acted out of ignorance, but their guilt is still 
real and needs to be repented of. God's 
rule is greater than man's wickedness – 
God even uses their wicked behaviour to 
achieve his plan to save the world.

3:19 Repentance brings forgiveness and 
'refreshment', literally 'a chance to catch 
your breath – rest'. Jesus offers rest to the 
weary who come to him (Matthew 11:28).

 The restoration of the lame man's legs is 
physical proof that Jesus alone is able to 
restore those who trust in him.

 This refreshment is a picture of the full 
and	final	restoration	which	will	come	when	
Jesus returns from Heaven to 'restore 
everything' (3:21).

3:22-23 See Deuteronomy 18:15, 18-19. Jesus is 
the one who comes to speak the word of 
God.

3:25 Genesis 22:18 – see also Galatians 3:6-8, 
14, 16. Jesus is the descendant through 
whom God promised to bless all people 
on earth.

The Reigning King - Week 2

The Powerful King
Acts 3:1-26

Big Idea : Peter's healing and preaching both point to the reigning King Jesus. He is 
the only one who can forgive and restore those who trust in him.

Aim : To convince the children that even though many reject Jesus, God has 
chosen him to forgive sins and restore those who trust him.



15
Copyright © 2012 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Plan
Review last week's lesson. Are the 
children able to remember:

•	 What the disciples (Jesus' friends) needed so 
they could do a special job for Jesus?
[The Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)]

•	 What was Peter able to do because he received 
this gift?
[Tell the people the good news about Jesus 
(Acts 2:14)]

•	 What did the people in the crowd need to do 
when they heard the truth about Jesus?
[Repent and be baptised (Acts 2:38)]

 9 Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea. The lesson has two parts to it; the healing 
of the lame man and Peter's speech.

 9 For 3-7's tell the story of the healing using the 
visual aids on page 18 (enlarge and colour as 
required). The song idea on page 17 will help make 
the story details memorable. 
But it is important that the children also understand 
that this miracle is only possible because Jesus 
is God's chosen powerful king who is no longer 
dead, but ruling from heaven. They will need to 
understand the point of Peter's speech, that the 
people rejected the person God had chosen - this 
was a big mistake.

 9 For 7-11's teach the lesson using a small group 
Bible study. Summarise the healing and focus on 
Peter's speech. The main points to bring out are:
•	 The amazement of the crowd (3:11-12).
•	 The contrast between how people treated 

Jesus and what God has done for Jesus. This 
can be drawn up as a table to make it visual:

Introductory Idea
For younger children – sit them on the 
floor	and	tell	them	they	are	not	allowed	to	

use their legs, but have to move around by squirming 
like	 a	 fish	or	 pulling	 themselves	along	using	only	
their hands. Give them simple tasks to perform, e.g. 
turning round, lying down, sitting up. Increase the 
severity	of	the	tasks,	e.g.	the	first	person	to	reach	a	
certain place or reaching something on a table.
In today’s true story from the Bible we will hear 
about a man who had never been able to walk. Ask 
the children to listen carefully so they can tell you 
at the end:
•	 Who made the man better?
•	 Why he was the only one who could help the man?

For older children or a mixed group – run a little 
competition where the winner will have a choice 
between two prizes. This can be as simple as who 
can do the best star jumps or a little more challenging 
like a quiz.

Tell them at the start that they are competing for the 
right to choose a prize – have two prizes on display. 
One needs to be new and be very valuable, but you 
are only going to be showing the children the box, 
they must not know that there is only something 
worthless inside! It must have great appeal for the 
age group you're teaching. The other needs to be 
visibly used and worthless, perhaps a very tatty box. 
But in this box place a real prize, perhaps a sweet.

Before they choose, tell them that they can only 
have one and that the one they don't choose will be 
destroyed.

Nearly all children will choose the box that looks 
good.	But	when	they	open	it	they	will	find	something	
worthless, maybe some shredded paper.

God People

Glorified him (v.13) Handed him over to 
be killed (v.13)

Raised him from the 
dead (v.15)

Disowned him 
(v.13-14)

Chose him to speak 
God's words (v.22)

Chose a murderer 
instead of him (v.14)

Chose him to bless 
the world (v.26)

Killed him (v.15)

•	 The reality of their sin - even though done in 
ignorance (v.17).

•	 The possibility of total forgiveness if they 
repent (v.19).

•	 The	 fulfilment	of	God's	promise	 to	Abraham	
(v.25).

 9 Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9 Discuss and apply.
 9 Revise the memory verse.

The claim that faith in Jesus is the only way to receive 
forgiveness and blessing from God is not very popular 
in our world today. But it is a vital truth of the gospel 
and needs to be taught with boldness and conviction 
(see Acts 4:12).
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Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions in your preparation, discuss 

and apply the lesson to the children's lives.

For 3-5's – Explain that it wasn't Peter who healed 
the man, but Jesus. Peter knew that only Jesus is 
powerful enough to do this. Remind them of Peter's 
words in verse 6, "In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk". Also remind them that only Jesus 
can 'wipe out' sins.

For 5-7's – Discuss as above but also remind the 
children that Peter told the people that Jesus can 
do this because he God's chosen king. The people 
treated Jesus very badly by killing him, but God made 
him alive again. Jesus is the only one who can wipe 
our sins away. Help them to see that we all need to 
trust Jesus to forgive our sin.

For 7-11's – Help them to see that even though the 
people acted in ignorance, their rebellion against God 
in rejecting Jesus was real. Why is this?

You	may	need	to	briefly	show	how	God	had	graciously	
dealt with Israel since the time of Abraham. How he 
had rescued Israel and promised to send a saviour. 
All the prophets were clear on this (3:24).

Help the children to understand the wonderful 
promise of 3:19.

•	 Is there any sin that cannot be wiped out by 
trusting in Jesus?

•	 Why is Jesus the only one who can do this?

•	 Can sin be wiped out without trusting Jesus? 

•	 What if someone says, "I don't want Jesus to be 
my king, I will choose another king"?

This has implications for how we think about 
other religions. Be prepared to deal with this in 
a gracious, but faithful way.

Pray through the application with the children.

Prayer Idea
Give each child one outline of either a 
boy or a girl from page 19.

Ask them to think of one friend who does not know 
Jesus (for younger children this could probably be 
described as a friend who does not go to church). 
Remind the children that this could include a friend 
from a different religion.

The	children	draw	hair	and	a	face	to	make	the	figure	
look like their friend. You could have some different 
colour wool available for hair, but this must not take 
up too much time.

They write the name of their friend on the chest 
of	their	figure	(you will have to do this for younger 

Game Idea
You will need a number of paper plates, 
about 20% more than the number of 

children in the group. On about 10% of the plates 
write, 'Jesus - back to Zero'. On the rest write random 
penalty points, 2, 5, 10, 100, 500, 8000 etc.
Scatter the plates around the room, face down. All 
the children choose a plate to stand on at the start of 
the game. The leader rolls a single die and calls out 
the number. The children need to move the number 
of plates on that corresponds to the number rolled. 
When they get to the plate they lift it to see what is 
written underneath.
You can either:
•	 trust the children to keep a mental note of their 

scores
•	 or provide them with pen and paper to keep a tally
•	 or, if it is practical, you can write all their names 

on a whiteboard and write down the numbers as 
they call them out. No need to keep adding, just 
write the numbers next to each other.

When the children land on a 'Jesus - back to zero' 
plate their scores revert to zero. The wiping out of 
the scores is most effective if using the whiteboard.
The aim of the game is to end with a zero score. The 
children will soon work out which plates to aim for. Set 
a	fixed	number	of	rolls	of	the	die	per	game.	Remove	
some	'Jesus'	plates	if	the	first	game	is	too	easy.
Remind the children that Peter used the healing of 
the lame man to tell people that Jesus was chosen 
by God to rule and that our sins can only be wiped 
out when we repent and trust in Jesus.

J e s u s

You can then show them the contents of the tatty 
box and reveal the actual prize. Tip: If they choose 
the tatty box, see if the other children can sway their 
decision. Explain that sometimes people reject things 
that are actually very valuable.

In today’s true story from the Bible we will learn about 
a group of people who made a mistake by rejecting 
something very precious.

Get them to come back after the lesson and tell you:

•	 What did they reject?
[Jesus (Acts 3:14)]

•	 Why was this a big mistake?
[Because he was chosen by God (Acts 3:14-15)]

•	 How	could	this	mistake	be	fixed?
[Repent to have sins wiped out (Acts 3:19)]
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Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Song Idea
This is a classic children's song based on 
the lesson's text. It is suitable for younger 

children and helps them remember the details of the 
story.
The words are as follows:

Peter and John went to pray.
They met a lame man on the way.
He held out his palms, he asked for their alms
and this is what Peter did say,
"Silver and gold have I none,
but such as I have give I you.
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up 
and walk".
And he went walking and leaping and praising God, 
Walking and leaping and praising God,
"In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up 
and walk".

Author Unknown

•	 You will need to explain the word 'alms'.
•	 The children walk and leap and wave their hands 

in the air as appropriate. 
•	 The tune is very simple and can easily be found 

on YouTube. Search for 'Peter and John went to 
pray'. Actual words may vary.

Activity
For 3-5's – print page 20 onto paper 
for every two children. Each child will also 

require a piece of cotton wool for the beard.

Before the lesson
•	 Roughly cut the four sections so you have two 

sets of arms (still connected) and two sets of front 
and back bodies (still connected).

•	 Fold each front and back body pair along the 
dashed line and glue. Then cut around the body.

•	 For the arms, fold along the dashed line but DO 
NOT glue – the fold is merely to allow you to cut 
both arms out at once.

•	 Cut out the 2 holes at the bottom of each man.

The children
•	 Draw a happy mouth on the face to show how the 

man felt when he was made better.
•	 Colour the body and arms.
•	 Glue on cotton wool for a beard.
•	 Glue the arms behind the shoulders so that the 

arms curve forwards.
•	 Put	their	fingers	through	the	holes	at	the	bottom	

to act as legs. The man sits down with legs in 
front. When he is healed he jumps up and walks.

Repeat	the	story	with	the	children	using	their	figures	
to act it out.
For 5-7s – make a pop-up card. Each child will 
require page 21 printed onto paper and one leaping 
lame man from page 22, also printed on paper.
The children
•	 Colour the pictures.
•	 Make 'Fold 1' followed by 'Fold 2' to produce a 

card with the kneeling man on the front and the 
memory verse on the back.

•	 Fold the block with the leaping man in half 
(outwards)	and	fold	the	glue	flaps	back.

•	 Glue	the	side	flaps	to	the	inside	of	the	card	along	
the marked lines. When the card is opened the 
figure	of	the	lame	man	walking	should	pop	up.

For__ 7-9's – print page 23 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.
For 9-11's – print page 24 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

s i n s
w ip ed

out

children). Glue	all	these	figures	on	a	large	sheet	of	
paper and encourage the children to pray for these 
friends to turn to Jesus and trust in him.

Keep the picture for the rest of the series and build 
this prayer into your weekly programme.
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The Reigning King – Week 2 
Visual Aids
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 Prayer Idea Figures
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The Reigning King - Week 2 
Activity - 3-5's
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The Reigning King - Week 2 
Activity - 5-7's (1 of 2)

I have no money, 
but I give you what 
I have. In the name 

of Jesus ...

Get up and 
walk!

Copyright © 2012 by TnT Ministries 
Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Fold 1 - out

Fold 2 - in

...repent then and 
turn to God, so 

that your sins may 
be wiped out...

Acts 3:19
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The Reigning King - Week 2 
Activity - 5-7's (2 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 2 
Activity Sheet - 7-9's

What would you do if someone treated 
you this way?

What does God promise to do about the horrible 
things people have done if they turn to him?

How does this make you feel? Why?

The true story can be found in Acts 3:1-26

We know this was a miracle because:
Tick all the correct blocks - verses 2, 7 and 10 will help you.

The man said so.

He was crippled from birth.

His ankles became strong after a while.

The people who knew him were amazed.

His ankles became strong instantly.

He'd been to see a doctor.

The Powerful King

Peter 
says they should 

not be amazed because it's 
not him doing the miracle 

but Jesus.

Glorified 
him

Raised 
him to life

Listened 
to him

Rejected 
him

Killed 
him

Saved 
a murderer 
instead of 

him

Colour only the bubbles that tell 
how the people treated Jesus.
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The Reigning King - Week 2 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

The true story can be found in Acts 3:1-26

These people didn't know what they were doing when they treated 
Jesus so badly, but they still needed to repent. Why?

Their sin is very serious, but Peter says that God will wipe it all 
out if they repent – how does this make you feel about your sin?

How do we know this was a miracle?

3:2 - The man was crippled from ______________

3:7 - The man's ankles become strong ____________________

3:10 - All the people who knew him were ____________________

The Powerful King

How God treated Jesus How people treated Jesus

G __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
him (v.13)

Handed him over to be
__ __ __ __ __ __ (v.13)

Raised him from the
__ __ __ __ (v.15)

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ him (v.13-14)

Chose him to speak
God's words (v.22)

Chose a murderer 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ of him (v.14)

Chose him to __ __ __ __ __
the world (v.26)

Killed him (v.15)

Peter 
says they should not be 

amazed because it's not him doing 
the miracle but Jesus.
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Big Idea : Peter was teaching that Jesus is alive and the only one who gives life forever. 
The religious leaders told him to stop, but he chose to obey God and carried on.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 4:1-22 using the following 
notes to help you.

The church is growing rapidly and this gets noticed by 
the religious authorities. These are the same people 
who opposed Jesus (John 11:47-49). They now begin 
to oppose the disciples.
4:2 The Sadducees did not believe in the 

concept of resurrection (see Luke 20:27). 
None of them believed Jesus could offer 
resurrection to others.

4:3-4 Despite opposition the church continues 
to grow. On the Day of Pentecost there 
were 3,000 converts, this has now grown 
to 5,000.

4:7 They were asking, “Who gives you the 
power to do this?”. As in lesson 2, the 
“name” of someone in the Bible means 
everything that is true about that person, 
and so it really points to who that person 
is. See also in v10, 12, 17.

 This story, just like the last one, is 
concerned with exactly who Jesus is – Is 
he alive? Is he powerful? Where is he? 
What does he offer us?

4: 8-10 Peter again uses the healing as an 
opportunity to preach the Gospel. He 

again contrasts their rejection of Jesus, 
with God’s clear decision to crown Jesus 
as his eternal (forever) King.

4:11 See Psalm 118:22. They failed to see who 
Jesus actually was. They rejected him as 
unimportant.

4:12 But far from being unimportant, something 
to be thrown away, he is the only way that 
God has provided for people to be saved.

 Notice “no one”, “no other” and “must”. This 
is	absolute	and	final.	Reject	Jesus	and	you	
reject the only rescuer God has provided.

4:13 Peter's courage is clearly seen and is a 
stark contrast to his cowardly behaviour a 
few weeks before (see Matthew 26:69-75).

4:14 The physical healing cannot be denied 
since this man was widely known (see 
3:9-10 and 4:16).

4:16-18 They cannot deny the truth and do not 
believe in resurrection. So, because they 
have no other explanation and don't know 
what to do, they issue a warning to stop 
speaking in the name of Jesus.

4:19 The original question in verse 7 was about 
authority. Peter claims that there is a higher 
authority than the high priest, and that is 
Jesus. Jesus' authority is God's authority 
(see 3:22-23).

4:20 The disciples are compelled to speak 
about what they have witnessed in the 
resurrection of Jesus.

4:21-22	 The	leaders	find	themselves	in	a	difficult	
position. They want to punish Peter and 
John, but they fear the reaction of the 
crowd because no-one can deny the 
miracle.

The Reigning King - Week 3

The Unseen King
Acts 4:1-22

Aim : Let us trust and obey Jesus as the only one who gives life forever, even 
though we may not always be able show that to others.
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Introductory Idea
This lesson deals with the Sadducees' 
inability to understand miracles because 

they didn't believe in the concept of resurrection. 
They couldn't see the resurrected Jesus and so 
they disregarded the possibility of him being at work 
to heal. This left them with no explanation for what 
had happened.

You are therefore looking to engage the children with 
the idea that even though we cannot see something 
that doesn't mean it is not there and is not real.

Set up a 'Mysteries of the unexplained' laboratory 
and conduct a few experiments. Here are some that 
work really well:

•	 Use a magnet underneath a piece of cardboard 
to move a metal object (like a paper clip) placed 
on top of the board. The object moves because 
of	the	magnetic	field	that	you	cannot	see.

•	 Get a ping pong ball to hover in the air stream from 
a hair dryer directed upwards. The ball hovers up 
and down in the stream of air that you cannot see.

•	 Fill	a	glass	to	overflowing	with	water	and	place	a	
square of thin card on the top. Now hold the card 
in place with one hand and turn the glass upside 
down with the other hand. Remove your hand from 

Plan
Review last week's lesson. Can the 
children remember:

•	 What was Peter able to do in the name of Jesus?
[Heal a lame man (Acts 3:8)]

•	 What did Peter say could happen when we turn 
to God and trust in Jesus?
[Our sins can be 'wiped out' (Acts 3:19)]

•	 Why is 'Jesus' the only one who can do this? 
[Because Jesus is God's chosen, glorified servant 
(Acts 3:13)]

 9 Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea.

 9 For 3-7's tell the story using suitable visual aids. 
The picture on page 29 might be helpful. Enlarge as 
required and colour in. You could then add large 
speech bubbles and draw simple pictures in them 
to illustrate what was said.
A better option for stories like this where there is 
movement from one place to another is to use 
3D models. Simple cardboard tube people can 
be used – these are provided on pages 30 and 31. 
Simply print onto card, cut, colour and glue as 
indicated (the children will also be making similar 
ones for their craft activity).
You will also need a jail and a temple. These can 
be made from boxes (the jail is shown below). It 
is worth going to some effort with these models 
as the jail can be used again in week 7.

As you tell the story move the different characters 
around. This is a very effective method of 
maintaining interest.

 9 For 7-11's – Perhaps start by getting the children 
to act out the story using the Bible text. Edit it to 
simplify if necessary. Do this quickly without fuss 
to allow time to study the key parts.
The aim is to understand the religious leaders' 
objection and Peter’s response.
Use the picture on page 29. Draw a speech 
bubble for the religious leaders. Can you lead 
a discussion to make the question in verse 7 
easier	to	understand?	Write	or	draw	the	simplified	
questions into the bubble.
Draw a speech bubble for Peter. For Peter’s 
answer, focus on verse 10 and verse 12. Again, 
what does this mean? Perhaps draw pictures or 
symbols to represent Peter’s answer to make it 
as simple as possible.
For instance for “Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you	crucified”,	your	group	might	suggest	a	picture	
of a cross, or a stick man labelled, “J” being put 
in a dustbin. This makes it a creative challenge 
rather than a tedious comprehension exercise.
If time allows, you could do something similar 
with the confrontation where they try to silence 
Peter in v18-20.

 9 Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9 Discuss and apply.
 9 Revise the memory verse.
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Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions think carefully about how you 

will apply this to the lives of your children.
For 3-7's – start by discussing how it is possible to 
know someone and love them even if we can't see 
them at that moment (friends or family members). 
We can't see them but we know lots about them and 
we love them.
Because we can't see Jesus, not everyone will love 
him and trust him. The idea that not everyone in the 
world loves Jesus and wants to be friends with him 
can be a great shock to young children. While you 

Game Idea
For 3-7's – At the signal, the children 
begin running from one side of the room 

or playing area to the other. The leaders represent 
Jewish leaders who catch the children and send them 
to jail (a cordoned off area).
Those caught need to remain in jail for the next 
round of the game. They are then released to rejoin 
the game. The game ends after a signal from the 
‘Jewish leaders’.
Remind the children how the Jewish leaders put Peter 
and John in prison for a short time, but then let them 
go, telling them not to speak about Jesus. Can they 
remember what Peter said?
For 7-11's – A relay concluded with the unscrambling 
of a Bible verse. Split the children into equal teams 
of no more than eight. Assign a colour to each team.
Each	 team	 should	 have	 a	 bag	 of	 seven	 inflated	
balloons – each balloon having a snippet of the 
memory verse: Salvation is / found in no / one else, 
for there is / no other / name under heaven / given 
to men / by which we must / be saved. Acts 4:12.
At the signal, one member from each team takes 
a balloon and runs to the other end of the playing 
area where they need to sit on the balloon. When the 
balloon has burst, they pick up the snippet of paper 
and run back to their team. The game continues until 
all snippets of the memory verse have been collected.
But while they are doing this, a leader stands at the 
'balloon popping end with a pile of coloured cards (like 
a referee's yellow and red cards). The colour of the 
cards needs to match those assigned to each team. 
Have	 about	 five	 of	 each	 colour	 and	 shuffle	 them	
well so that the order is random. At random intervals 
during the game the leader holds up the next card 
from the pile and that team's active member needs 
to stop what they are doing and sit down for a count 
of three (the leader counts out loud). Once they have 
served their time they get up and continue the race.
Once all the snippets have been collected the team 

supporting the card. The card and the water will 
stay in place because of the atmospheric pressure 
of the air that you cannot see.

In today’s true story from the Bible we will see what 
happened when Peter and John were told to stop 
speaking about Jesus by people who didn't think he 
was alive. Tell the children to listen carefully and see 
if	they	can	find	out:
•	 Who told Peter and John to stop speaking 

about Jesus?
[Sanhedrin – Jewish religious leaders 
(Acts 4:15, 18)]

•	 How did Peter respond?
['Must we obey God or you?' (Acts 4:31)]

then unscrambles the verse and shouts it out as if 
they	were	proclaiming	it	to	the	world.	The	first	team	to	
shout (and have the verse in the correct order) wins!
Remind the children that the disciples were put 
in prison for a short time and then released with 
the warning not to speak about Jesus. Can they 
remember how Peter responded to this warning?
Tip –	Inflate	the	balloons	before	the	session	and	store	
them in a duvet cover to contain them and prevent 
them from popping. Each team should have seven 
of the same colour balloons to make handing them 
out easier.
More Options – you could play any number of games 
using a blindfold.
One child sits blindfolded on a chair with all the other 
children sitting in a circle around the chair. Place a 
bunch of keys under the chair.
Pick one of the other children to tiptoe to the keys, 
grab them and sit back down without the blindfolded 
child pointing to them. The children take turns to be 
in the middle. The person on the chair can't see the 
child getting the keys but they can work out what's 
going on.
The people in today’s story couldn’t see Jesus. 
Peter knew exactly how powerful he is, the religious 
leaders didn’t.
Or – Blindfold a child. Present him / her with another 
child to identify by only touching their face (gently), 
neck and shoulders. Vary children doing each role. 
Be aware of child protection guidelines – children 
will have to volunteer for this activity once you've 
explained what will happen.
Discuss how when we can’t see someone, it doesn’t 
mean they’re not real, or not there, it just means we 
can’t see them!
Peter knew what Jesus was like because he had seen 
him. He knew that he is God's powerful, chosen king. 
He was trying to get others, who didn't know Jesus in 
this way to see who Jesus is. But he couldn't show 
them Jesus, he could only speak about what Jesus 
was doing by his Spirit from heaven.
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Activity
For 3-7's – Print page 32 onto card 
(paper also works, but card is better). You 

will need one page for every two children.

Before the lesson cut the page in half along the 
length and then cut each strip in half again. This will 
give you one high priest and one Peter per children.

For 3-5's – you will need to also cut the hatched area 
away before the lesson.

The children	colour	the	two	figures	in.

Help them to glue where indicated and roll the card 
around and secure to create their own card tube 
people.

Read the speech bubbles for them and encourage 
them to re-tell the story to each other in pairs using 
the	two	figures.

For 7-11's – Worksheets may not be appropriate for 
your context. They may instead be something you 
use occasionally.

It is better to have a healthy discussion, application 
and prayer time that engages the children than to feel 
obliged to complete a worksheet each week. Vary 
your method depending on the lesson.

7-9s – Print page 33 onto paper for each child. Use the 
activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

9-11s – Print page 34 onto paper for each child. Use 
the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Prayer Idea
Find out about a country in the world 
where there is a great deal of opposition 

to the gospel.

Barnabas Fund has a wealth of current information 
on their website (www.barnabasfund.org).

Choose something to share with your children – be 
sure to do so in an age appropriate way. It is helpful 
for children to learn early in life that not everyone 
accepts the gospel and that some people, even today, 
are imprisoned for speaking about Jesus.

You can also 'adopt' a country or group and build a 
regular 'persecuted church' slot into your programme 
so that you pray for them once a month.

don't want to cause distress you do want to help them 
to understand that not everyone will understand that 
Jesus is the king.
Sometimes this misunderstanding might result in 
unkindness. Remind the children how the Jewish 
leaders were unkind to Peter and John. Help them 
to see that we need to listen to what God tells us to 
do and not what people who don't love Jesus want 
us to do.
Consider carefully how much you want your class to 
understand about disagreement over Jesus and the 
opposition that may result.
For 7-11's – many of them will already have come up 
against some form of opposition for believing what 
they do about Jesus. For those who haven't, it is 
important that you prepare them for it. They should 
not be surprised when it happens.
•	 How do they keep trusting Jesus?
•	 What difference would it make if Jesus was visible 

today?
•	 Help them to think through the reasons why Peter 

was able to speak so boldly against those who 
opposed him.

•	 Discuss how Peter faced opposition. What might 
Peter's situation look like today in their context at 
home or school?

•	 How	do	Peter’s	answers	help	us	–	firstly	in	what	
needs to be said, and secondly, when others 
disagree. 

•	 What parts of what Peter said might their friends 
find	hard	to	hear,	or	plainly	disagree	with.

Pray through the application with the children.

http://www.barnabasfund.org
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The Reigning King – Week 3 
Visual Aids
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Captain of the Temple Guard
Caiaphas
High Priest

Annas

The Reigning King – Week 3 
3D Models - 1
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Alexander John

The Reigning King – Week 3 
3D Models -- 2
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The Reigning King - Week 3 
Activity Sheet - 7-9's

The true story can be found in Acts 4:1-22.

The Unseen King

The Sadducees were not happy with 
Peter and John because:(4:2)
(tick the correct box)

they wore the wrong clothes.

were saying that Jesus is alive.

they were speaking in the temple.

Who 
said you could 

do this?

Should 
we obey you or 

God?

Stop 
speaking about 

Jesus!

Jesus 
is alive

Jesus is 
the only way 

to God

If you 
do this again...

Why did the religious leaders want to stop 
the news about Jesus spreading? (4:17)

Why is it difficult to tell people about something 
they can't see?

What help did Peter have when he did this? (4:8)

Who said what? Can you connect the speech bubbles to the right people?
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4:19

4:18
4:7

4:10

The Reigning King - Week3 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

The true story can be found in Acts 4:1-22.

Why were the Sadducees not happy with 

Peter and John? (4:2) _____________________________

__________________________________________________________

Peter told them they had made a mistake. What was their mistake? 

(4:10-11) _____________________________________________________________________________

Besides Jesus, how many other ways are there to be rescued? (4:12) ______

Why could the religious leaders not deny what 
had happened? (4:14 & 4:16)

Why did they want to stop the news about Jesus spreading? (4:17)

How is the way the religious leaders treated Peter 
and John similar to how they treated Jesus? Do you 

know of people who trust Jesus who are treated in a similar way?

Why is telling people that Jesus is the only way to be friends 
with God so hard? How was Peter helped? (4:8)

The Unseen King

Can you put what 
was said in your 
own words?
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Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 4:32 – 5:11 using the 
following notes to help you.

Up until now, the church faced threats against its very 
existence. The religious leaders had tried to stop the 
news about Jesus from spreading and the church 
from growing (4:17).
But now something else threatened the early 
church. This was not the threat of survival, but of 
corruption and it threatened the unity and health of 
the community.
There is a deliberate structure in this passage. 
4:34-35 is the principle, 4:36-37 is the positive 
example and 5:1-11 is the negative example.
4:32 These verses set the scene. The church is 

described as a community united in their 
belief (mind) and commitments (heart).

 They were committed to one another's 
welfare and incredible generosity meant 
that they shared everything.

4:33 They were committed to the growth of the 
church as the apostles continued to preach 
the resurrection despite warnings not to do 
so (4:19).

4:34-35	 Sacrificial	 giving	was	 not	 a	 condition	 of	
membership, but a voluntary act as the 
need arose. When someone saw a need 
they gave money to the church leaders 
who then distributed the gift as needed.

4:36-37 Joseph (Barnabas) is one example of 
sincere	self-sacrifice	for	the	common	good.	

 By contrast, the section that follows reveals 
Ananias and Sapphira to be deceiving 
hypocrites.

5:1-4 It is clear from Peter's response to Ananias 
that the sin was not in holding back some 
of the money for their own purposes, but 
in attempting to deceive the apostles into 
thinking that they had given the entire sum 
of money.

 This becomes clear when Peter confronts 
Sapphira with the direct question in verse 
8, 'Is this the price you and Ananias got for 
the land?' She lies and says, 'Yes'.

 The narrator has already noted that 
Ananias and Sapphira had conspired – 
presumably to deceive the apostles in this 
way (5:2).

5:5 Ananias pays the ultimate penalty and the 
community is shocked.

5:8-10 Peter provides an opportunity for Sapphira 
to do the right thing. But since she is 
unaware that her husband is dead she 
sticks to the original deceitful plan. She 
too pays the ultimate price for her deceit.

5:11 The punishment seems as severe to us as 
it did to those who witnessed it. It serves 
as a very clear warning to the community 
that hypocrisy (pretending to be what we 
are not) has no place in the church Jesus 
loves.

Deceit always brings division and the warning against 
hypocrisy is as real for us today as it was for those 
in the early church. We too should be gripped by 

The Reigning King - Week 4

The Truth-Loving King
Acts 4:32 – 5:11

Big Idea : Those in the early church shared everything. Ananias and Sapphira lied to 
Peter to appear more generous than they were. They are judged and die.

Aim : To teach that we want to share our whole lives with our church 
family. This will mean that we do not lie or pretend.
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Plan
Review last week's lesson. Can the 
children remember:

•	 Who told Peter and John to stop speaking 
about Jesus? 
[Sanhedrin – Jewish religious leaders 
(Acts 4:15, 18)]

•	 How did Peter respond? 
['Must we obey God or you?' (Acts 4:31)]

Remind the children that the religious leaders didn't 
want people to follow Jesus as king. One way to stop 
the church from growing was to stop them speaking 
about Jesus. Did that work?
In this lesson we are going to see something else 
that could have stopped the church from growing. 
This wasn't something that the religious leaders 
were doing, but something that certain people in the 
church were doing.

 9 Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea.

 9 For 3-7's tell the story using suitable visual aids. 
The pictures on page 40 might be helpful. Enlarge 
and colour them as required.

fear when we see God's judgment of such great 
wickedness.
But we must understand that this judgment is out 
of love for the purity and unity of the church. The 
focus of this lesson is not about giving money away 
or being struck dead for telling a lie. It is about how 
good church is as a community when Jesus' followers 
live	unselfishly	and	with	integrity.
It is worth remembering that the book of Acts recounts 
the acts of the apostles and not the acts of the church. 
What is recorded here is descriptive rather than 
prescriptive. In other words, this is not what should 
or will happen, but rather what did happen.
People being struck dead for lying is not something 
we see in the church today. But this story is recorded 
to help us understand how precious the church is to 
Jesus and how seriously he takes any attempt to 
undermine the unity of the church.

You can engage the emotions of the children in 
this lesson using sweets (chocolate coins work 
really well because although they represent the 
money in the story, they are more desirable to 
young children than actual money).
You could distribute packets of chocolate coins at 
the beginning of the lesson. The packets contain 
differing amounts of sweets, perhaps one or two 
with a massive amount and some with none at all.
When they open their packets can they work out 
who is 'poor' and 'rich'?
Would the rich be willing to give some of their 
sweets away?
Who would they give them to? Only their friends, 
or others they didn't really like as well?
Collect all the coins and use them to show how 
Barnabas sold something he owned and brought 
all the money to the leaders to share with those 
who were in need. Then show how Ananias also 
sold something he owned, but kept some of the 
money for himself while telling the leaders he had 
given everything.
At the end of the story distribute the coins fairly 
amongst the group.

 9 For 7-11's teach the lesson using a small group 
Bible study. But think about how to engage the 
children emotionally and make the lesson visual.
Perhaps using chocolate coins or toy money or 
even tokens. Talk about how life works, some 
people go without food, while others have food 
to spare. Use a case study where person A has 
100 coins, person B has 10 and persons C and 
D have nothing.
Get the children to think through the process of 
how C and D would be able to survive.
•	 How would they decide who gives what and 

to whom?
•	 What if A didn't like D and was only friends 

with C?
You are trying to show that the early church 
system where the money was given to the leaders 
was a very helpful and loving way to ensure that 
no-one in the fellowship was in need.
As in the study notes break the lesson into three 
parts:
Principle (4:34-35) – help the children to see how 
wonderful it must be to be part of a community that 
is so united and other-person centred.
Positive example (4:36-37) – highlight that 
Barnabas did not just give the money to his 
friends, but gave it to the leaders to distribute 
because they knew who was in need and would 
distribute fairly. He was not doing this to draw 
attention to himself.
Negative example (5:1-11) – highlight the way 
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Discuss and Apply
It is critical that the children understand 
that:

•	 Church is where those in need are cared for by 
those who can help.

•	 Ananias and Sapphira’s sin was that they did not 
take this seriously. It was not that they kept some 
of the money for themselves, but that they lied 
and pretended to be more generous than they 
really were.

Ensure that you also explain clearly that this does not 
mean that God will strike us dead if we lie. Instead, 
it shows us how precious the Church is to Jesus. He 
wants us to always tell the truth to each other, and 
share with each other so that no-one is in need.
For 3-7’s these ideas are conceptual and could be 
far removed from their lives. Engage their emotions 
with relevant situations using concrete examples.

Game Idea
Print page 39 onto card and colour in 
the two puzzles before cutting them out. 

Print another two copies of page 39 onto paper and 
give one to each group as a guide. 
Divide the children into two teams of no more than 
eight per team. If you have a large group divide them 
into four teams instead and run two games next to 
each other.
Give one piece of the nine-piece puzzle to one team 
and one piece of the twelve-piece puzzle to the other 
team. Place the rest of the pieces together in a bucket 
at the opposite end of the room.

in which Ananias and Sapphira had conspired 
(5:2). Note that they were free to give or not to 
give, but not free to lie about their giving (5:4). 
They were pretending to be more generous than 
they really were.

 9 Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9 Discuss and apply.
 9 Revise the memory verse.

Introductory Idea
Get a few masks. These can simply be 
pictures you've printed from the Internet 

or faces you've cut from a magazine. Cut holes for 
eyes and use a piece of string or elastic to hold them 
in place.
For younger children animals and superheroes work 
well, for older children, sport or television celebrities 
work well.
One by one get a few volunteers to come to the front. 
Tell them that when you put a mask over their face 
they need to pretend to be that person (or animal). 
Let the audience rate them in terms of how convincing 
they are.
Talk about how masks can be a lot of fun and how we 
sometimes use masks to pretend to be something or 
someone other than we really are. The children may 
have	seen	some	films	where	the	evil	villain	uses	a	
very realistic mask to trick people.
In today's true story from the Bible we will see what 
happened when some people in the early church 
pretended to be what they were not. The children 
must	listen	carefully	to	find	out:
•	 Who was pretending? 

[Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1)]
•	 What were they pretending to be? 

[More generous (kind) than they really were. 
(Acts 4:31)]

•	 What happened to them? 
[They died. (Acts 5:5, 10)]

Each team runs in relay to fetch puzzle pieces from 
the bucket. They continue until all the puzzle pieces 
have	been	retrieved.	The	first	team	with	a	complete	
puzzle wins.

Because the puzzles have different numbers of 
pieces one team will have more than they need 
while the other will be short. Do some children say 
it's unfair? Do some enjoy winning easily? Do any 
children offer to help the other team? Discuss this 
briefly	before	playing	a	second	round.

Collect the pieces and repeat the game telling 
the children that this time you need two complete 
puzzles. The children must share their excess pieces 
in order to complete both puzzles.

Play a third round, swapping the initial puzzle pieces 
so the teams are building the opposite team’s puzzle. 
As soon as one team has more pieces than the other 
encourage one child or leader to hide a piece that 
the other team needs.

Draw the parallels with the lesson:

•	 When each team was only concerned about their 
own puzzle they kept pieces they didn't need. This 
only one or neither team could possibly win. That's 
how the world normally works. People have more 
than they need while others never have enough.

•	 When each team shared with the other team, 
everybody	was	able	to	finish	their	puzzle.	That's	
what the early church was like and what Barnabas 
did when he gave all the money he got from selling 
what he didn't need.

•	 When one person didn't give everything they didn't 
need and tried to hide it they spoiled the game. 
Ananias and Sapphira's lie about what they gave 
could have destroyed the trust in the church; that’s 
why they were punished.
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Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Activity
For 3-5's – Print page 41 onto card 
for each child.

Before the lesson cut the two masks out and also 
cut away the hatched areas. Reinforce the punch 
marks with sticky tape before punching the holes.

The children decorate the masks.

Help them tie shearing elastic to the masks so that 
the masks are back to back. The idea is to have a 
double sided mask which when worn will have one 
over their face and one over the back of their heads.

For 5-7s – Print page 42 onto paper for each child. Cut 
the strip off the left side and cut out the square and 
the small money pouch.

The children colour the picture.

Help them stick the small money pouch within the 
dotted square. Also fold the square that was cut out 
along the dashed line. Glue the small fold and place 
the	square	as	marked.	You	can	now	lift	the	flap	to	
reveal the money that Ananias kept for himself.

For 7-9's - Print page 43 onto paper for each child. Use 
the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

For 9-11's - Print page 44 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Prayer Idea
An important part of community is 
supporting and praying for one another. 

Go around the group asking the children to share one 
thing they love about church. Have an open time of 
prayer where you give thanks for some of the things 
mentioned.

Now break into pairs and get the children to share 
with	 each	 other	what	 they	 find	 hard	 about	 being	
generous and sharing what they have with others. 
They then pray for each other that Jesus would help 
them live generously and truthfully with each other.

•	 Can they understand how sad it would be if 
someone lied about having sweets, just to avoid 
having to share them? A leader could act this 
out, with real sweets, so that the children really 
see and feel the impact of the situation. Does the 
leader have to give away all the sweets? What 
would the children do in this situation?

•	 How might a child of this age be “in need” in 
church in a way that others in the group could 
help? Perhaps a new child to the group arrives 
feeling nervous – how could those in the group 
help a child like that? Perhaps a child in the group 
receives some bad news and feels sad – how 
could the others help? Perhaps a child in the 
group feels left out, without any friends in the 
group – how could others help? For each of these 
you want to create the situation (using props or 
visuals or drama or another technique) so that the 
group can really identify with it.

For 7-11’s help them to understand what it would 
look and feel like to be part of a loving community like 
the one described in 4:34-35. It must not be remote 
and conceptual, but possible to imagine how their 
church/class/life would be different if it followed this 
amazing model.
•	 Can they identify how Barnabas was a great 

role model and what the failure of Ananias and 
Sapphira was?

•	 Do they understand what Jesus’ judgement shows 
about the Church and his view of it?

•	 Can they see how children of their age might be 
“in need”?

 - Feeling left out of the in-crowd in the group.
 - Feeling “stupid” because they don’t know any 
answers to the questions.

 - Someone who isn’t a Christian who needs to 
know the Good news of Jesus.

 - Desperately wanting to appear “cool” or the 
leader of the gang.

 - Wishing they had a brother/sister/father/
mother.

 - Wishing they weren’t there! Hating Church.
 - Do you have other suggestions from your 
experience of the class you lead?

 - Can the children think of another 'need' that 
they have experience of themselves, or have 
seen in others?

•	 How could the children help those in need in these 
situations? Pick those that are most relevant to 
your class.

•	 Alternatively, how could the children in your class 
lie, or pretend as Ananias and Sapphira did? How 
might they be hypocrites, and present a false 
image	to	the	Church?	You	need	to	first	understand	
how the children might fall into this sin, then 
understand how you could approach it with them.

Pray through the application with the children.
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The Reigning King – Week 4 
Game Idea
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The Reigning King – Week 4 
Visual Aids
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The Reigning King - Week 4 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's
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The Reigning King - Week 4 
Activity Sheet - 5-7's
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Why were the apostles the best 
ones to share out the money?

Was it wrong for Ananias to keep some 
money?

When is it hardest to be like Barnabas?
What can be done about this?

When is it easiest to be like Ananias and Sapphira?
What can be done about this?

The Truth-Loving King
The Reigning King - Week 4 

Activity Sheet - 7-9's

The true story can be found in Acts 4:32–5:11.

There were no needy people in the 
church because:(4:34)
(tick the correct box)

they all had very good jobs.

some sold their property and shared their money.

it wasn't an expensive place to live.

Ananias and Sapphira should rather have:
(tick any correct box)

not given any money.

given all the money.

not lied about the amount.
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The Reigning King - Week 4 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

Why were the apostles the best ones 
to share out the money?

What was the real problem with what Ananias 
and Sapphira did?

What does what happened to Ananias and Sapphira 
teach us about Jesus and what he thinks of the church?

When is it hardest to be like Barnabas?
What can be done about this?

When is it easiest to be like Ananias and Sapphira?
What can be done about this?

The Truth-Loving King
The true story can be found in Acts 4:32–5:11.

Why were there no needy people in the early 

church? (4:34) ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Why was Ananias' lie more than just a 'slip of the tongue'? (5:2, 8) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this the price you 
and Ananias got for 

the land?
Write in the 

speech bubbles 
what they should 
have said instead.
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Aim : To convince the children that we can trust the teachings about Jesus 
throughout the New Testament even though it’s not Jesus himself 
doing the teaching.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 9:31-43 using the following 
notes to help you.

This passage comes just before Acts 10 & 11 where 
Peter will radically change the Church’s attitude 
towards Gentiles (non-Jews). Up until this point the 
Church consisted almost entirely of converts from 
Judaism (see 11:1-3).
Luke uses these two miracles – which very closely 
mimic miracles of Jesus (Luke 5:24 & 8:54) – to 
show that Peter should be listened to because he 
has Jesus' authority. Just as Jesus' miracles showed 
His authority, so these miracles show that Peter has 
Jesus’ authority.
Peter is not the focal point of the miracles – Jesus 
is. They both point to Jesus’ good news that Peter 
is now teaching. This good news has the power to 
give new strength to the powerless and life forever 
to the dead.

It is as if, through these miracles, Jesus is saying, 
“Listen to Peter; his power is my power. His good 
news is my good news. His words are my words”. It 
is clear from the response in Joppa that the people 
understood this (9:42).
9:31 The church has spread into Samaria 

because of persecution by the Jewish 
authorities (see Acts 8:1). But for the 
moment the persecution has stopped and 
they have peace.

9:32 'Saints' = Christians. There was already 
a Christian community there, perhaps as 
a result of the scattering caused by the 
persecution in Jerusalem.

9:34 Peter explicitly claims that Jesus is the 
one who heals Aeneas. Even the words 
that he uses are similar to Jesus' healing 
of the paralytic in Luke 5:24.

9:35 'All' does not mean each and every single 
person, but rather that many who saw this 
man after his healing, believed. Sharon is 
the entire coastal plain, so this is a large 
area. Jesus, the Lord, is the hero of the 
healing. Everyone understood.

9:39 Tabitha had used her gifts to help the 
church and her contribution, particularly 
to the poor, was sorely missed.

9:40-41 Although Peter does not say here that 
he heals in Jesus’ name, the fact that he 
prays beforehand clearly shows that it is 
only Jesus who can raise the dead.

9:42 The miracle authenticates Peter’s apostolic 
message and shows the power of Jesus 
to bring new life. The only appropriate 
response is belief in Jesus as Lord.

The Reigning King - Week 5

Big Idea : Peter did two miracles to prove that he was Jesus’ true messenger 
who should be listened to.

The Life-Giving King
Acts 9:31-43
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Plan
Review last week's lesson. Can the 
children remember:

•	 Who was pretending? 
[Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1)]

•	 What were they pretending to be? 
[More generous (kind) than they really were. 
(Acts 4:31)]

•	 What happened to them? 
[They died. (Acts 5:5, 10)]

Remind the children that Ananias and Sapphira's 
punishment shows that Jesus loves the church very 
much. We must love each other in the same way and 
must never lie by pretending to be what we are not.

 9Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea.
 9For 3-7's tell the story using suitable visual aids. 
The pictures on page 49 may be helpful for the story 
of Tabitha. Enlarge and colour as required.
Take advantage of the geographical movement in 
the story by moving the children around the room. 
Label Joppa and Lydda. Have another leader 
represent the two men from Joppa who came to 
call Peter after he healed Aeneas in Lydda. Work 
at making the story as much of an experience as 
possible – for example, pretend to walk up the 
stairs to get to Tabitha.
 9For 7-11's get the children to act out the story. 
Before the lesson write a simple script that 
includes all the necessary details of the story (but 
do not add any details that are not in the Bible). 
Since the passage is not very long, you could also 
simply assign different parts and get a few children 
to read the passage while others act it out. Work 
hard to convey the sense of the miracles.
Afterwards give the children a large copy of this 
passage in one column, then in a second column 

have Luke 5:24-26 at the top and Luke 8:51-56 
at the bottom.
9-11's should be able to find the similarities 
themselves and draw lines to link them.
7-9’s will need more guidance, perhaps identify 
certain parts of the story in Luke and get them to 
draw lines to similar parts in this passage.
Briefly	explain	that	Peter	was	deliberately	copying	
Jesus to show that Jesus had put him in charge 
of explaining his good news.
A good illustration of apostolic authority is the 
way that a teacher who plans to be away leaves 
a lesson plan for a stand-in teacher. The children 
trust the stand-in teacher because their own 
teacher has told him/her exactly what to do.
 9Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9Discuss and apply.
 9Revise the memory verse.

Introductory Idea
Play	a	modified	game	of	 'Simon	Says'.	
Draft a long list of different actions for the 

children to perform.
The main leader begins playing the game by reading 
from the list and the children must play along. The 
children only perform the action if the command is 
prefaced with the words, 'Simon says' otherwise they 
ignore the command and continue with the previous 
action.
After a few commands the main leader stops the 
game, appoints a substitute leader, gives them the 
list and excuses himself (or herself) from the room.
As soon as the main leader has left, yet another 
leader gets up in an attempt to run the game without 
a list of commands.
The substitute leader just forges ahead with the list of 
instructions while the self-appointed leader switches 
between copying the leader running the game and 
making up his own commands. He encourages the 
children to listen to him instead.
After a suitable time the main leader returns.
Talk about who they chose to follow and why (there 
will always be children who copy the wrong leader). 
Why did they do it?
In today's true story from the Bible we will see how 
Peter copied some of the miracles of Jesus. The 
children	must	listen	carefully	to	find	out:
•	 Which miracles did he copy? 

[healing a lame man (Luke 5:17-26), raising a 
dead person (Luke 8:49-56)]

•	 What did he do differently? 
[healed in Jesus's name (Acts 9:34) and prayed 
(Acts 9:40)]
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Game Idea
This game needs to illustrate the fact that 
although Jesus is unseen, he had chosen 

Peter (and the apostles) to continue the work and to 
spread the message about Jesus.
A number of options are outlined below. You will need 
to choose what will work best with your age group 
and age range. The general running of the game is 
as follows:
One child (Child A) is outside the room or behind 
a screen (out of sight) with a list of visual tasks to 
perform.
Child B visits Child A outside the room. Child A 
demonstrates visual task 1. Child B observes, 
remembers it and returns to perform it for the group. 
Child C then goes to Child A for visual task 2. And 
so on.
The list of visual tasks for the above could include 
one of the following:
•	 Words or objects to act out – train, cow, water, 

ketchup.
•	 Film titles, book titles, celebrity names to act out.
•	 A word which must be spelt out one letter at a 

time using a code of some sort, such as Morse 
code or semaphore.

•	 A small structure that must be built out of Lego, 
one brick at a time, using bricks of certain sizes 
and colours. In this way the group will build an 
identical structure to the one that Child A builds 
outside the room (or behind the screen). Compare 
them at the end.

•	 A picture that must be drawn bit by bit. As with the 
Lego compare the two pictures at the end.

For younger children, one leader will need to stay 
outside or behind the screen with Child A, and 
another leader can help the child conveying the 
message.
Remind the children that in today’s true story from the 
Bible they saw how Peter copied Jesus. He wanted 
everyone to understand that what he was doing and 
saying really was from Jesus.

Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions in your preparation, discuss 

and apply the lesson to the children's lives.
You are trying to help the children understand that we 
trust the message taught by Peter and the apostles, 
as written in the New Testament, because they were 
sent by Jesus.
Like us, the people in Lydda and Joppa couldn't see 
Jesus because he is in heaven, but they could see 
Peter. Peter did some of the same miracles that Jesus 
did to show that Jesus had put Peter in charge of the 
church. Only Jesus can give life and heal the way we 
see it done in this story.
We cannot see or hear Peter, but we can read in the 
Bible about all the things he did and what he taught 
about Jesus. Relate all this to the game and intro 
ideas.
Can the children remember some of the things they 
have already learned from Peter about Jesus?
For 3-7's – help them to understand that we can trust 
the Bible because those who taught people and wrote 
about Jesus were sent by Jesus.
The best way for us to know more about Jesus is to 
read the Bible and trust the words of Peter and his 
friends.
For 7-11's – how does knowing this about Peter help 
us to answer those who:
•	 think that because we can't see Jesus we cannot 

know how he wants us to live.
•	 think that the apostles were just men who made 

up a story and tricked everyone.
•	 think that the only way to get people to believe in 

Jesus is to perform miracles.
•	 believe others (or other books) can give us God's 

words.
Three times the passage talks about many people 
becoming Christians. Why would they start trusting 
Jesus when they couldn't see him? Why would people 
start trusting Jesus today if they can’t meet Him?
Do you ever wish that something would happen to 
convince your friends (or family) that Jesus is real? 
How does this passage help you with that?

Pray through the application with the children.

Prayer Idea
Print the Bible templates on page 50 
onto paper and cut out before the lesson. 

Give one to each child. On it they write a short prayer 
that they would want to be true for them, their friends 
or their teacher as they are taught the Bible week 
by week.

•	 Who did the people trust? 
[Trusted in Jesus (Acts 9:35 & 42)]

Very young children	–	may	find	it	difficult	to	play	the	
above game if they don't have older children to copy.
You could simply introduce this lesson for them by 
having medical items to show (a thermometer, an 
empty pill bottle and a bandage). 
Begin by talking about what happens when they are 
ill. What does mummy do? What does the doctor do?
In today's true story from the Bible we will see what 
Peter did to make some people better. The children 
must listen carefully to see what Peter did that was 
the same as Jesus and what he did that was different.
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Activity
For 3-5's – each child requires page 51 
printed onto paper, one crowd from page 

52 printed onto paper and one Tabitha from page 
53 printed onto card. Each child will also require 
two split pin paper fasteners.
Before the lesson
•	 Cut out the two parts of Tabitha's body.
•	 Cut along the thick black lines of the doors so 

that they can be folded back along the dotted 
lines to open.

The children colour the picture, the people and 
Tabitha.
•	 Help them glue the rectangle of people behind 

the doors so that the people are visible when the 
doors are opened.

•	 Attach the upper part of Tabitha in front of the 
lower half, using a split pin paper fastener through 
the dots.

•	 Attach Tabitha’s feet to the picture using a split 
pin paper fastener at X. She can lie down, sit up 
and stand up.

For 5-7s – print page 54 onto card for each child.
Before the lesson
•	 Cut out the card garments for those children who 
have	difficulty	managing	scissors.

•	 Use a hole punch to make a hole at the neck of 
each garment at X.

The children
•	 Colour the garments.
•	 Thread them onto a ring binder or length of wool 

in the order of the story. If using a length of wool 
tie the two ends together to prevent the garments 
falling off.

For 7-9's - Print page 55 onto paper for each child. Use 
the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

For 9-11's - Print page 56 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]
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The Reigning King – Week 5 
Visual Aids
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 Prayer Idea
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The Reigning King - Week 5 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's (1 of 3)
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The Reigning King - Week 5 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's (2 of 3)
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The Reigning King - Week 5 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's (3 of 3)
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The Reigning King - Week 5 
Activity Sheet - 5-7's
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Why is there a difference between the 
way Jesus did miracles and the way 
Peter did miracles?

What do Peter's miracles tell us about him?

Why can we trust what Peter said about Jesus?

The Life-Giving King
The Reigning King - Week 5 

Activity Sheet - 7-9's

The true story can be found in Acts 9:32–43.

When Jesus did these kinds of miracles he just 
said, "Get up". What did Peter have to do? (9:34, 40)
(tick all the correct boxes)

do a special dance.

pray.

heal in Jesus' name.

If someone said something about 
Jesus that was different to what 
Peter has taught us in Acts - what 
would you say? Why?

What do the people do when they hear about the miracles? 

(9:35, 42) ___________________________________________________



56
Copyright © 2012 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

The Reigning King - Week 5 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

What would you say to the person who teaches a 
different message about Jesus and says it's God's word?

How did the miracles that Peter performed 
help the people trust his message about Jesus?

How does it help us trust Peter's message?

The Life-Giving King
The true story can be found in Acts 9:32–43.

Compare and complete Acts 9:34 Luke 5:23-26

Person doing the miracle

Power for the miracle

Words spoken

Response to the miracle

Acts 9:40 Luke 8:51-56

Person doing the miracle

Power for the miracle

Words spoken

Where was the crowd?

Response to the miracle
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Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 10:1-48 using the following 
notes to help you.

Although	the	Ethiopian	eunuch	was	probably	the	first	
Gentile (non-Jewish) convert to Christianity (Acts 
8:25-40), it is the conversion of Cornelius and his 
household that sparks a massive controversy within 
the early church (Acts 11:1-3).
It is clear that the Jews who had repented and trusted 
in Jesus as the promised, ruling king were not yet 
ready to accept that Gentiles were also included in 
God's rescue plan.
This passage is therefore critical to the Church's 
understanding of what it means that Jesus came to 
rescue the world.

Of course, Jesus, reigning from heaven, has been 
preparing Peter for this moment. He has placed him 
in charge of establishing the church and proven this 
by allowing Peter to mimic some of the miracles 
that Jesus himself did while he was on earth (Acts 
9:32-43).
Now Jesus helps Peter to confront his own prejudices 
concerning the Gentiles and their inclusion in God's 
kingdom. Peter's experience in this chapter will form 
the basis for his argument against those who oppose 
the inclusion of non-Jewish people into the church 
in Acts chapter 11.
10:1 Cornelius was an important man, a 

centurion. He would have been in charge 
of at least one hundred men – probably 
many more.

10:2 He was a good man, “God fearing” and 
devout. “God fearing people” were not 
Jews (they were Gentiles) but they 
recognised the God of Israel and tried to 
live to please Him. Unlike the 'proselytes' 
they were not circumcised and therefore 
not considered true converts to Judaism.

10:4 God took note of his good works, but 
Cornelius was not a follower of Jesus. He 
still needed to hear the gospel, repent and 
believe in Jesus.

10:12-14 The vision is of a sheet containing a 
mixture of 'clean' and 'unclean' creatures 
(see Leviticus 11:1-47 for the Jewish food 
laws). Peter, like all Jews, knew what he 
could and couldn’t eat.

 The vision challenged this basic distinction 
and allowed Peter to eat anything. What 
God says is clean, is clean and no-one 
may argue.

10:28-29 Because Jewish law regarded Gentiles as 
'unclean' it was not considered appropriate 
for Peter to enter Cornelius' house. But 
Peter's vision had shown him that Gentiles 

The Reigning King - Week 6

Big Idea : God showed Peter that the good news about Jesus was now for 
absolutely everyone.

Acts 10:1-48

The King of All Nations

Aim : To teach that the good news about Jesus is for everyone regardless of 
their race, colour or what they have been brought up to believe.



58
Copyright © 2012 by TnT Ministries 

Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries
www.mustard-seeds.net

Plan
Review last week's lesson using the 
series overview. Can the children 

remember who copied some of the miracles of 
Jesus? [Peter]
•	 Which miracles did he copy? 

[healing a lame man (Luke 5:17-26), raising a 
dead person (Luke 8:49-56)]

•	 What did he do differently? 
[healed in Jesus's name (Acts 9:34) and prayed 
(Acts 9:40)]

•	 Who did the people trust? 
[Trusted in Jesus (Acts 9:35 & 42)]

Remind the children that those miracles proved that 
Peter was the one Jesus had put in charge of starting 
the church.
For the context of this lesson, the children need to 
understand that at this time there was a big divide 
between Jew and Gentile.
Peter and the other apostles still believed that Jesus 
had only come for the Jews because they were 
God’s chosen people. They considered themselves 
to be 'in' and everyone else 'out'.
Helpful points to colour the divide:
•	 The Jews were God’s chosen people so they 

were 'in' (clean).
•	 The Jews despised all Gentiles because they 

were 'out' (unclean).
•	 They would therefore never go into a Gentile 

home or invite a Gentile into their home.
•	 They would never sit, eat, drink or talk to a 

Gentile.
 9Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea.
 9For 3-7's tell the story using suitable visual aids. 
The pictures on page 61 may be helpful. Enlarge 
and colour as required.
Make use of the change of locations in the story 
to break the story into three different parts:
1. Cornelius' house – an angel visits with a 

message.
2. Simon's house – Peter has a vision with a 

sheet	from	heaven	filled	with	animals.
3. Back to Cornelius' house where Peter 

explains what he has learned about telling 
everyone about Jesus. Peter then explains 
the news about Jesus, Cornelius receives the 
Holy Spirit and becomes a Christian.

Visual aids could include a regular bed sheet 
containing toy animals. You can lower this into 
the middle of the group while you tell the story. 
This will make the lesson memorable.

were not to be regarded in this way. 
Everyone was now clean.

10:34 God shows no favouritism (see 
Deuteronomy 10:17, Romans 2:11, 
Ephesians 6:9). This was an amazing 
thought for Peter, who had been brought 
up to believe all non-Jews were to be 
despised. But God's attitude to people 
is not determined by any external 
criteria, such as their appearance, race, 
nationality or class.

10:36-43 Peter's message is addressed to a Gentile 
audience, but its content is substantially 
the same as what he had been preaching 
to Jews. The gospel is the same, and is 
for all.

10:44 The giving of the Holy Spirit to Cornelius 
and those with him who believed was 
the same as the disciples' experience at 
Pentecost. Peter quickly concludes that 
this is God's sign that he has accepted 
these Gentile believers. The church must 
accept them too. God welcomes believing 
Gentiles into His family on equal terms 
with believing Jews.

10:46 See Acts 11:15 – the speaking in other 
tongues was exactly what the disciples 
did at Pentecost and proves that they had 
received the same Holy Spirit. This was 
a	 further	 sign	 for	 the	benefit	of	Peter	 to	
prove that God had given the same Spirit 
to a Gentile.

Be aware that this story is not saying that everyone 
in the world is now right before God. The emphasis 
is that Cornelius' Gentile nationality was no longer 
a barrier to him becoming a Christian (10:35). But 
he still needed to hear the gospel and respond to 
become a Christian.
The importance of this incident is that:
•	 God makes no distinction between races.
•	 He gives the same Spirit to all who trust in Jesus.
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Introductory Idea
Option 1: Label opposite sides of the 
room 'in' and 'out'. Use a number of 

arbitrary ways of dividing up the group. You might 
say, "Boys are in" at which point all boys move to 
the side labelled 'in' while the girls move to the side 
marked 'out'.
Or "Blue trainers are in"; "Hair clips are in"; "Jeans 
are in"; "Skirts are in" etc.
In today’s true story from the Bible we will see what 
happened when Peter thought that some people 
could never be in God's Kingdom.
Ask	the	children	to	listen	carefully	so	they	can	find	out:
•	 Who did Peter think could never be 'in'? 

[Cornelius (Acts 10:1)]
•	 What did God use to change Peter's mind?

[vision of clean and unclean animals (Acts 10:9-16)]
•	 How did Peter know this man was really 'in'?

[Cornelius received the same Spirit as Peter had 
received at Pentecost (Acts 10:47)]

Option 2: Play animal Pictionary. Make a list of 
animals which includes some of the animals from 
Leviticus 11. One child is secretly told what the animal 
is and they have to draw it while the other children 
guess what it is.
The	first	child	to	guess	correctly	has	a	turn	to	draw.	
This could be run as a competition between two 
groups. You could use the pictures as visual aids to 
tell the story!
For very young children you could also describe 
animals one clue at a time and get the children to 
guess what they are. Or you could play some animal 

 9For 7-11's teach the lesson using the same 
structure as for 3-7's (above). Try and introduce 
the idea of being 'in' and being 'out' early on in the 
lesson and keep making the distinction throughout 
the lesson:
•	  Peter knew he was 'in' and that Cornelius was 

'out'
•	 Peter thought certain animals were 'in' and 

others were 'out', but God showed him that all 
animals were 'in'.

•	 Peter thought Cornelius could never be 'in', but 
God showed him that he could be 'in'

•	 Label two boxes, 'in' and 'out' and move a model 
Peter, Cornelius and various clean and unclean 
animals in and out as appropriate.

A simple Bible study should focus on 10:11-5, 
10:28 and 10:44-45.
 9Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9Discuss and apply.
 9Revise the memory verse.

Game Idea
Option 1: Prepare six cards with 
different statements about the group, 

one statement per card. Suggested statements 
are: anyone with brown shoes, anyone with blonde 
hair, anyone with white socks, anyone with blue 
eyes, anyone with black shoes, anyone who is over 
5ft. 6ins. tall. Make sure that the six statements 
collectively include the entire group so that no-one 
will be left out.
The children and leaders form a large circle holding 
hands. The circle moves round in a clockwise 
direction until the command is given to freeze. This 
could be done to music, stopping the music to stop 
the circle, or by calling out, ‘Gentiles!’
One of the children chooses an envelope containing 
one of the six cards and reads out the statement. 
All those who qualify form a smaller circle within the 
larger circle. Repeat, with the two circles moving 
in opposite directions, until all six statements have 
been read out.
By the end, everyone should have transferred from 
the outside circle to the inside circle. When the inside 
circle becomes bigger than the outside circle the 
people in the outside circle stop holding hands.
Remind the children that God does not show 
favouritism – everyone who trusts in Jesus regardless 
of their nationality, outward appearance or what they 
used to believe, can be a part of God's kingdom.
Option 2: This game, traditionally called 'fruit salad', 
has all the children sitting on chairs in a circle. 
The leader calls out random statements that will 
distinguish certain members of the group from the 
rest, thus dividing the group randomly. For example, 
"All those wearing blue".
Everyone for whom the statement is true must swap 
places.	The	aim	is	to	not	be	the	last	person	to	find	
a seat.
Every so often the leader shouts, "Gospel" which 
means everyone must swap.
Remind the children that the gospel is for everyone 
regardless of any other distinguishing features.

sounds and get the children to identify the animals.
Explain that in today's true story from the Bible God 
used some animals to teach Peter a very important 
lesson.
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Activity
For 3-5's – print pages 62 and 63 
for each child.

Before the lesson:
•	 Cut along the thick black lines around the doors 

and fold back along the dotted lines.
The children:
•	 Colour both pages.
•	 Glue page 62 behind page 63, only gluing at the 

sides so that the doors can be opened to show 
the people. Ask the children to open the doors to 
see who Jesus came to save.

For 5-7s - print page 64 onto paper (one copy for every 
two children) and 65 onto paper for each child.
Before the lesson:
•	 Fold page 64 outwards on the dashed line and cut 

out two 'linen' sheets. Each child only needs one.

The children:

•	 Colour the picture.

•	 Paste one half of the sheet as indicated on the 
main picture.

•	 Fold the sheet open and draw some unclean 
animals on the sheet. You may need to remind 
them which animals this included.

For 7-9's - Print page 66 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

For 9-11's - Print page 67 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Prayer Idea
Remind the children about the prayer 
activity from week 2 and the person they 

prayed would come to know Jesus. They probably 
chose a friend or family member – someone they 
care about.

Encourage them to think of someone they wouldn't 
normally pray this kind of prayer for. You could even 
use	another	set	of	figures	from	week	2	(page	19) and 
get the children to write the person's name on the 
figure	and	pray	that	they	will	hear	about	Jesus	and	
trust in him.

Let	them	take	the	figure	home	and	continue	praying	
for that person.

Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions in your preparation, discuss 

and apply the lesson to the children's lives.
For 3-7's help them to understand that the message 
about Jesus is for everyone and that everyone needs 
to hear it.
You might want to show a random selection of 
different people; young / old, rich / poor etc. As you 
hold up each picture ask the children, "Does this 
person need to trust Jesus?"
Each time say, "Yes, and because they need to trust 
Jesus, they need to hear about Jesus. Someone 
needs to tell them. Is this someone you would talk 
to about Jesus?" If not, why not?
For 7-11's help them to understand some of the 
prejudices we sometimes have in talking about Jesus 
with certain groups of people.
Some basic questions to centre your discussion 
around could include:
•	 Who do we tend to think is 'in'?
•	 Who do we tend to think is 'out'? Why? What kinds 

of people might this include?
•	 Are there any people who are not 'in' who could 

never be 'in'?
•	 Who does God think is 'in'?
•	 Who does God think is 'out'? Help them to see that 

no-one is beyond the reach of the gospel. It will 
be their response to the gospel that determines 
if they're in or out, not our prejudices.

•	 How do your assumptions (in or out) affect how 
you relate to or behave around those you consider 
to be 'in' or 'out'.

Pray through the application with the children.

peopLe
peopLe
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The Reigning King – Week 6 
Visual Aids
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's (1 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 3-5's (2 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 5-7's (1 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 5-7's (2 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 7-9's 

Peter’s dream seemed to be about what food he 
could eat. What was God really saying?

Cornelius was a good man - why did Peter still need 
to tell him about Jesus?

Who needs to hear the good news about Jesus? Why?

Can you match the words with what 
they mean in this story? 
(connect with lines)

Jews

Gentiles

Clean

Unclean

God’s special people. They thought the good 
news was only for them

This kind of food was allowed for Jews. 
They could touch these things. 

The Bible said Jews could not eat or touch 
these things. Jews thought Gentiles were this. 

Anyone who wasn’t a Jew.

The true story can be found 
in Acts 10:1-48.

Peter didn't want to eat the food 
because he: (tick the correct box)

had an allergy.

had already eaten.

was a Jew and not allowed 
to eat certain food.

The King of All Nations
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The Reigning King - Week 6 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

Why did Peter not want to eat the food? (10:14)

_______________________________________________________________

Why was he allowed to eat this kind of food now? (10:15)

_______________________________________________________________

Peter’s dream seemed to be 
about what food he could 
eat. What was God really saying?

Although Cornelius was a good 
man, what did he still need to 
hear?

Why did Peter want to baptise 
Cornelius?

Are there certain types of people that you can’t 
imagine being Christians?

Who needs to hear the good news about Jesus? Why?

The true story can be found in Acts 10:1–48.

Can you match the words with what they 
mean in this story? (connect with lines)

Jews

Gentiles

Clean

Unclean

God’s special people. They thought the good 
news was only for them

This kind of food was allowed for Jews. 
They could touch these things. 

The Bible said Jews could not eat or touch 
these things. Jews thought Gentiles were this. 

Anyone who wasn’t a Jew.

The King of All Nations
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Big Idea : Herod imprisons Peter and plans to execute him, but the Church prays and 
God rescues Peter miraculously. Herod dies, but the church grows.

Leader's Study Notes
Read Acts 12:1-24 using the following 
notes to help you.

After Saul's conversion in Acts 9, the church enjoyed 
a time of peace (9:31). It grew and was strengthened, 
no doubt in preparation for the opposition that lay 
ahead.
Peter	has	been	firmly	established	as	a	very	important	
messenger of Jesus and now the authorities plan to 
silence him.

12:1-3 Herod Agrippa was the grandson of Herod 
the Great – the one who tried to kill baby 
Jesus (Luke 1:5). Agrippa ruled over Judea 
from AD 41-44. His sudden death in AD 44 
is recorded in Acts 12:21-23.

 Politically, he wanted to maintain friendly 
relations with the Jewish religious leaders. 
Persecuting Christians helped him achieve 
this (12:3).

 'Feast of Unleavened Bread' = Passover.
12:4 There was one squad of soldiers for 

each watch period (3 hours). One squad 
consisted of four soldiers, two in the cell 
with Peter and two on guard outside (12:6). 
Peter had escaped before (Acts 5:22-24) 
which explains the level of security.

12:5 The church continues to look to God for 
help, knowing that he is in control of all 
things (sovereign).

12:6-10 The night before his trial, Peter, even 
though heavily guarded, is miraculously 
set free.

12:11 Peter recognises God's hand in his rescue 
(also 12:17).

12.17 James, the half-brother of Jesus, was now 
head of the church, following the execution 
of James, the brother of John and son of 
Zebedee (12:2).

12:19 It was not unusual for soldiers to be given 
the punishment due to their escaped 
prisoners. Herod would have been very 
angry to have lost this opportunity to gain 
further popularity amongst the Jews.

12:20-22 Herod was in a very strong position 
politically – enemies were asking for 

The Reigning King - Week 7

The Unstoppable King
Acts 12:1-24

Aim : To teach that God is in control and will always win when we try to tell 
others about Jesus, even when it's hard or people try to stop us.

STOP
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Plan
Review – Since this is the last lesson in 
the series it will be helpful to review what 

has been taught about the Reigning King.
You could show the children a visual from each week 
and see what they can remember. Prompt them to 
remember what each lesson meant for them and not 
just the details of each story.
From last week's lesson can the children remember:
•	 Who did Peter think could never be 'in' (become 

a Christian)? 
[Cornelius (Acts 10:1)]

•	 What did God use to change Peter's mind?
[vision of clean and unclean animals (Acts 10:9-16)]

•	 How did Peter know this man was really 'in'?
[Cornelius received the same Spirit as Peter had 
received at Pentecost (Acts 10:47)]
 9Introduce this week's lesson with the introductory 
idea.
 9For 3-7's tell the story using suitable visual aids. 
The pictures on page 72 might be helpful – enlarge 
and colour as required.
You could also use the prison made from a 
cardboard box in lesson 3 together with the card 
tube people from pages 73 and 74. Print onto card, 
colour, roll and glue as indicated. Use them to 
tell the story.

peace. He had gained great popularity 
and had been elevated to the status of 
deity – 'voice of a god'.

12:23	 But	God	is	sovereign	and	he	has	the	final	
word with regard to Herod who has been 
opposing God's people.

12:24 'the voice of a god' is silenced, but the word 
of the one true God continues to increase 
and spread. The message about the risen 
Jesus cannot be stopped – not even by the 
best efforts of men.

You can also create a house in a similar manner 
to the prison, but this time, cut away the one side 
wall and the back of the house. This will enable 
the	children	to	see	the	scene	once	Peter	finally	
gets let inside!
You could tell the story in two parts: Stop at the 
point where Peter is chained up in prison (you 
could make some paper chains for Peter). What 
will happen next? What will Peter do next? What 
would his friends on the outside do? What would 
the children do if that happened to them or one 
of their friends?
Or tell the story from Herod's point of view. Only 
tell	the	parts	that	Herod	saw	then	afterwards,	fill	
in the gaps.
You could repeat the phrase, "Herod thought" to 
describe everything that Herod did and contrast 
that with, "But Herod didn't know" to describe how 
God was at work. This will help to highlight the 
contrast between Herod's arrogance and God's 
total control (sovereignty).
 9For 7-11's – This is a great story with a lot of action 
and drama. It will be important to convey this with 
a good measure of enthusiasm and energy.
For this reason it's probably best if the passage is 
read by a leader who has rehearsed the reading. 
Have	a	table	like	the	one	below	drawn	on	a	flip	
chart or board or even on a large piece of paper 
on the table.
You could hand a marker around the group and 
get different children to complete the table as the 
story is read.
For 7-9's you could have pre-printed sentences 
cut into strips. The children can take turns to 
choose and place the sentences in the correct 
blocks as the story is being read.
There is no real value in even reading 12:20 
because it is not self-explanatory and doesn't help 
to clarify the passage in any way.

What Herod did What God did

v1 King Herod...

v2 James...

v3 Peter...

v6 Peter...

v7 The chains...

v9 Peter...

v10 The iron gate...

v11 Peter knew...

v17 Peter explained...

v19 King Herod...

v22 The crowd worshipped...

v23 God...

v24 The Good news...
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Game Idea
Option 1: The aim is for each team to 
collect and correctly arrange the words 

of the memory verse. They do this in relay and need 
to avoid being caught by 'Herod'.
Divide the group into two teams. They line up on one 
side of the room. The words of the memory verse are 
printed on paper and cut up into a suitable number of 
sections. Place these on the other end of the room 
– one pile for each team.
One leader ('Herod') stands in the middle of the room 
and tries to tag the children as they attempt to get 
past to collect the pieces of paper.
The leader may only tag children who have a 
piece of paper in their possession. Once tagged 
the child must immediately sit down. Another child 
from the same team then goes to collect the piece of 
paper from the tagged child. They also run the risk of 
being tagged. Once the piece of paper reaches the 
team the tagged child is free to rejoin them and the 
next child goes to fetch the next piece of paper. The 
first	team	to	decipher	the	verse,	wins.
Remind the children how Herod tried to stop Jesus' 
followers from spreading the good news and how 
Peter was freed to pass on the message to others.

Option 2: Simply play a game of tag, but have more 
people 'releasing' than tagging. The game will be 
over when everyone has been tagged. This will be 
impossible since there are more people to release 
than tag!
Remind the children that no matter what people try 
to do to stop the message about Jesus getting out, 
God will always win in the end.

Option 3: Choose to not do any activity for this lesson 
and rather have all ages drawing pictures or writing 
letters to imprisoned Christians as per the prayer 
idea. If this is done well and properly it could have a 
significant	and	lasting	impact	on	all	concerned.

After the reading use the following questions to 
stimulate some discussion around the content of 
the story:
•	 What mistake(s) did Herod make? Not – what 

were the different things he did that were wrong, 
but rather – how was his thinking wrong?

•	 What hadn’t he understood?
•	 What was he confused about?
 9Play the game to reinforce the lesson aim.
 9Discuss and apply.
 9Revise the memory verse.

Introductory Idea
For children under 5 play a short game 
of 'noisy statues'. The children run around 

the room making any noise they like; police siren, dog 
barking etc. But as soon as the leader lifts a hand 
into	the	air	all	the	children	must	fall	to	the	floor	and	
be silent. Play a few rounds encouraging the children 
to make a different sound with each round. Use the 
story	link	and	first	two	questions	below.
For children over 5 or a mixed group, divide them 
into teams of 3 or 4. Give each team a few coins 
and a metal pot or baking tray. Also have a box of 
‘softeners’ in the centre of the room e.g. tissues, toilet 
paper, paper, card etc.
The	teams	place	the	pot	on	the	floor	and	one	child	
stands next to the pot with an arm stretched out over 
the pot. The child drops a coin into the pot – this 
makes quite a noise.
Explain to the teams that they need to use any of 
the items from the box to stop the coin from making 
a noise when it is dropped. Give them 2 minutes to 
find	a	solution.
For older children you could collect a variety of 
different noisy objects. Each sub group has to try 
muffle	an	object.	 Items	might	 include;	a	whistle,	a	
bell, a noisy toy or hitting a saucepan.
Let each team demonstrate their solution in turn.
In today’s true story from the Bible they will learn 
about someone who tried to silence Peter (stop him 
from speaking). They must listen carefully to discover:
•	 Who tried to silence Peter? 

[Herod (Acts 12:4)]
•	 Why did his plan fail?

[God sent an angel to free Peter (Acts 12:7)]
•	 What happened to him?

[God struck him dead (Acts 12:23)]

P O W E R F U L
H E A V E N L Y

N A T I O N S
L I F E G I V I N G

U N S E E N
T R U T H L O V I N G

U N S T O P P A B L E
G
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Activity
For 3-7's – Photocopy pages 75 and 
76 for each child.

Before the lesson cut the slider containing Peter and 
the angel from page 75 (you can also simply fold 
the excess paper back to make a more rigid slider). 
Cut the four slits on page 76 as indicated.

The children

•	 Colour the picture and the slider.

•	 Thread the slider through the picture, starting from 
the back. Start with Peter in chains. Pull the slider 
to the right to show Peter released from his chains.

For 7-9's – Print page 77 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

For 9-11's – Print page 78 onto paper for each child. 
Use the activity sheet to reinforce the lesson.

Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 – "But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". 
[NIV84]

Prayer Idea
Encourage the children to pray for 
Christians around the world who are 

imprisoned for being followers of Jesus.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (www.csw.org.uk) 
has some helpful resources which you could share 
with your group. They also have some guidelines for 
writing to Christians in prison. Perhaps your class 
could write a letter of encouragement or draw a 
picture for someone in this situation.

Create a prayer chain
The children write a short prayer on a strip of paper. 
This needs to be the kind of thing they would pray for 
a Christian in prison. One child starts by reading out 
their prayer and then creates a circle with the strip by 
gluing the two ends together. The circle is passed to 
the next child who also reads their prayer and then 
interlocks	their	strip	with	the	first.	As	you	pray	around	
the group the paper chain will get longer and longer.

Discuss and Apply
Having	 thought	 through	 the	 reflection	
questions in your preparation, discuss 

and apply the lesson to the children's lives.
For 3-7's remind them of the horrible things that 
Herod did to Jesus' friends. This is no different to 
how Jesus was treated.
•	 How do the children feel when someone is unkind 

to them or one of their friends?
•	 What do they most want to do to the person being 

unkind? Is that what Jesus did?
•	 Who was being unkind to Peter?
•	 What did Peter's friends do? Why did they do this?

Reassure the children that Jesus is the boss and that 
all his plans will always work out. Can they think of 
some things they have learned about Jesus in the 
past few weeks that shows that he is the boss of 
everything?
Even when people try to hurt Jesus' friends, Jesus is 
the one who sees and acts to rescue. That is why he 
is the best one to turn to in times of trouble.
For 7-11's talk about the opposition that Peter and 
his friends faced because they trusted Jesus and 
spoke about him.
•	 What might that kind of opposition look like in 

some parts of the world today?
•	 What might it look like in a school classroom?
•	 What is our natural response when we are 

opposed? What do we most want to do?
•	 What did Peter and his friends understand that 

caused them to pray?
•	 How does praying help to remind us who and 

where Jesus is?
Pray through the application with the children.

u n s t o p p a b l e

http://www.csw.org.uk
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The Reigning King – Week 7 
Visual Aids
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Apostle Peter

Peter's friend

Rhoda

Angel

The Reigning King - Week 7 
3D Models – 1
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Sleeping soldier

Sleeping soldier

Sleeping soldier

The Reigning King - Week 7 
3D Models – 2

Sleeping soldier
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The Reigning King - Week 7 
Activity - 3-7's (1 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 7 
Activity - 3-7's (2 of 2)
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The Reigning King - Week 7 
Activity Sheet - 7-9's

Herod thought he was in control. 
What in this story proves he wasn't? (12:17, 23, 24)

If God is in control, what is the best thing we 
can do in times of trouble?

What would you do if you were in prison like Peter?

What was Peter doing? (12:6) Why do you think he was 
not too nervous to sleep?

What were Peter's friends doing? (12:5)

This was a miraculous rescue. 
How do these different people respond? 
(connect the people to the correct face)

•	 Peter (12:9)

•	 Rhoda (12:14)

•	 Peter's other friends (12:15)

•	 Herod (12:18-19)

The true story can be found in Acts 12:1–25.

The Unstoppable King

Herod arrested Peter because: 
(tick the correct box)

Peter did something wrong.

Herod wanted to be popular.

Herod's boss told him to do it.
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Herod thought he was in control. 
What in this story proves he wasn't? (12:17, 23, 24)

How does this story help you to answer people who say: 
"If Jesus is in control, then why are Christians put in prison"?

"If God is in control, then we don't need to pray"?

Peter was heavily guarded in prison and facing death. 
What would you have done if you were Peter?

What was Peter doing? (12:6) What might this mean?

What were Peter's friends doing? (12:5)

Why did Herod have Peter arrested? (12:3)

______________________________________________________________________

This was a miraculous rescue. How do these different people respond?

Peter (12:9) – _______________________________________________________________________________

Rhoda (12:14) – ______________________________

Peter's other friends (12:15) – _________________________________________________________

Herod (12:18-19) – __________________________________________________________________________

The Reigning King - Week 7 
Activity Sheet - 9-11's

The true story can be found in Acts 12:1–25.

The Unstoppable King

What is the BEST thing you learned 
about the Reigning King in this series 
of lessons?


