St Bart’s Mobile Phone Use Policy for Youth groups

This policy outlines expectations around mobile phone use during regular youth group
meetings (Excite, Unite & Ignite). It is primarily for youth to follow, as well as for keeping
parents and youth leaders informed.

The policy will be reviewed annually in September.
It does not cover adults and mobile phone use. For more information, please see our
Social Media policy, which is also reviewed annually by the end of September.

Phones Are Not Needed

Youth are encouraged not to bring phones to sessions — they are not required for any
activities.

We understand some youth may carry phones for practical reasons (e.g. transport
coordination).

Emergency contact: Leaders will collect parent contact details and provide a
leader/church contact number for urgent communication.

Responsibility: If a youth chooses to bring a phone, it is at their own risk. We are not
responsible for loss, damage, or theft.

Phone Use During Sessions

Phones should generally remain out of sight and on silent (in bags or pockets) during
meetings.

If a youth needs to use their phone, they must ask a leader first.

Use will only be permitted if it clearly supports the activity. Phone use is never essential
for participation.

Youth should not assume they can use phones just because others are — permission is
granted individually so leaders can supervise usage.

Photos and Videos

Youth are not permitted to take photos or videos during sessions.

Leaders may occasionally take photos/videos for activities or publicity —images will only
be used for publicity with parental consent via an image consent form.

Images will be stored securely and deleted from devices in a non-recoverable way after
use, following St Bart’s data privacy policy.

Offsite Activities and Residentials

Offsite activities can present unique challenges, particularly when held in public spaces.
While we cannot fully control the actions of others, we will do our best to uphold the
principles of this policy, working closely with event organisers, churches, etc. where
possible.



e For events that require a separate policy, we will inform youth and parents in advance of
any significant changes to expectations, such as for Youth Getaway (see Appendix A).

Misuse of Phones

e Phones must not be used to view or share inappropriate content (e.g. harmful, offensive,

or sexual material).

e Any misuse will be taken seriously. Leaders will inform parents and, if necessary, the

Designated Safeguarding Officer.

Why This Matters

We want to create a space where everyone can be fully present, feel safe and included.
By setting out these expectations, we hope to encourage deeper friendships, more
meaningful conversations and provide a space where youth can have fun, grow in faith,

and be themselves, distraction-free.

To help achieve this, leaders will also strive to model good phone use during these

sessions.

Appendix A - Youth Getaways

Phone Use During the Day
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e Phones should generally be kept out of sight (in pockets or bags) during the day.

e Phones may be used at specific times with permission from a leader.

e Phone use is limited to communal areas only.

Photos and Videos

e Youth must get permission from a leader and explicit consent from all individuals in the

photo/video before taking any images.

 Photos/videos are for personal use only. Youth must not post images online without

obtaining consent from the parents of those featured.
 No taking of photos/videos in chalets.

Phone Collection

e Phones will be collected at bedtime and given back in the morning.

« If youth need an alarm, they should bring a clock/watch (non-ticking!).

o If youth need light at night, they should bring a torch.




